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Egyptians opposed to war arrested 

( R ) — An Egyptian human rights group accused the government 
Saturday of damping down illegally on opponents to the Gulf war. 
"Selective measures, such as military tribunals and imprisonment, have 
been directed against those opposed to the (Gulf) war wishing to express 
their opinion." said a statement by the Egyptian Organisation for Human 
Rights ( BOHR). Egypt, a key Arab member of the anti-Iraqi alliance, has 
sent -about 35.000 troops to the multinational force in the Gulf. Most 
Egyptians have hacked President Hosni Mubarak's firm anti-Iraqi stand 
but opposition leaders predict more people will turn against the war as 
fighting increases. “We note growing violation of human rights in Egypt 
since the Gulf crisis erupted... and fear an increase in such abuses as the 
cirde of opponents, to the war and Egypt's military participation widens." 
the EOHR statement added. It said several opposiion leaders were 
illegally barred from leaving the country Iasi year while two editors of 
opposition newspapers were being tried by military courts. About 500 
people attended an anti-war meeting that day at the headquarters of the 
leftist Unionist Progressive Parry. 
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U.S. serviceman killed by ‘friendly fire’ 

RIYADH (Agencies) — AN American serviceman was killed 
perhaps by "friendly fire.” the U.S. military command said 
Saturday. Maj. Gen. Robert Johnston of the U.S. centra! 
command also said Iraq had made some other border crossing, 
but they were insignificant. U.S. troops exchanged anti-tank, 
grenade and machinegun fire with an Iraqi patrol that had slipped 
into Saudi Arabia and tried to ambush them, officers said. The 
intense 15-minute firefight Friday night was not believed to have 
caused casualties on either side but troops in the 82nd Airborne 
Division went on full combat alert to prepare for a possible Iraqi 
ground assault. About 25 Iraqis aboard two light vehicles armed 
with rocket-propelled grenades and machineguns slipped several 
kilometres insdie Saudi Arabia after dark. 
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Iraqis down 2 U.S. planes; fire missile at Israel 


: S| Israelis 
withhold 
§ site of 

.. _ “■ 7*-. 

- § attack 

Combined agency dispatches 


- ‘ ONE MISSILE WAS fired Saturday 

from western Iraq at Israel and 
struck, but the army withheld the 
exact location. 

"There has been one missile fired 
“&atllra'tw ^ one *“t re P°rted," army spokes- 
, '*■ man Nachman Shai told Israel Radio. 

“At this moment we are searching 
i) for the site of impact," he said. “As 
V\ :_t ' far as we know there have been no 

- .1 ’■ injuries or damage.” 

— . . Brigadier-General Shai did not said 

‘I 7 in which area the missile landed nor 
' whether the U.S.-supplied Patriot 

“5^- missile defence system was fired. Re- 
• •' T ^ porters in Tel Aviv, who have heard 
■ - \ sound of the Patriots being fired in 

rr - > T7 the past, said they heard no such 
noise Sunday. 

Air raid sirens sounded throughout 
Israel at 8:30 p.m. (1830 GMT) in- 
" ' : ' -“T dicau'ng a possible attack. The al(- 

- ' '-r - dear was announced on the radio at 

- 9:07 p.m. (1907 GMT). 

- When the sirens sound, Israelis are 

. ~ ; ordered to don gas masks and enter 

_ " ^ sealed rooms to protect them from 

r ^ chemical attacks. 

■ Some Israelis apparently have be- 

v • : r- gun to get lax about taking cover, and 

- ■ . - Gen. Shai appealed on the radio for 

- them not to go outside to try to see 

what was happening. 

■ “Everyone who is standing on the 

roofs us endangering their fives," he 
: - said. 

. . : j-n Iraq has repeatedly threatened to 
- -rj- hit die Jewish -state with chemicals. 
. . Previous arracks all ham: involved 

conventional warheads. 

* “ "J There have been eight previqus 

* missile attacks aimed at the Jewish 

■ . ~ ~ - state since the start of the Gulf war 

- - - r* Jan. 17. Two people were killed and 

..... - two died of heart attacks in earlier 
barrages on the Tel Aviv area. At 
. least 270 were wounded, and more 
* ' than 1,300 apartments were dam- 
aged. 

r.’- U.S. -supplied Patriot missiles have 

. - ~ intercepted incoming Iraqi missiles on 
. m -j~: at least three occasions. 

-j The last two missiles landed in the 
Israeli -occupied West Bank, but 

• - r ' r - ^ caused no casualties and no serious 

•- ‘ ' damage. 

The Patriots were not fired to 
'defend against these attacks Jan. 28 
. j . and Jan. 31. and army officials 
Z asserted the region was outside rhe 
„„**** Patriot' area of coverage. 

”65 - " ** The strikes in the West Bank have 
raised criticism because the army has 
been slow to distribute gas masks to 
t ■' -"T Palestinians. 

. _ - ( Continued on page 2) 



A residential area hit in the allied bombardment at the southern Iraqi city of Basra (Photo by R. 
Has san — A1 Qadissiya) 

Iraq vows to fight 
with everything it has 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAQ, SIX MONTHS to the day 
since its takeover of Kuwait, said 
Saturday it would fight with ev- 
erything from knives to weapon 
of mass destruction in its war 
against the U.S.-led allied forces. 

With its troops continuously 
(founded by . ajjj. S.-ied _aerial 
bombardment, Iraq said that five 
tank thrusts into Saudi Arabia 
this week showed that it still held 
the initiative in the Gulf war. 

"... We would like to reiterate 
an established eternal fact: Iraq's 
leadership, army, and people will 
not relinquish their country from 
Zakbu to Kuwait,” Iraq's De- 
fence Ministry's A1 Qadisiyah 
newspaper said. 

“For the sake of this noble 
legitimate objective.... we will 
use all force and arms in our 
possession, beginning with . the 
knife and bullets, arms of anni- 
hilation, and ending with the 
weapons of mass destruction, be- 
cause nothing deserves to live 
after Iraq,” the paper added. 

Iraq has not yet carried out its 
threats to use chemical weapons 
in the Gulf war. 

AI Qadisiyah ( said Iraq's thfusts 
into Saudi Arabia showed it still 


held the initiative in the Gulf war 
and rhar rhe U.S.-led allied forces 
had no choice but to go into a 
ground battle. 

“Despite imperialist, barbaric 
attack Iraq still holds the reins of 
power on the battlefield.” 

“The allied invasion forces are 
left with no choice but to fight the 
ground war-arulcome face toface 
with the Iraqi army, a confronta- 
tion they have tried to avoid 
repeatedly,” AI Qadisiyah said. 

. It said Iraq would make the 
battlefield “a place for a real 
massacre, and we will not give 
them the opportunity to remove 
their dead from the pools of 
blood in which they will float.” 

AI Qadisiyah said U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush was deluded if 
he imagines bombardment will 
cause Iraq to capitulate. 

“We will accept nothing other 
than victory because it is rhe sole 
reality which is bound to guaran- 
tee our people's life and the 
honour and dignity of Iraq and 
the Arab Nation," the newspaper 
■said. 

President Bush said he would 
not allow Iraq to stampede him 
into a premature and potentially 
blood ground campaign. 

Mr. Bush also consoled the 


wives and children of airmen 
downed by Iraq and promi^d 
families of front-line infantry 
troops that a ground war will 
“only begin if necessary and 
when we decide the time is 
right." 

"We will conduct this conflict 
on our terms, on our timetable, 
not on Saddam Hussein's timet- 
able," Mr. Bush said before a 
flag-waving audience composed 
mostly of families of members of 
the 24th infantry brigade mecha- 
nised. now on duty in the Gulf. 

With more than 500,000 Amer- 
icans deployed overseas, Mr. 
Bush told the families at home. “I 
know it’s been tough, it may get 
tougher." He cited two families 
at Fort Stewart — one with three 
children, the other with two — in 
which both the father and mother 
were serving in the Gulf. 

Pentagon officials said Iraqi 
troops in Kuwait were still an 
effective fighting force despite 
the allied air assault. 

“We have not written off the 
Iraqi army as a fighting force. We 
respect it," said army Lieutenant- 
General Tom Kelly, chief of joint 
operations for the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff (JCS). 


Hamma di ends Iran visit; speaker says 
Tehran will enter conflict if Israel does 


Combined agency dispatches 

A SENIOR IRAQI official en- 
r: ded a visit to Tehran Saturday, 

' one day after a senior Iranian 

official said Iraa's neutrality in 
r = '-“ the Gulf war could change if 
Israel attacked Iraq. 
p ^ As Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
5;!.” Saadoun Hammadi' headed 

- home. President Ali Akbar 

5 Hashemi Rafcanjani was quoted 

as describing the Gulf war as “the 
most saddening tragedy of to- 
■ day’s humanity.” 

The Iranian news agency 
.-ios^jIRNA quoted Mr. Hammadi as 
V saying bis talks with Mr. Rafsan- 
ii -'.rjani and Foreign Minister Ali 


Akbar Velayati were “good and 
fruitful.” 

Mr. Velayati told Tehran 
Radio that during lengthy talks, 
Mr. Hammadi was told that 
Iran's neutrality dictated that Ira- 
qi warplanes — said by U.S.-led 
allies to number to ICO military 
aircraft including some of Bagh- 
dad's most advanced fighters and 
bombers which flew to Iran last 
week — should -remain in Iran 
until the end of the war. 

A senior Iranian official said 
last week that by sending its 
combat planes to Iran, Iraq prob- 
ably wanted to preserve -them 
from destruction until a ground 
offensive started. 


Mr. Rafsanjani, saying he 
would do anything to end the 
Gulf war, also sent a message to 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
Saturday on ways to halt the 
conflict. 

IRNA said Mr. Rafsanjani 
handed the message to Mr. Ham- 
madi. 

“The only solution to the war is 
an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
and the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces from the region," IRNA 
quoted the president as telling 
Mr. Hammadi. 

“It is saddening to witness the 
ruining of human and material 
resources of Muslim states' in. 
destructive wars... Iran will not 


hesitate to do whatsoever in its 
capacity to bring the current crisis 
to its end.” 

Mr. Hammadi flew to the west- 
ern Iranian city of Bakhtaran to 
cross back to Iraq by land, the 
same route he took fo Tehran 
Thursday, IRNA said. 

Iran's deputy parliament 
speaker warned Friday that Iran 
would abandon its neutrality and 
fight alongside Iraq if Israel is 
dragged into the Gulf conflict. 

“If Israel is snipid enough to 
respond to Iraqi missile attacks, 
then the (Iranian) leader and 
officials of the Islamic Republic 

(Continued on page 2) 


Oil slick hits Saudi coast; another spreads 

. ' i _i ... J ...» ..jit 


>V DHAHRAN (R) — History’s 
u v^-largest oil slick, oozing down 
^ -'-from Kuwait, has hit Saudi Ara- 
1 ^Wa’s northeast coast, polluting 
..miles of sandy beach, and a 
*' : '.second slick coming from Iraq, 

-;f^Ktias grown dramatically, officials 
2%aid Saturday. 

The main slick, 100 kilometres 
^ ^‘ong and carrying the equivalent 
three supertanker cargos, 
v. 'already spells catastrophe for 
■*?- ■^.^narine life in the shallow water- 
i: '*7v^ ray. 

S'. “Kilometres of beach between 
^.'^j^ jafaniyah in the north and Tana- 
’5 V‘?b in the south are now heavily 
— .ts " l3 .*f^»lluted... there are also heavy 
patches offshore," a Gulf- 
^ ^ased expert said Saturday. 

A U.S. official monitoring the 
^ pollution said the second slick, 
.... j ^^oming from Iraq's Mina AI Bakr 

,-re®"" 


terminal near the mouth of the 
Shatt ’AI Arab waterway, was 
now the size of the first. 

“The second slick is now 48 
miles (76 kilometres) long and 
eight miles (12.6 kilometres) 
wide. It's still growing but very 
slowly..; we don’t believe its 
being deliberately pumped in and 
it may not be as tbick as the first 
spill,” he said. 

Allied forces say Iraq deliber- 
ately caused the main slick by 
dumping an estimated 11 million 
barrels of crude from storage 
tanks and ships at Kuwait's Mina 
AI Ahmadi terminal. U.S. planes 
bombed the Kuwaiti terminal a 
week ago to destroy pump con- 
trols and staunch the flow. 

Iraq blames* the disaster on 
allied air raids. 

A. southerly wind halted the 


main slick's advance Friday, 
pushing it offshore and raising 
'hopes it would miss the Saudi 
coast. The wind changed later in 
the day, allowing normal current 
to take over. 

Officials say traces of oil have 
begun appearing in the sea 20 
ldlimetres north of Jubail, a port 
were industrial facilities 
threatened by the slick are lo- 
cated. 

Authorities at Jubail have put 
triple layers of booms and skim- 
mers in the lagoon to defend a 
200-million-gallon (800 million 
litre) a day desalination plant 
which supplies three-quarters of 
the drinking water for the Saudi 
capital Riyadh. 

“We hope that we don’t have 
to shut down the desalination 
plant. We are optimistic that the 


slick will pass us by and we will 
stay in business." an official said. 
“The slick was not expected to 
arrive before Monday, he said. 

A 250,000 barrel-per-day refin- 
ery, a power plant and a huge 
petrochemical complex at Jubail 
are also threatened, environmen- 
tal officials said Saturday. 

Military sources in London last 
Wednesday accused Iraq oT 
pumping oil into the second slick 
from its Mina AJ Bakr terminal. 
U.S. military officials say the 
cause of that leak is not clear. 

Environmental experts said oil 

from Iraq could move south and 
pollute Kuwait Bay — an impor- 
tant fishing area and site of the 
only desalination plant in the 

emirate which escaped the pre- 
vious spill. 


U.S. 

concedes 

loss 

Combined agency dispatches 

TWO AMERICAN planes were 
shot down Saturday in the war 
with Iraq, the U.S. military com- 
mand said. 

The planes were identified as 
an A-10 and an A-6, said Major- 
General Robert Johnston of the 
U.S. central command. 

He was speaking at a military 
briefing in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

He told reporters the craft 
were apparently hit by gunners 
who spotted them from the 
ground, rather than by 
electronically-operated command 
systems. 

Search and rescue missions 
were going on to try to recover 
the pilots. 

The latest crashes bring to 15 
the number of U.S. planes 
downed in combat, according to 
allied figures. Five British planes, 
one Kuwaiti warplane and one 
Italian jet also have been downed 
since the Gulf war began Jan. 17. 

Iraqi officials said Saturday 
morning there had been 18 bomb- 
ing raids on residential areas. 

There were no air raids over 
Baghdad Saturday morning, but 
before dawn there was a large 
explosion probably caused by a 
cruise missile. The site of the 
explosion and extent of damage 
could not be determined. 

At least six ground-hugging 
Tomahawk cruise missiles fired 
froth U.S. navy warships struck 
Baghdad during an hour-long 
barrage Friday, government offi- 
cials said. 

Two of them crashed in re- 
sidential neighbourhoods and 
narrowly missed the abandoned 
U.S. embassy. Government offi- 
cials said several people were 
killed or wounded by the missiles. 

A military spokesman said on 

(Continued on page 5) 

Mourners 
assail U.S. 

By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuters 


MADABA — Mourners 
Sarurday condemned U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush over the char- 
red corpes of three Jordanian oil 
truck drivers killed in air raids on 
the Iraqi highway to Jordan. 

“Down with Bush ... down 
with America shouted more 
than 200 mourners, all men, as 
coffins draped in Jordanian flags 
were taken in ambulances from 
the mortuary of a military hospit- 
al in Amman for burial at three 
separate sites. 

“God make Iraq victorious," 
“O Saddam don’t car;, we are 
ready” to avenge, the mourners 
chanted, in the freezing cold. 

In Madaba, 35 kilometres 
south of Amman, the family and 
friends of dead .driver Moham- 
mad Mghazez. a 45-year-old 
father of 11 children, gathered at 
a small Muslim cemetery. 

As Mghazez’s body was lo- 
wered into hts grave, local reli- 
gious leaders continued cursing 
the United States and its allies for 
attacking Iraq. 

"God save us from Bush, from 
(French President Francois) Mit- 
terrand, from (British Prime 
Minister John) Major and from 
ail the Arab tyrants who have 
sent their troops to join the in- 
fidels attacking Iraq,” said 
Sheikh Suleiman Abu Ghaith. 

Foreign Minister Taher AI 
Masri this week accused U.S. and 
allied planes bombing Iraq of 
knowingly hitting Jordanian tank- 
er micks and civilian cars inside 
Iraq. 

Police said five Jordanians, not 
four as officials earlier reported, 
and one Egyptian were killed in 
air attacks on the highway on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

One Jordanian was buried on 
Friday and the body of another 

was still in Iraq. 

The U.S. State Department 
has said it regretted any p'vilian 
casualties in the war to drive Iraq 
from Kuwait but could not 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A scene from the site of an allied air attack in the governorate of AI 
Anbar (AI Qadissiya) 


King 

meets 

Japanese 

team 

AMMAN (Petra I ■— His Majesty 
King Hussein received at the 
Royal Court Saturday a Japanese 
parliamentary delegation headed 
by Deputy Toshio Yamaguchi. 
chairman of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party's (LDP) econo- 
mic adaptation committee and of 
the parliament's Foreign Econo- 
mic Affairs Committee. 

Mr. Yamaguchi and the de- 
legation members reviewed the 
situation in the Gulf region and 
voiced their appreciation of King 
Hussein's endeavours to resolve 
the crisis peacefully. They ex- 
pressed hope that a ceasefire can 
be secured and a peaceful settle- 
ment of the crisis can be 
achieved. 

King Hussein briefed the de- 
legation on the dangers threaten- 
ing the region in case of con- 
tinued war and the role Jordan 
played to avert the war before it 
broke out. 

The delegation members ex- 
plained to the King the Japanese 
point of view on the crisis and 
lauded Jordan's humanitarian 
role in assisting evacuees coming 
from Iraq and Kuwait. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Jordan rejects U.S. contention 
oil imports violate embargo 

Kingdom determined to defend airspace 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian officials 
Sunday rejected American 
charges that the Kingdom’s im-‘ 
ports of Iraqi oil in lieu of Bagh- 
dad's debts to Amman consti- 
tuted a violation of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq. 

The officials also reaffirmed 
that Jordan would defend its 
sovereignty and territorial in- 
tegrity and would not permit any 
party tft violate its airspace re- 
gardless of what Israel has to say 
about it. 

“As a sovereign state, we will 
not allow anyone to cross our 
airspace and territory,” said a 
senior official referring to a 
“warning" to Jordan issued by 
the chief of Israel's air force 
Friday saying that the Kingdom's 
air force would better stay out if 
the Jewish state's warplanes used 
Jordanian airspace to strike at 
Iraq in retaliation for Iraqi missile 
strike against Israeli cities. 

“It is an escalation of rhetor- 
ics," said the official referring to 
the statement by Major-General 
Avihu Bin-Nun.“It is more of a 
political statement. They (Israel) 
want to" say that they have the 
capability and they would not 
allow anyone to escape punish- 
ment for attacking them." 

But, the official reaffirmed. 


“we cannot tell them ‘you have 
frightened us... so go ahead and 
pass....’" 

In any event, the official 
added, “we still don’t know what 
the Israeli airforce can add to the 
American or (the allied) air force 
that is hitting very hard” at Iraq. 

The official also said Jordan 
was trying “very hard to stay out 
of war" despite "pressures from 
both inside and outside." 

“One is pulling this way and 
the other one is pulling the other 
way,” he said in reference to 
popular sentiments in support for 
Iraq in its confrontation with the 
American-led coalition of 28 
countries. “Everybody should 
understand that it is important for 
the stability of the area to keep 
Jordan politically stable. If Jor- 
dan goes one way or the other 
that will not be in the interests of 
stability in the region." 

Jordan's rejection of the Amer- 
ican contention that Amman was 
violating sanctions against Iraq by 
buying oil from its eastern neigh- 
bour came from another highly 
placed source. 

-“Jordan has always understood 
and maintained that the importa- 
tion of oil and oil derivatives from 
Iraq without payment in cash was 
not a violation of the U.N. sanc- 
tions," said the source. 

“Sanctions are not an end in 
themselves but a means to an 


Attention 


end, namely bringing pressure on 
the state against which sanctions 
are ordered,” the source pointed 
out. “It is no secret that Jordan, 
which has not been left with 
suitable alternate sources to se- 
cure oil for its domestic oil needs, 
was obtaining its oil from Iraq 
because otherwise its economy 
will come to a standstill.” added 
the source, preferring anonymity. 

The comment came in direct 
response to a statement made by 
Margaret Tutwiler. a State De- 
partment spokeswoman, who 
said Friday that the U.S. adminis- 
tration viewed Jordan's import of 
oil from Iraq as a “clear viola- 
tion” of Security Council Resolu- 
tion 661, which imposed econo- 
mic sanctions against Iraq for its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

The statement followed allied 
air attacks on oil tankers bound 
for Jordan last week. At least 
nine tankers were attacked Tues- 
day and Wednesday and five 
Jordanians and one Egyptian 
were killed and at least 12 others 
were wounded in the attacks, 
carried out between the Iraqi 
desert town of AI Rutba and the 
border post of AI Trebeii, 75 
kilometres northeast of the 
Jordanian border at Al 
Ruweished. 

Jordan would be committing 
(Continued on page 2) 


yyy Members of the Press 

The Bani Hamida House 

Will be open every 

Wednesday night until 10 p.m. 

for your shopping convenience 

A selection of bedouin hand-woven rugs, cushions & wall hangings. 
For information call 658696/658697 


Ctiinese 
Re&iauiam | 



Fuss •**- 
Pm<rg mf jj 

Pi«s 


Brlish Council 



nn 


UL 


.Red Snoe 


This project helps 700 women & their children. 
A Y Save The Children Project 




Middle East News 


- - y% r ' 

JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY ^{19^ 


Palestinians hungry 
for news on Gulf war 


By Arthur Max 

The Assoc/ a red Press 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK — 
Like everywhere in the Middle 
East, radios in the West-Bank are 
constantly tuned to news of the 
Gulf war. 

By day. the Palestinians listen 
to Iraqi or Jordanian stations 
broadcasting depictions of Iraq's 
steadfast resistance to the U.S.- 
led alliance. 

As dusk falls the dials turn to 
Israel Radio, which boradcasts 
jhe air raid sirens whenever Iraq 
lobs a missile at Israel. 

‘ An Iraqi Scud missile who- 
oshed over Palestinian villages in 
the occupied West Bank Thurs- 
day. tracing a red streak through 
the rain and exploding with a 
harmless flash in an open field. 

Israeli military censorship pro- 
hibited giving the location of the 
impact or other details that might 
permit Iraq to adjust the aim of 
its missiles. 

It was the second time a missile 
fell short of Tel Aviv and landed 
in the West Bank, where one 
million Palestinians live. 

The first rocket also caused no 
casualties, but the two incidents 
have tempered the Palestinians' 
support for Iraq with a fear of 
filing accidental victims to Iraq's 
attacks. 

"Of course we are afraid. Next 
time it could hit our village. Why 
not?" said Khaldon. a truck driv- 
er who was waiting at an Israeli 


roadblock Friday while soldiers 
tramped through mud looking for 
where the missile landed the 
night before. 

"I go to Tel Aviv every day ai 
four in the morning to pick up 
goods. Do you think my wife 
isn't afraid? She tells me I should 
wait until daylight." 

The Gulf war began like a ray 
of hope for the Palestinians, who 
were frustrated by the political 
impasse that continues in spite of 
their three-vear uprising against 
Israel's occupation. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein held out a promise of move- 
ment. however, when he tried to 
link the Arab-Israeli conflict with 
the Gulf crisis. 

“When the crisis started every- 
one bought a new radio. We are 
listening all the time. We even 
sleep with the radio on," said 
Hosni Nafah. a bank employee. 

“We listen to radio Monte Car- 
lo, to Jordan, to Iraq, to the 
BBC. to Israel. This one lies 
about that one and that one lies 
about the other one. We don’t 
know what's going on." he said. 

In the meantime, expectations 
have faded that the Gulf war will 
bring any changes for the Palesti- 
nians. 

“It's been the same since 
1948.” the year Israel was created 
and the Arabs and Israelis fought 
their first of five wars, said 
Nafah. “All talk, but nobody 
does anything. Power can do 
whatever it wants,” he said. 


Libya sends implicit 
warning to Turkey 


ROME (Agencies) — Libya,, 
saying it was disappointed about 
the stand of “sisterly Islamic" 
Turkey, has expressed hope it 
would become netural in the Gulf 
war. the official Libyan news 
agency reported. 

Turkey, a NATO-member 
country, has been letting U.S. 
warplanes use its bases to stage 
bombing attacks on Iraq. 

Despite the keenness of Libya 
for relations with Turkey, “it 
cannot ignore the stance of the 
Turkish government towards the 
yar going on in the Gulf region, 
which is a stance that was not 
expected from a sisterly Islamic 
state and that would lead to 
fanning the war.” the JANA 
news agency quoted a foreign 
ministry official as saying. 

•‘All that we expect from Tur- 
key is to reconsider its stance 
towards the destructive war in the 
Gulf and whatever positive 
change in this situation happens, 
then it will be understandable 
from our side even if that was no 
more than taking the stance of 
neutrality." the ministry official 
was quoted as saying. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has repeatedly conde- 
mned both Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait and the U.S.-led military 
operations in the Gulf. 

Protests in Turkey 

Riot police using nightsticks 
broke up an anti-war demon- 
stration Friday by hundreds leav- 
ing Friday prayers, witnesses re- 
ported. 

Some fighting broke out be- 
tween the police and the demon- 
strators, but there were no re- 
ported injuries. Witnesses said at 
least 10 people were arrested. 

The unauthorised demonstra- 
tion, involving about 4 00 people, 
began after a group of men left 
Beyazit mosque, near the Istan- 
bul University area in the heart of 
the city. The group marched onto 
the main street and gathered sup- 
porters. 

The crowd then pushed past a 
police ■ cordon and shouted anti- 
Israeli and anti-American slo- 
gans. Police began hitting the 
demonstrators with nightsticks. 

The protest was similar to anti- 
war demonstrations staged for 


the past two weeks in Istanbul 
and several other Turkish cities 
following Friday prayers. 

Meanwhile, a “call for peace” 
march scheduled to be staged 
Saturday in Istanbul by eight 
opposition parties was ordered 
postponed for two months by the 
governor's office. 

The opposition protested the 
order and said, in a statement, 
that 90 per cent of the population 
was against Turkey’s entering a 
war againsr Iraq. 

A Turkish government official 
said Friday .Turkey would expea 
= .support from its NATO allies in 
'-proportion to the size of any Iraqi 
attack. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Tur- 
key itself will consider retaliation 
depending on the nature of the 
attack. 

The official indicated that Tur- 
key’s air force is capable of re- 
sponding to an Iraqi missile or 
aerial attack but if a possible 
confrontation widens, involving 
ground troops, NATO’s aid 
would be reauested. 

U.S. warplanes taking off from 
Indrlik air base in Turkey have 
been bombing Iraq since the start 
of the war. 

Offering an example, the offi- 
cial said if the Indrlik air base, 
which is Turkish territory, is hit 
the response would be different 
from the case of two Iraqi Scud 
missiles falling in an empty field 
near Diyarbakir. the major dty in 
Turkey's southeastern region 
bordering Iraq. 

So far. this message has not 
been followed by any Iraqi attack 
against Turkey. And Turks are 
pretty confident that Iraq will not 
attack Turkey, while most of its 
military power is engaged against 
the U.S.-led alliance in the Gulf. 

Turkey's stance, emphasising 
“proportional response,” 
appeared aimed at reassuring 
NATO allies, in particular Ger- 
many, that they will not be suck- 
ed into a Mideast war at the first 
sign of Iraqi attack against Tur- 
key. 

“There are various scenarios 
and responses according to 
them,” said the high-level offi- 
dal. 
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CHURCHES 

SL- Mary of Nazareth Church Swcifich 
Tel. 8 10740 

Assemblies of Cod Church. Tel. 
6327HS. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
837440. 

De hi Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Temsanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541, 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tel. 771751. 


Amman International Church Tct. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
KIJ295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. Kl 5817. 654 M 32. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied tyy the Department of 
Meteorology. 


A depression accompanied by a cold 
front will a fleet the country Sunday. 
Therefore, it will he cold, cloudy and 
reiny at times, with snow expected in 
hilly areas. In Aqaba, it will be parity 
cloudy to cloudy, and there will he a 
chance for scattered showers. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. to decide on Iraqi request 

UNITED NATIONS ( AP) — The United Nations will decide next 
week whether it is safe to send LLN. personnel into Iraq to determine 
whether the war-stricken nation needs humanitarian aid. officials 
said Friday. Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar will meet 
Monday with James Grant, the director of the U.N. Children's Fund, 
and throughout the week with senior officials of the World Health 
Organisation and other relief agencies, said U.N. spokesman 
Francois Giuliani. In response to an Iraqi request for relief aid, the 
two agencies said last week that they would look into the situation as 
soon as they could safely send staff members to Iraq. Iran has asked 
the Security Council's sanctions committee for permission to send 
food aid. mainly powdered milk and infant formula, to Iraqi civilians. 
Distribution of the aid would be supervised by the Iranian Red 
Crescent, that country's equivalent of the Red Cross. The sanctions 
committee said it needed a determination from the secretary-general 
on whether Iraq required assistance. 

Hanoi newspaper: Bush wants to rule Gulf 

HANOI (R) — Nhan Dan, the official newspaper of Vietnam’s 
Communist Party, said Saturday Washington’s aims in the Gulf war 
were to seize control of the oil-rich region and eradicate Iraq's 
military might. “The United States' target is not only to ‘liberation of 
Kuwait' but... also to exterminate the Iraqi administration, military 
strength and President Saddam Hussein himself.” it said in the 
strongest attack on the United States since the war broke out. Nhan 
Dan's coverage of the Gulf fighting has been generally neutral. The 
government, which says it is neutral in the war. has urged both sides 
to seek peace. "The second U.S. target in this war is to control the 
oil-rich area in the Gulf, which produces more than 30 percent of the 
world oil output, in order to manipulate Japan and its West 
European allies which depend on Gulf oil.” the daily added. 

Iraq criticises India 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Saturday that India should abandon its 
“unfriendly course” and not allow any more U.S. transport planes, 
being used in the allied Gulf war effort, to refuel in Bombay. “We 
received with great surprise and regret the report that Indian 
authorities allowed 38 U.S. C-141 planes to refuel at Bombay airport 
under the flimsy pretext that these planes are not carrying weapons 
or destructive equipment, but are used for humanitarian purposes.” a 
Foreign Ministry statement said. “While we reject this unfriendly 
course followed by the Delhi authorities, we also reject the pretext 
given and demand the Indian government should not repeat such 
behaviour,” said the statement, broadcast by Baghdad Radio 
monitored in Cyprus. It said India's “behaviour... completely 
contradicts the non-aligned policy of India, one of the founding 
countries of the Non-Aligned Movement.” India is trying to bring 
together leading members of the 102-nation Non-Aligned Movement 
i to formulate a peace initiative on the Gulf war which started on Jan. 

• 17. “What kind of humanitarian task is this that is carried out by the 
! U.S. planes of death? Is the killing of innocents and the shelling of 
I civilian, economic, religious, educational, and health centres listed 
under the conditions of humanity?” the Iraqi statement said. 

Belgium denies ransom report 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium Saturday denied a report it paid a top 
Palestinian guerrilla $3 million on ransom when he visited Brussels 
hours before the Gulf war began. The Flemish daily Het Laatste 
Nieuws. quoting “a foreign ministry source.” said a senior diplomat 
gave 100 million francs ($3.3 million) to Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC) spokesman Walid Khaled following the release of a Belgian 
family held hostage since 1987. “Foreign Minister Mark Eyskens 
formally denies the report according to which 100 million francs were 
paid as a ransom for the release of the Houtekins family,” the 
Foreign Ministry said in a terse statement. The scandal over Mr. 
Khaied. detained by Brussels police after he was spotted in the city’s 
main square on Jan. 16, has deeply embarrassed Belgium's coalition 
government. : ,-r. 

S. African Muslims'want to aid Iraq 

DLIRBAN. South Africa (AP) — A Muslim group has asked the 
government for permission to transfer 2 million rand ($800,000) to an 
overseas bank to help Iraq, the South African Broadcasting 
Corporation (SABC) reported. A spokesman for the group told the 
S ABC - that international sanctions imposed against Iraq after its 
Aug. 2‘ invasion of Kuwait had led to rampant disease and 
malnutrition. He said the money would be used to provide food and 
baby milk for Iraqis. There was no immediate government comment 
On the request, which would require approval from the South African 
foreign exchange. The government has supported the U.S. -led 
alliance fighting Iraq and offered use of its air bases and harbours to 
U.S. planes and ships. 

Police detain Syrian after fire 

MASSA, Italy (R'l — Police said they detained a Syrian Friday on 
suspicion of being the man who claimed responsibility for a fire at a 
nonhem Italian port- this week. Police did not give the man’s name 
but said he was aged 29 and came from Damascus. He had lived for 
several months near the north-west Italian port of Massa and worked 
for local marble quarries. Thursday’s fire destroyed more than 1,000 
tonnes of engine oil and other goods in storage tanks at Massa and 
halted port operations. The Italian news agency ANSA reported that 
a man speaking with a foreign accent telephoned its Florence office, 
claimed responsibility for the fire and threatened other attacks. 

AFP to sue Pentagon 

PARIS (R) — The French news agency Agence France-Presse (AFP) 
said Friday it was taking legal action in the United States against the 
Pentagon for excluding it from U.S. Defence Department press 
pools. An AFP statement quoted the agency's lawyer. Joshua 
Kaufman, as saying a denial of access to the pools breached the first 
amendment of the American constitution guaranteeing freedom of 
expression. “We intend to seek temporary and permanent injunction 
against the DoD (Department of Defence), enjoining them from 
continuing to illegally bar AFP from its pools and denying them 
access to pool materials," Mr. Kaufman said. AFP said it was 
currently being denied access to news pictures of the Gulf war from 
DoD pools in Saudi Arabia. “AFP has sought access to these pools 
for several years and has been denied. No reason has ever been 
provided. There are no standards or criteria for pool participation. 
The derisions are arbitrarily made without any avenue for appeal or 
recourse.” the statement said. 


King 

Hassan 

warns 

pro-Iraqis 

RABAT ( AP) — King Hassan has 
warned pro-Iraqi groups to im- 
mediately halt demands to with-, 
draw the 1,200 troops Morocco 
has contributed to the multi- 
national coaltion in Saudi Arabia. 

The king, under mounting 
pressure by opposition political 
parties and trade unions, said in a 
nationally broadcast speech Fri- 
day that the constitution gives him 
the right to send troops where he 
wishes. 

"Those who in the future criti- 
cise the presence of the Moroccan 
army in Saudi Arabia will have the 
law applied .against them,” King 
Hassan said. “The law is clear.” 
Moroccan law makfes it a crime 
punishable by fines or imprison- 
ment to criticise the presence of 
the army in a foreign country. 
Such criticism is thought to harm 
morale. 

■ King Hassan stressed that the 
Moroccan contingent acts inde- 
' pendentlv of other foreign forces 
in Saudi Arabia and is confined to 
a purely defensive position. SS 
kilometres from the combat area. 

The address came hours after 
the National Committee for Soli- 
darity with the Iraqi People, com- 
posed of trade unions and opposi- 
tion parties, demanded that the 
troops be withdrawn. 

The committee urged an im- 
mediate ceasefire in the Gulf war, 
the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops, and nationwide campaigns 
to collect blood, medicine and 
food for Iraq. 

The appeal was the latest in 
daily expressions of solidarity with 
Iraq by opposition parties and 
newspapers. The journal Al Alam 
on Friday urged Moroccans to 
boycott French goods. 

Opposition 

snubs 

Pakistani 

premier 

. 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's' 

I main opposition bloc boycotted a 
meeting called by Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif on Friday to discuss 
the Gulf war, snubbing him for 
his anti-Iraq policy. 

Mr. Sharif rejected their de- 
mands that Pakistan should with- 
draw its troops from the Gulf. 

Mr. Sharif invited politicians to 
brief them about a Gulf peace 
mission he made to six Muslim 
countries last week. He told those 
who attended that Pakistan 
would keep its 11,000 troops in 
Saudi Arabia, where they are on 
the side of a U.S.-led multina- 
tional force trying to drive Iraq’s 
army from Kuwait. 

But the four-party Pakistan 
Democratic Alliance (PDA), led 
by former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party, 
did not attend the meeting, 
saying it would serve no purpose. 

Opposition parties and some 
groups in Mr. Sharif s ruling Isla- 
mic Democratic Alliance (IDA) 
want Pakistan to oppose attacks 
on Iraq by the U.S.-led allies and 
to recall its troops. 

“Pakistani troops will remain in 
Saudi Arabia so long as the Saudi 
government is facing a danger 
and needs them,” Information 
Adviser Sheikh Rashid Ahmad 
quoted the prime minister as tell- 
ing the meeting. 

“There is no question of with- 
drawing our troops,” Mr. Sharif 
said. 

Pakistan says is will only de- 
fend Saudi Arabia, will not attack 
Iraq and are under Saadi rather 
than the allied command. 


F%res still hopes for peace talks 




VIENNA (R) — Israeli opposi- 
tion leader Shimon Peres said 

Friday he still hoped for peace 
talks with Palestinians despite 
guerrilla rocket attacks in the 
Jewish state's self-proclaimed 
“security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

“I do hope that there will be 
' courageous Palestinian leaders 
who will come up and say the 
time has come to sit down and 
make peace because I believe the 
Palestinian problem cannot be 
solved by missiles or bombs,” Mr. 
Peres told a news conference. 

Mr. Peres said the, attacks 
drove even the most moderate 
Israeli politicians to the conclu- 
sion that it had been a mistake to 
support peace talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) which Palestinians 
regard as their sole representa- 
tive. 

Mr. Peres, leader of the Israel 
Labour Party, spoke during a 
break in a Socialist International 


King 


(Continued from page 1) 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and the Japanese 
ambassador to Amman. 

The visiting Japanese delega- . 
tion includes five parliament 
members and 11 assistants and 
officials. 

The delegation was received 
Thursday by Minister of Planning 
Khalid Amin Abdullah, who dis- 
cussed with the delegation mem- 
bers Japan’s participation in relief 
operations in evacuee camps and 
ways to support Jordan, which is 
suffering because of the war in 
the Gulf and the flood of eva- 
cuees into the Kingdom. 

The delegation has visited 
Egypt and is expected to go to 
Syria on Sunday in thecourse of a 
current Middle Eastern tour. 

Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

“economic suicide” if it cut off its 
oil supply from Iraq in view of the 
fact that it has no other suitable 
alternatives, the source told the 
Jordan Times. “No one will en- 
tertain the thought that (Jordan’s 
oil imports) from Iraq were in 
violation of the sanctions (against 
Iraq),” he said. 

Another senior official also 
pointed out that “Iraq was not 
benefirting from supplying oil to 
Jordan” since the supplies were 
being' made in settlement of 
Iraq’s debts to Jordan. Baghdad 
owed S3 10 million in outstanding 
dues to Jordan and was paying 
monthly instalments of $12 mil- 
lion prior to the invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“For the past six months. Jor- 
dan, with the knowledge of all 
members of the Security Council, 
has been importing its oil needs 
from Iraq without payment in 
cash.” the source pointed out. 
"We do not think it is a violation 
of the sanctions...,” he said. 

Senior U.N. officials, in Am- 
man as well as at the world body's 
headquarters in New York, have 
gone on record saying that Jordan 
had little choice but to import oil 
from Iraq in view of the economic 
conditions of the Kingdom, 
thrown into chaos by the direct 
and indirect consequences of the 
Gulf crisis and the adherence to 
the embargo against Iraq. 

Another senior official said in 
informal and formal contacts with 
Washington since the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait, Jordan was given ’ 
to understand that the U.S., 
"while not approving the King- 
dom's position, was also not ob- 
jecting to its oil imports from 
Iraq," 

The allied attacks on oil tank- 
ers and the new American posi- 
tion on the oil issue are “the 
latest links in the chain of politic- 
al pressure applied on Jordan for 
its refusal to join the war camp 
against Iraq,” the official said. 

“There cannot be any other 
explanation since they knew very 
well that we did not have suitable 
alternative arrangements and that 
we had informed the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee of our posi- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba IK. Humidity readings: 
Amman 85 per cent. Aqaha 311 per 
cent. 
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prepduim meeting' on the Gulf 
crisis. 

He said PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat was the main obstacle for 
Palestinians to come to terms 
with the Israeli state: 

“I think that Arafat is not the 
sole representative of Palesti- 
nians but the sole obstacle for 
Palestinians to make a peaceful 
solution.’’ Mr. Petes said. 

Palestinian guerrillas fired 
Katyusha rockets in the zone on 
Friday for the fourth day. Mr. 
Arafat, who backs Iraq in the 
Gulf war, has denied ordering the 
attacks. 

Israel regards them as a PLO 
attempt to open a symbolic 
second front in the Golf war and 
threatens tough retaliation. 

Its northern army commander, 
Major-General Yossi Peled, said 
Friday Israel would not be drag- 
ged into prolonged fighting in the 
buffer zone. “It should be dear 
that we don't intend to be drag- 


tion,” the official told the Jordan 
Times. 

“They did not inform us of 
their objections, if any, and the 
attack on the tankers came as a 
total shock and surprise to us,” 
the official said. “After all, the 
issue could have been discussed 
and they could have conveyed 
their position to us if they wanted 
to,” added the official. 

Informing Parliament of the 
attacks on the tankers. Foreign 
Minister Taber AI Masri Wednes- 
day said he bad lodged strong 
protests with the American- 
ambassador as well as the ambas- 
sadors of the four other perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council. He also said he had 
made it clear that Jordan would 
respond to such attacks, if repe- 
ated, in the manner it deemed fit. 

Mourners 

(Continued from page 1) 

guarantee the safety of people 
travelling on the road. 

It has said Jordanian oil im- 
ports from Iraq break U.N. sanc- 
tions. a charge rejected by Am- 
man. U.S. officials also say the 
highway is in a war zone and 
contend that Iraq is using culverts 
to hide Scud missiles along it. 

Sheikh Suleiman, echoing 
popular views, said Iraq was like- 
ly to emerge victorious from its 
war. 

“Bush, the great, sataq, was 
shocked because his intelligence 
and army told him that the. battle 
with Iraq would be over in a few 
hours,” Sheikh Suleiman, 
preaching from a sand mound, 
said to shouts of “amin” and 
Allahu Akbar. 

Hammadi 

(Continued from page 1) 

will undoubtedly take a position 
quite different from their present 
one,” IRNA quoted Deputy 
Speaker Assadollah 1 Bayat as 
saying. 

Ayatollah Bayat said “fresh 
efforts will be intensified inside 
and outside the country to com- 
pel the United States and Iraq to 
make peace in the ‘Persian’ 
Gulf.” 

That appeared to be a refer- 
ence to visits by Iraqi, French, 
Yemeni and Algerian envoys to 
Tehran. 

The presence in Tehran of 
Francois Scheer, an under- 
secretary at the French foreign 
ministry, and Mr. Hamadi,.wbo is 
a member of Iraq’s ruling Re- 
volutionary Command Council, 
has been described by the official 
media as significant. But France 
has denied the two men would 
meet. 

France had been a major ally of 
Iraq until Paris joined the 28- 
nation, U.S.-dominated coalition 
ranged against Baghdad. 

The foreign ministers of Alger- 
ia and Yemen were also in the 
Iranian capital for individual dis- 
cussions on ways of ending the 
war. 

“Recent developments in the 
Persian Gulf and the massacre of 
innocent Muslims are the most 
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ged into a gradual escalation j>oL 

that we- win end' -it, ami 
mediately,” Gen. Petcd tpra 
Israel Radio Friday. : 

Asatrian Chancellor Fran^ 

Vnuiitzky, a vice-president of 
Socialist International, told 
porters the presufium had agreed 1 ; 
that peace is the Middle 
could only be achieved at a cpw| 

fere nee, which- would Be rrsddsS. 

died on the CSCE (Cbnfcreocc? 
on Security and Cooperation ht 
Europe). He gaye no details. \ 

Austrian Foreign Minister^ 
Alois Mock announced Thursday 
that Austria was working otir a 
j^an for Middle East £fisararea-> , 
meat talks following the Gulfv 
war. 

Mr. Mock told Kurier iWWSfi 
paper this envisaged a tegiona^,; 
disarmament conference. Austria^ 
would present details after tbe| 
end of the war both at bflaieca£g 
level and within the framework -ciljq 
the United Nations. -~74 


saddening tragedy of toda; 
humanity " Mr. Rafsanjani to 
Algerian Foreign Ministtg 
Sidahmad Ghozali, referring ti 
17 days of allied air raids on Iraq 

“We feel Muslims being killed^ 
and their resources destroyed! 
through an arrogant plot wittf* 
international justification. Unfor— 
ornately, this condition arose% 
from a wrong and miscalculate*!; 
move, providing an opportunity 
for enemies of Islam,” the radio 
quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as sayin 

“The hands of Muslims the- 
selves are also at work and 
mischief originated from Islamic 
.countries. This shows lack Of 
maturity and realism.” Mr; Raf- 
sanjani said. 

Mr. Hammadi told Tehran 
Radio that he had briefed Iranian ^ 
officials on “the conditions' if 
Iraq, the destructive war wWdfc.-s^ 
has begun against us and regicmife^" i 
problems." 

Mr. Rafsanjani. who was 
scheduled to meet Yemen’s Forip^j.- 
ign Minister Abdul Aziz Al Daj^y.v 
Saturday to explore a peacefp||g 
solution, told Mr. Ghozali Ira^v 
would do all it could ‘To end > HjE"r ~ 
misery of the Muslim and nrighfp^ 
homing nation of Iraq.” 


Israel 


(Continued from page 

Israel's military is coasiderid^^i 
plan to use-, commandos to* destroy 
.Scud launchers., and qther .targets iif 
-western Iraq, informed sources say; 
But Israel is telegraphing conflicting 
Signals about its willingness to tty. . 
such a risky raid. ‘ Jfj 

Top Israeli officials indicated the 
are impatient with the restraint urgcJuF 
them by the United States, which||g 
hopes to hold off an Israeli attack by 
finding and destroying the Scud laun^ ^S 
chers themselves." ; 3 

The Iraqis have launched some 30 a 
Scuds at Israel since Jan. 18.. And "4 
although the United States and fcf 
allies have bombed some of the lafcn- . 
cheis, Israeli officials say at least 15 - 1 
remain. }'■■■=■ i 

“We gave you enough time to solve' 
the problem,” said Rear Admiral - .^ 
Avaraham Ben-Shoshan, Israel's de-; 
fence attache in the U.S.. “Wetwra 3J 
to participate and take care of tile )§§ 

threat.” J9® 

Israeli leaders have indicated that if-^® 
Iraq were to fire chemical weapons^^p 
Israel would retaliate. 

If that happens, the military 
ready with a plan that carries immiSr^fl 
takable Israeli fingerprints, said oo&Jii 
source. 

The plan calls for Israeli planes 
fly over Saudi Arabia into westenr-?*| 
Iraq and drop paratroopers at points?slj 
where Scuds have been sighted by6$|g 
reconnaissance planes, he said. .q|| 
Once on the ground, the com man-: 
dos could also destroy the H-2 awf i 
H-3 air bases in western Iraq toj 
prevent any possibility of aiiplane^l 
taking off to attack Israel, the source;' 

Capture of the raiders would de*’.: 
moralise Israel, expose the country to- b 
ridicule and could draw Israel into'the^f 
war. The United States fears such.-, 
Israeli involvement would risk the^i 
support of the Arab members of the- : J 
anti-Iraq coalition. ** 

The United States has decided that j - 

.if Israel is bent on attacking anfflf 
cannot be dissuaded, flying over J; 
Saudi Arabia would be preferrablel^ 
said a U.S. official. -r 

The Defence Department would ^ 
then have to provide Israel with,^ 
identification friend or foe (IFF) i* 
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Thousands volunteer to defend nation 

By Sarnia Nakhoul 


Reuter 

■v^MMAN — Artist Wassef 
Iwafi has laid down his brush 
nd is learning to use a gun 
. -long with thousands of Jorda- 
; ians who want to defend their 
. ountry and, if possible, fight 
or defending Iraq. 

■ “I feel threatened ... the 
' ■' trash won't do me any good in 
.-var time! It won't defend me 
• jr defend my country,” Mwafi. 
•15, said during a break in 
oaramilitary training in Am- 
man .with Jordan’s volunteer 
"Popular Army. 

’■ Jordanian officials on 
-Wednesday said 320.000 men 
'bid women had volunteered 
for the country's Popular 
Army since the Gulf crisis be- 
gan on Aug. 2. 

The volunteers, aged be- 
tween 16 and 55. include doc- 
tors, engineers, lawyers, 
labourers and industrialists. 

The Popular Army was 
founded in 1985 as a national 
defence force to back up the 
regular army in any attack on 
Jordan. 

Its volunteer ranks have 
more then doubled since the 


start of war between Iraq and 
U.S.-led forces, in a reflection 
of strong patriotic and pro- 
Iraqi sentiment. 

"People feel threatened, 
especially since all the coun- 
tries surrounding Jordan are 
armed with sophisticated 
weapons and have Tierce 
armies.” Brigadier Ghazi A1 
Tayeb, commander of the Peo- 
ple's Arniy. told Reuters. 

He said he had been forced 
to quadruple the number of 
training courses to cope with 
the flood of volunteers since 
war started on Jan. 17 and 
keep up their "enthusiasm and 
drive." 

■•The average was 10 ses- 
sions every two months now it 
is 20 sessions every month,” 
Tayeb said. Volunteers were 
put on standby after they com- 
pleted training bur were not 
given guns. 

Mwafi and his comrades, 
clad in brown army fatigues, 
are following a five-week 
course in civil defence, first aid 
and protection against chemic- 
al warfare. 

As a hack-up to the 100,000- 
man regular army, they also 
learn to use light and medium 


weapons, dig trenches, fortify 
positions and guard - govern- 
ment installations and build- 
ings. 

"What is happening now is 
an onslaught against our cul- 
ture and civilisation. They (the 
allied forces) want to turn 
Baghdad into a graveyard. The 
West wants to be the master of 
this world and we refuse to be 
slaves,” Mwafi said. 

Talal Abu Rayala, a 40-year- 
old civil engineer and father of 
three, explained why he 
wanted to fight for Baghdad. 

“If Iraq is defeated then we 
will all fall. There will be no 
security in Jordan, Syria. 
Egypt or any other Arab coun- 
try ... there will be instability 
everywhere.” he said. 

Many Jordanians and 
Palestinians have also gone to 
Iraq's embassy in Amman, 
pleading to be taken to the war 
front. 

"We want to become mar- 
tyrs. We want to die. Wh\ are ’ 
you preventing us t'.us hon- 
our?” Khaled Al Abadi asked 
an embassy official. “Ever* 
time I come here you tell :.ie 
not yet ... when are yon -.uing 
to take us?" 


Palestinians, who see Sad- 
dam as a champion of their 
rights, are also flocking to the 
Palestinian National Council 
(PNC) offices in Amman to 
register to fight. 

Hamdi Tabaa’. head of a 
2l>man private committee rais- 
ing funds for the People's 
Army, said his group had col- 
lected JD 150.000 (S230.000) 
in under two weeks. Banks 
have also opened accounts for 
donations. 

"There is not a single house- 
hold in Jordan which is not 
doing something for Iraq. Ev- 
erybody. despite different poli- 
tical affiliations, religion or 
class, is united in one thing — 
Iraq's victory and to defend 
Jordan.” Tabaa’ said. 

Although most volunteers 
were aware their military skills fell 
behind allied standards, they 
said the image that the United 
States and its allies were in- 
vincible had gone. 

"A crushing war led by what 
•ney call the greatest power in 
the world has been going on 
for rwo weeks and Iraq is still 
resisting,” said volunteer 
Ahmad Tabshat. a 42-year-old 
lawyer. 


Air raids slow down flow of evacuees 



i 

i 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter- 

AMMAN — The flow of fore- 
igners, mostly Arabs and 
Asians, fleeing the- Gulf war 
zone to Jord^ haS stowed to a 
trickle again aftje* surge fol- 
lowing Iraq's relaxation of new 
exit formalities imposed after 
the outbreak of hostilities on 
Jan. 17. 

Less than 500 refugees had 
crossed into the Kingdom bv 
noon Saturday, among their 
group of Indian nurses - 
dependents whose arriv en- 
ded weeks of specularic • and 
anxiety in India over heir 
whereabouts, witnesses said. 

According to Jordanian offi- 
cials and representatives of in- 
ternational relief agencies,. the 
shortage of fuel in Iraq, whose 
refineries have been hit in the 
allied bombing raids which be- 
gan Jan. 17 t and fears of get- 
ting caught in the air assaults 
seem to be the main reason 
behind the slowdown. 

Several non-Arabs who ar- 
rived here Friday reported 
seeing wreckage of bombed- 
out vehicles on the main 
Baghdad- Amman highway, in- 
cluding some hit by direct 
machine gunfire. 

"There cannot be any mis- 
take about it,” said William 
Brown, an American activist 
who was visiting Iraq in a bid 
to avert war. "The marks on 
the road and some of the vehi- 
cles leave no doubt that the 
attacks involved machine-guns 
from low-flying aircraft,” said 
Mr. Brown, who has served in 
the American marine corps 
and saw combat in Vietnam. 


Fears of attack during the 
journey to the border from the 
Iraqi capital were proved real 
last week when it was con- 
firmed by the foreign ministe 
Mr. Taher Al Ma c u. who to’ ■ 
^'Parliament tha'jtfeastDm ; jiJ 
' lahkerS and sep'res^ bf ’ other; 
5 vehicles fctindror Tdrdan weVe“ 
hit in .'bar 
del* 1 .rati 

Meanwhile, charter flights 
arT.-.nged by the International 
O- .lisation -for Migration 
■J.M) continued. Two flights 
carrying about 550 Asians — 
Indians, Pakistanis, Sri Lank- 
ans and Bangladeshis — flew 
to Bombay and Dhaka Thurs- 


day ? i r.-iday and another 
flip’ wis leaving Saturday 

«*■ -niPj. 


, I f was also announced Satur- 
day that thq European Com- 
‘ ihunity was. finaricin£T22har- 
1 rer flights for A'iiaii eVk'cliees. ' 
V- A. -) apjmese d< e le was 
' in Amman Hiscu'ssfng posnbili- 
ties of sending Japanese milit- 
ary planes to fly home the 
evacuees. The issue of sending 
military planes is a very con- 
troversial issue in Tokyo since 
many see it as setting a prece- 
dent and as a forerunner for 
some of Japanese military en- 
gagement in the Gulf against 
the country's constitution. 


EC to finance 12 
evacuee flights 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The European Community has agreed to 
finance the operation of 12 charter flights to repatriate Asian and 
Sudanese evacuees from Jordan. All flights will be chartered and 
coordinated by the International Organisation for Migration 
(IMO). IMO said in a statement. 

The decision was announced Saturday in Amman by EC 
Ambassador Christian Falkowski. 

Two daily Royal Jordanian flights carrying 139 passengers each 
have been operatig since Jan. 29 from Queen Alia airport to 
Khartoum, explained IOM's Chief of Mission, Peter Schatzer. In 
addition, two Aeroflot flights were utilised to repatriate approx- 
imately 600 Asian nationals from Aqaba to Bombay. 

Two more flights from Amman to India were scheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday. With these flights the U.N. -coordinated 
rescue operation will evacuate all nationals from the Indian 
sub-continent presently in transit in Jordan. The last group will 
include 125 Indian nurses who arrived from Iraq Saturday. 

Arrangements are also being made for the repatriation of more 
than 150 Vietnamese nurses who have arrived in Jordan after a 
first attempt to leave Iraq several days ago had been unsuccessful. 


However, a senior official 
indicated that Jordan had not 
received any official Japanese 
request to allow military planes 
to land in the Kingdom. But. 
he said. Jordan had no objec- 
tion in prindple-fo' gram tend* ’• 
ing rights to such aircraft as 
long as they would be used to 
transport evacuees. 

"The controversy in Tokyo 
is a Japanese problem,” said 
the official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. "In principle 
we do not have anything 
against granting the planes 
landing rights as long as they ( 
would be used to carry home 
refugees.” 

According to official figures. 
3,762 evacuees remained in 
Jordan as of Saturday morning 
awaiting flights home. These 
included 1,430 Sudanese. 415 
Yemenis, 270 Indians, 150 
Vietnamese, 75 Bangladeshis. 

68 Egyptians and 310 other 
nationalities. j 

Hie figures also indicated 
that at lest 60 Somali nationals 
who had sought help from The 
United Nations High Commis-" 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
had left, presumably for home. 
Over 450 somalis were await- 
ing UNHCR help for alternate 
refuge in light of the civil war 
in their country. The civil war 
appeared to have ebbed last 
week with President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre fleeing the 
country, but fear of renewed 
fighting remained after several 
of the fictions which made up 
the main force which ousted 
him started political bickering 
among themselves. 


Eyewitnesses tell the story of Baghdad 


- By Mariam M. Shah in 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

^MMAN — War and its horrors 
em to follow some people 
ound wherever they go. And 
ir is a constant reality for the 
etnamese and Sudanese re- 
gees from Iraq who are now 
■used at the An dal us refugee 
mp -outside Amman. 

All the 150 Vietnamese nurses 
to arrived here last Thursday, 
d most of the . 100 Sudanese 
io are housed in Al Andalus 
iiting to fly home, have war 
es from Iraq to tell. 

"I heard of many families that 
re killed in Baghdad during the 
mbing,” said Ahmad Mobam- 
id H assail from Khartoum. 
Tie men were not there to bury 

an, so the neighbours had to 
that.” he told the Jordan 

hes. 

Nassau is an auto mechanic, 
o along with many of his com- 
aiots had witnessed long years 
.conflict in bis own countiy. He 
d when “the sky lit up,” over 
ghdad he was not scared. "I 


u$ed to stand on the roof to watch 
the bombardment while the rest 
of the people hid in the shelters.” 
be calmly said. 

"Many areas in my neighbour- 
hood were hit, but were not 
completely destroyed. Baghdad is 
mostly full of women and chil- 
dren. It fakes a lot more to 
destroy the city,” he said. 

“1 was not afraid because if I 
die I will go to heaven. When an 
American kills you, your place is 
in heaven because God is with us 
and not with the devil ... I am not 
afraid,” Hassan insisted. 

He said he and his Sudanese 
colleagues, who arrived here 
Tuesday, would return to Bagh- 
dad to resume work there. 

One Vietnamese staff nurse 
who had lived through the Viet- 
nam war and who had experi- 
enced U.S. bombardment of her 
home town in "Vietnam said that 
she too had "not been afraid” 
when the bombers hit the holy 
city of Al Najaf on Jan. 19. 

“I was not afraid but I was 
surprised. No one thought that Al 


Najaf would be hit because it is a 
holy city,” said Vo Kem Ngoc. 

While Ngoc could not give an 
estimate of how many people had 
died on that day in Al Najaf, she 
could tell exactly what she saw. 

"I work in the Saddam Hospit- 
al and on that night 12 people 
died in my hospiraJ from the 
bombing and we treated about 30 
Injuries,” sajd Ngoc. 

There are five other hospitals 
in Al Najaf arid, according to 
Ngoc, about SO people died in 
those hospitals on the night of 
Jan. 19. 

The people in Al Najaf said 
the staff nurses “had not pre- 
pared themselves for war simply 
because they believed that they 
would be spared in this war. 
Again -and again Ngoc repeated 
to the Jordan Times, “it's a holy 
city, it's a holy city." 

According to Ngoc and other 
Vietnamese nurses who had been 
stationed in Baghdad, medicine is 
becoming more scarce and 
hygienic conditions are continual- 
ly deteriorating. 


Most of the nurses who have 
one- or two-year contracts to 
work in Iraq at a salary of S300 a 
month, said they would return 
'in a month or iwo after things 
get better." 

"The Iraqis treated us very 
well,” said nurse Nouyen Tai Tri. a 
maternity nurse at a Baghdad 
hospital. "They gave us sugar, 
rice, tea and fresh fruit, we will 
go back." 

Ton Nu Thi Ha, wbo said she is 
a descendent of the last Viet- 
namese imperial family and who 
comes from Hanoi, reported that 
the number of women coming to 
the hospitals to deliver their 
babies had decreased since the 
war began. “Now there are fewer 
babies than before," she said. 

There are over 2,000 Viet- 
namese from both Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Min city still in Iraq and their 
embassy there has remained 
open to care for them said the 
refugees. Vietnamese nurses 
hope to get back home before 
Feb. 15, the Vietnamese new 
year’s day. 


Queen Noor receives 
Japanese delegation 

AMMAN (JT.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday received 
members of the Japanese Liberal Democratic Party's group Tor 
evacuee relief wbo are currently visiting Jordan. The Queen 
briefed the delegation on the current situation of the evacuees and 
on the impact of the Gulf war on Jordan's economic and human 
development processes. Queen Noor also discussed with the 
Japanese groups ways to support Jordanian income-generating 
schemes and to help combat poverty and safeguard the health and 
nutritional status of women and children. The Queen expressed 
Jordan's appreciation of Japan's assistance to the Kingdom during 
these hard tunes. The meeting was attended by Japanese ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Tadayuki Nonoyama, head of the evacuees welfare 
committee Salameh Hammad and Noor Al Hussein Foundation's 
Director General lnaam Al Mufti. 


Christian, Muslim 
leaders meet 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Heads of 
Christian communities in Jordan 
Saturday voiced their keenness 
on cooperation with the govern- 
ment in matters designed to en- 
hance the sense of national be- 
longing and national unity, and 
lauded the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs efforts in this re- 
gard. 

Bishop Salim Al Sayegh of the 
Roman Catholic Church, Bishop 
Elia Khouri of the Anglican 
Church and Monsignor Raouf 
Najjar, representative of the 
Apostolic delegation in Jordan 
voiced their support for the 
ministry during a meeting with 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Ibrahim Zeid Kilani. 
They told the minister that they 
appreciated his mosque sermons 
in which he advocated cohesion 


among the Jordanian family and 
solid support for the Jordanian 
leadership. 

Discussion during the meeting 
dealt with the looming danger 
which threatens the existence of 
all Jordanians. They explored 
means of consolidating national 
unity and thwarting any attempt 
to cause splits within Jordanian 
ranks. 

Earlier, Kilani chaired a meet- 
ing of mosque preachers and 
stressed the need to bolster and 
increase public awareness in spir- 
itual and national unity matters in 
view of the crucial circumstances 
facing the Arab and Islamic na- 
tions. Chief Islamic Justice 
Sheikh Mohammad Mheilan and 
the Kingdom's mufti were among 
those attending the meeting. 


Algerian doctors 
arrive in Baghdad 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 16 The spokesman said that the 


Algerian doctors arrived Satur- 
day in Baghdad as a first batch of 
400 Algerian physicians and spe- 
cialists who have volunteered to 
offer medical assistance to the 
injured in Iraq as a result of the 
ongoing American-led aggression 
on the Arab country. 

Earlier, doctors from Jordan, 
Tunisia and Palestine were sent 
to Iraq on the same humanitarian 
mission; and doctors from Libya 
and Morocco are expected to 
follow soon, according to the 
Ammar^based Arab Doctors Un- 

; itih (ADU)." • 

A spokesman for the ADU’s 
• health committee Whichris orga- 
nising the missions said the union 
had earlier issued an appeal to all 
Arab states to send doctors and 
specialists to offer assistance to 
injured civilians in Iraq. 


Iraqi national Red Crescent Soci- 
ety takes charge of the operations 
inside Iraq, distributing the 
volunteer doctors to various hos- 
pitals. 

Upon their arrival in Amman 
en route to Baghdad Friday after- 
noon, the Algerian doctors ex- 
pressed their readiness to do all 
they can to help the Iraqi people. 
They all voiced absolute support 
for the Iraqis in their steadfast- 
ness and in repelling aggression 
on Iraqi territory; and said they 
felt ‘it an honour to offer huma- 
m'faWan aksistbrice- 'ro (heir, 
brothers and sisters now sub- 
jec*ed*to the U.S.-led aggression 
on the Arab Nation. The doctors 
denounced the stand of Arab 
states allied with U.S. and urged 
Arab doctors and nurses to offer 
assistance to the injured civilians. 


Alawneh reviews 
agricultural policy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Mohammad Alaw- 
neh Saturday said the govern- 
ment was ready to deal with 
problems faring agricultural ex- 
ports of .vegetables and fruits and 
that efforts are continuing to 
open the way for importing im- 
porters certain products since 
competition would bring down 
the prices and benefit the con- 
sumers. 

The minister was addressing a 
meeting held at the Amman cen- 
tral vegetable market attended by 
exporters and middlemen. He re- 
viewed with them the export- 
import process and problems fac- 
ing the merchants. 

Discussion during the meeting 
also focused on the idea of con- 
fining the process of importing 
vegetables and other products to 
one corporation or company, but 
no derision was taken in this 
respect. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, the exporters and 
middlemen pros posed that they 


be represented at meetings re- 
lated to the agricultural sector so 
that their views could be taken 
into consideration. The minister 
promised to study the proposal. 

Since the closure of Gulf Arab 
countries' markets in the face of 
Jordanian produce, the govern- 
ment has been seeking new mar- 
kets in Africa and Europe. Most 
of the Jordan’s agricultural pro- 
ducts used to go to Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait before the Gulf crisis 
began last August. 

Alawneh was reported earlier 
to have said that his ministry was 
trying to help the local farmers 
market their milk and stressed 
that a ban on the importation of 
dried powdered milk that had 
been used in the dairy industry 
will continue. 

A 

The minister urged dairy plants 
to use the locally produced milk 
for increased production of 
cheese and yoghurt which can 
easily be marketed in the King- 
dom. 


Foreign wives 
decry aggression 

By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A group of foreign 
women married to Jordanians 
Saturday expressed their disgust 
at the continuing aggression on 
Iraq and said they were ashamed 
of their countries for launching 
aggression on ah Arab country, 
killing innocent civilians. 

The group of American . Au- 
stralian and Italian women, some 
of whom had been to Baghdad 
and had witnessed the effects of 
raids on civilian targets, spoke to 
journalists at Ammoun Hotel, 
strongly denounring the raids as a 
mad and outrageous aggression 
on civilians, and calling on the 

troops and pilots to refuse orders, 
and thus bring about a ceasefire. 

Our countries shamefully 
spend billions of dollars on a war 
to kill people while millions of 
their countrymen suffer from 
hunger, unemployment and 
homelessness, the woman said in 


a statement. 

Mrs. Rosemary Budeir an 
American housewife and mother 
of three said that she was 
ashamed of U.S. President 
George Bush and his government 
which brag about democracy and 
deploy a formidable war machine 
to kill the people of a small 
country like Iraq. 

The majority of Americans 
would be against this war should 
they have access to the real losses 
and the facts from an uncensor ed 
press, Mrs. Budeir asserted. She 
expressed deep sorrow for the 
American troops blood being 
shed to satisfy the desires of a 

handful of politicians and capital- 
ists. and described Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein as a brave man 
who stood up to the conspiracy 
aimed at humiliating the Iraqi 
people. 
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Royal Jordanian Flight Schedule 
Sunday 3/2/1991 

Departing Mights from Amman to. 



Dept. 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

n 00 am. 

02.00 p.m 

PARIS 

1 1 00 a m. 

04.50 p m 

LONDON 

11:00 am 

05 40 p.m. 

TRIPOLI 

06.30 p.m. 

10-30 p m 

TUNIS 

06.30 pm. 

11.40 pm. 

LARNACA 

09 00 p.m. 

10.30 pm. 

Arriving (lights 

to Amman trom. 



Dept. 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

03:30 a m 

05.30 a m. 

VIENNA 

03:00 p m 

07 45 p.m. 

NEW YORK 

09-00 p m 

05 45 p m. 

AMSTERDAM 

11.00 a m 

05.45 pm. 

FRANKFURT 

12.25 p.m. 

07-45 p.m. 

VIENNA 

01 00 p m 

05:45 p.m 

MUSCAT 

02 30 p m. 

10.15 p m. 


MONDAY 04/2/1991 

Departing flights from Amman to. 



Dept. 

Arrival 

MUSCAT 

02.05 a m. 

02.45 pm. 

CAIRO 

10-00 a.m. 

12.15 p.m 

ROME 

04 30 pm 

0730 pm. 

VIENNA 

04 30 p.m 

09.15 pm. 

LARNACA 

09:00 p m 

10:30 p.m. 

Arriving flights 

to Amman Irom: 



Dept. 

Arrjval 

TRIPOLI 

11.30 pm 

05 30 a.m 

TUNIS 

12.40 a m 

05:30 a m. 

CAIRO 

01 00 p m 

03:00 p.m 

LONDON 

09:25 a.m. 

07.45 p m. 

PARIS 

12 10 p m. 

07:45 pm. 

VIENNA 

03 00 p.m. 

07.45 pm 

MUSCAT 

03 45 p.m. 

11 30 pm 

TUESDAY 05/2/1991 


Departing flights from Amman to. 



Dept. 

Arrive/ 

VIENNA 

1100am 

02.00 p.m 

PARIS 

1 1:00 am 

04:50 pm. 

LONDON 

11 00 a.m 

05:40 pm. 

CAIRO 

07-30 p m. 

09.45 p.m. 

Arriving flights to Amman Irom. 



Dept 

Arrival 

LARNCA 

08.00 am. 

09 30 a m. 

VIENNA 

09 00 am. 

03.30 p.m. 

ROME 

10.45 a m. 

03:30 p.m 

WEDNESDAY 06/2/1991 


Departing flights from Amman to; 



Dept 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

11.15 a.m 

04 00 p.m 

LARNACA 

n 15 am 

12 45 p.m 

CAIRO 

09:00 p.m 

11 15 p.m 

TUNIS 

09.00 p.m. 

01.30 am 

’Arriving -flights (6 Amman from: 1 



. ■ Dept , . 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

*07 30 a.m. ' 

09 30 a.m. 

LONDON 

. 09:25 a m 

07 45 p m. 

PARIS 

12.10 pm 

07 45 p.m. 

VIENNA 

03 00 pm. 

07 45 pm 

THURSDAY 07/2/1991 


Departing (lights from Amman to: 



Dept 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

1V00 a.m. 

02 00 pm. 

PARIS 

11:00 a.m 

04.50 p.m. 

LONDON 

1 1 00 a.m. 

05.40 p.m. 

CAIRO 

07:30 pm. 

09.45 pm. 

Arriving flights to Amman from: 



Dept 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

11:00 a.m. 

05.30 p.m. 

LARNACA 

04:00 p.m. 

05.30 p m 

TUNIS 

02.30 a.m 

08.30 am. 

CAIRO 

06:30 a m. 

08 30 a.m. 

FRIDAY 08/2/1991 


Departing flights from Amman to: 



Dept 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

08 15 pm. 

10 30 p.m. 

LARNACA 

09.15 p.m 

10:45 p.m. 

Arriving flights to Amman from: 



Dept 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

07.30 am 

09:30 am. 

LONDON 

09.35 ■*.-.( 

07 45 pm 

PARIS 

12:10 p.m. 

07.45 p m. 

VIENNA 

03.00 p.m. 

07:45 p.m. 

SATURDAY 09/2/1991 


Departing flights from Amman to. 



Dept 

Arrival 

VIENNA 

11:00 a m. 

02 00 p.m. 

AMSTERDAM 

11:00 am. 

05.00 p.m 

NEW YORK 

11:00 am 

00.00 p.m. 

FRANKFURT 

11.00 am. 

04:30 p.m. 

CAIRO 

01 :30 p m. 

03.45 p.m. 

CAIRO 

08-15 p.m. 

10 30 p.m. 

Arriving flights to Amman from: 



Dept 

Arrival 

CAIRO 

07:30 a.m. 

09:30 a.m. 

LARNACA 

08:00 am. 

09:30 am. 

LARNACA 

10:00 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

CAIRO 

04.45 p.m. 

06:45 p.m. 


Royal Jordanian would like to drew tha attention of tho passangere that an 
reeonflimation of resarvatfona must be pai-farmod in-person together whh their 
xrevol documents at the RJ office in AbdalH. 24 hoars prior to the day of 
departure. Royal Jordanian would also Tike to inform ell passengers that tha 
timings of all departures or arrivals are subject to change without prior notice 
due to tfie prevailing circumstances. 

Therefore kindly contact RJ reservation office at 87B321 for further 
clarifications. 

AH passengers must report at Queen Alia International Airport THREE hours 
prior to die schedule departure. Thank you. 
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Be light not fire 

ONE EXPECTS a self-proclaimed superpower to be 
“a light unto the nations.” The U.S. is certainly a< 
superpower, but sadly it is more of a fire than light. 

Consider if you will, the relationship between that 
huge, powerful country and a small country like 
Jordan. Right from the beginning of the Gulf crisis, 
Jordan maintained a stance that opposed the acquisi- 
tion of land by force, recognised international legi- 
timacy, abided by Security Council resolutions and, at 
the same time, rejected foreign intervention in the 
affairs of the region and the resort to force in solving 
regional conflicts. This Jordanian stand is based on a 
long tradition that Jordan applied to the other, older 
conflict of Lebanon, Palestine and as far back as 1961 
Kuwait. 

Abiding by Security Council Resolution 6(1 not to 
trade with Iraq, Jordan started importing all of its oil 
from Saudi Arabia on Sept. 1. Only 19 days later, the 
Saudis, acting in concert apparently with its “Big 
Brother,” decided to cut the supply to Jordan on 
baseless grounds. With “silent” consent from the 
Americans, and with a waiver from the U.N. Security 
Council Sanctions Committee, Jordan started again to 
import its oil needs from Iraq, against money that 
country owes to the Kingdom. The arrangement went 
on for nearly five months, until the Americans and 
their allies last week bombed Jordanian oil tankers 
killing five Jordanians, one Egyptian and injuring 12 
others. 

Asked why allied jet fighters would attack Jorda- 
nian tankers, the U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman, Margaret Tutwiler, said Jordan was violating 
the Security Council’s sanctions resolution. When 
further asked if the>U.S. knew-if- Jordan had special 
permission to import oil from Iraq, Tutwiler replied: 
“No, we do not.” 

The fact that the U.S. did not know if Jordan had 
permission to import oil from Iraq and yet went ahead 
with bombing our tankers is only an indication of that 
superpower's disrespect and disregard for any world 
order, including the one it claims to defend. Had the 
U.S. been more responsible and less arrogant, it would 
have taken the trouble to check with the Security 
Council committee to ascertain whether Jordan was 
acting properly and legally before its air force killed 
innocent Jordanians and other civilians and destroyed 
their property. 

Americans can continue to shoot from the hip in 
their own backyard if they so wish, but further 
irresponsible actions by their administration in this 
part of the world can only aggravate the already 
explosive situation and widen the war front irretriev- 
ably. 

Jordan had all along warned against starting war 
against Iraq, and ever since fighting erupted the 
Kingdom has been urging an immediate ceasefire and 
the start of negotiations, not just to save Iraqi lives but 
American and European lives as well. That call is aB 
the more urgent today, considering that America may 
be beginning to lose touch with reality and reasonable- 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai Ra’i daily commented Saturday on a statement by President 
Bush in which he expressed his dream of achieving a quick victory 
over Iraq in the ongoing Gulf war. but demanded that the 
American people shoulder more sacrifices to achieve that victory. 
The paper said that Bush should realise that though he started the 
aggression, it is not necessary that he would be able to maintain 
the initiative in the battles as the latest Khafji fighting had proved. 
Bush has expressed his grief over the death of American soldiers 
in the Khafji battle, but grief can by means save the president 
from facing the truth that the Americans would be losing more 
men and material in such a conflict, said the paper. With every 
day that passes by. Bush bears more and more responsibility for 
the death of American soldiers; and this course can by no means 
achieve victory for the president, said the paper. Only through 
peace with Iraq can Bush achieve some kind of victory by saving 
the lives of his troops and preventing his country from facing 
another Vietnam, the paper continued. But. it added, the path to 
peace requires a lot of courage and moral commitment, not 
shedding of the blood of more men-and women in a losing war. 

A number of columnists in Al Ra'i daily commented on the 
government’s decision to allow private cars to run on alternate 
days, voicing criticism and disapproval of the decision which can 
by no means be helpful to limited income groups. Most citizens 
will be faced with extreme hardships as a result of this ill-planned 
decision, and more money will be spent on taxis which also 
consume fuel at any rate, says Fakhri Kawar. The writer notes 
that he received 75 telephone calls from members of the public 
complaining that they could not by any chance abide by the new 
regulations - for social and economic reasons, and that they all 
expressed dismay for hearing such decision when other plans are 
more feasible and applicable without causing so much inconveni- 
ence to the majority of the public. According to Kawar, whole 
families and their children would be facing difficulties in finding 
alternative means of transport which are not regular in most 
districts of Amman and other towns in Jordan. Most of the callers 
expressed support for the government's endeavours to rationalise 
fuel consumption, but they al! suggested that goal, the writer 
adds. 


Scenario that spells the 
end of the coalition 



Sunday’s Economic 


Oil weapon! 


By Arniika Savill 


THE coalition against Iraq may 
be secure for now, but given a 
certain scenario, it will disinte- 
grate. That risk, diplomats said 
yesterday, will come into play if 
the U.S.-led allies get Iraq out of 
Kuwait, but choose to continue 
to attack Iraq nonetheless. 

British, French and Soviet di- 
plomats conceded that such a 
situation would spell the end of 
unity among the Security Coun- 
cil's five permanent members. 
Out of the window would go 
France, which has more than 35 
aircraft in the Gulf; the Soviet, 
who partook in a P^s-de^cux ^ 
superpower unity at the start of 
the crisis, and China, whose 
allegiance was always in ques- 
tion. 

Continuing to attack Iraq to 
get Iraqi forces out of Kuwait 
would be justifiable to Washing- 
ton and London, as Tom King, 
the U.K. Secretary of State for 
Defence, ontlined at the 
weekend, by the fact that U.N. 
Resolution 678 allows for all 
necessary means to “restore In- 
ternationa] peace and security in. 
the area.” Bat, said a Soviet 


diplomat: “If we allow them to 
interpret 678 now as a mandate 
to destroy Iraq, what is to stop 
America in five years claiming 
the right to invade Indonesia 
over Timor?” 

French officials recently said 
that if the allies were to try to 
attack Iraq beyond that, France 
would seek help from Moscow 
and Peking at the U.N. to halt 
the exercise. Britain may well 
argue that restoring peace and 
security justifies enfeebling Iraq 
— to others, peace and security 
means something different. 

President Francois Mitterrand 
admits privately his keen interest 
in prosecuting the war. is in part 
intended to ensure that he 
will be a player in its aftermath. 
However, Mr. Mitterrand has 
other priorities to address. For 
one, there is the 2 million to 3 
million North Africans living in 
France — the largest Muslim 
community in any European 
country — and the ^70,000 
French living in France’s former 
colonies in the Maghreb. 

Peace and security in the area 
means, to France, addressing the 


Israeli question as soon as possi- 
ble. Mr. Mitterrand's men put 
the question over the weekend: 
“If America emerges after this 
as the power in the region, will it 
continue to support Israel un- 
questioningly or will it face up to 
its moral obligation?" ' 

There may be speculation that 
Mr. King, in his military capac- 
ity. overstated even Britain's in- 
tentions when declaring that 
President Saddam's forces could 
not be left intact because “if we 
left this task half completed, so 
we only saw the same problems 
re- asserted in six months or a 
years’ rime.” But a Foreign 
Office official said that the risk 
of President Saddam leaving 
Kuwait, while having the chance 
to do it all again was a real 
possibility, that the need to pur- 
sue. him in Iraq was therefore 
justified; and that hence, the 
biggest fear was of a defection by 
the three dissenters in Security 
Council. 

It was dear from the com- 
ments last weekend by the new 
Soviet Foreign Minister, Alex- 
ander Bessmertnykh, that Mos- 


cow has some difficulty 'in seeing 
the destruction of Iraq' as within 
the spirit of the U.N. resolu- 
tions. To Moscow, peace and 
security means something else 
again. That is. a Soviet diplomat 
said yesterday, reining in the 
influence of Iran to limit its 
influence over the Islamic 
population in the Soviet repub- 
lics; preventing a weakening of 
the Arab states against Israel; 
and above all, limiting the- 
period of a post-crisis American 
presence in the area that would 
curtail Moscow's influence in the re- 
gion. 

it may be surprising that all 
the permanent five gave their 
blessing to Resolution 678. Yet 
they had no choice, the U.N. 
Charter states quite clearly — in 
chapter 7. article 42 — that the 
Security Council “may take such 
action by air, sea or land forces 
as may be necessary to maintain 
or restore international peace 
and security.” Granted, its au- 
thors may not have foreseeen 
the consequences. — The Inde- 
pendent. 


Wartime? Just one big party 


CAIRO, Egypt — Come night- 
fall in this city of more than 15 
million people, the nighfeinhs 
and hotels spring alive — with 
Kuwaiti exiles. 

The streets in front of night- 
spots grow crowded as fleets of 
new, chauffenr-driven Mer- 
cedes-Benzes discharge their 
Kuwaiti owners. Hotel elevators 
are shrouded with the strong 
smell of perfume as Kuwaiti 
women, many sporting fur coats, 
Chanel purses and gold-and-di- ■ 
amond jewellery, head for 
another evening of Cairo night- 
life. 

The war to liberate Kuwait 
may be raging in their home- 
land, but for many of the 
Kuwaitis in exile here, the party 
rages on. , 

Long among the wealthiest of 
the residents of the oil-rich' Gulf , 
many of the 30,000 Kuwaitis 
stranded here when Iraq invaded 
their country are continuing to 
Hve a high life that embarrasses 
some Kuwaitis. 

Egyptians and other Arabs 
have long been bitter about the 
ostentatious wealth of ofl-rich 
Gulf countries, including Saudi 


By Jocelyn Zablit 

Arabia. 

But that bitterness has intensi- 
fied in recent months because of 
what many Egyptians, with 
45,000 troops on toe ground in 
Saudi Arabia and an annual per 
capita income of just S700, see as 
crass behaviour at a time when 
other countries are fighting to 
liberate Kuwait. 

But that message has not 
• reached everyone. 

On a Thursday night, which 
marks the beginning of the 
weekend in Muslim countries, 
450 .energetic young men and 
women jammed into the hot, 
smoky Sultana's Disco. 

They crowded onto a dance 
floor, their bands up in the air as 
they stomped and gyrated to the 
latest Arabic and Western tunes 
blasting into toe early morning 
hours. . . . • ...... 

Some of the women wore 
miniskirts, and tight pants. Then- 
makeup was generally heavy, 
and only one was seen wearing a 
bead scarf. Most of toe men, 
many with heavy gel on their 
hair, wore open -collared shirts 
and sport coats. 

Most didn’t want to talk about 


and Remer Tyson 

their presence in Cairo. 

One who did, Mohammad Al 
Issa, 27, began discussing his 
latest vacation activities in Lon- 
don. B ahrain and Cairo, where 
be has travelled since the Iraqi 
takeover of Kuwait on Aug. 2. 
Asked if he was going to casinos 
and nightclubs, Al Issa, who 
hasn’t heard from his parents 
and three sisters in Kuwait since 
toe invasion, said: “I go every- 
where, everynighL” 

But be took a different tack 
when two of his friends 
cautioned him that what he was 
saying might not look good in 
print 

After the warning, he said he 
spent his time listening to toe 
news. ' 

Some of toe Kuwaiti famili es 
still have their maids, most of 
them Eilipmosoi: Bangtadeshci,; 
to do chores and IdOk affef thdir ' 
children: ^ j 

One hotel, the Ramses Hil- 
ton, offers S565-a-day- suites 
complete with' a private, round- 
the-clock butler. 

Gharib Abu Al Fadl. the front 
desk manager at the Safir 
Zamalek Suites Hotel, said toe 


Kuwaiti-owned hotel’s 104 suites 
had been occupied by exiles 
since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Faraiha Al Sabah, the Kuwaiti 
emir’s sister, is among toe guests 
staying at the Safir. 

The Kuwaiti government 
spokesman pointed out that hun- 
dreds of Kuwaitis were under- 
going militar y training by toe 
Egyptian army and that a group 
of 500 left last-week for Saudi 
Arabia to join the allied forces. 

He said courses were also 
being offered to men and 
women. The men are taught elec- 
tronics, plumbing and auto 
mechanism. The women learn 
sewing, household plumbing and 
household maintenance. 

But that apparently has done 
little to calm Egyptians, who 
have taken to telling the follow- 
.. mg story .- epitomise toe arro- 
h gance of the rich Kuwaitis. " 
bf An Egyptian taxi driver picks 
up a Kuwaiti passenger. The 
driver, out of compass i on, tells 
toe Kuwaiti there is no charge 
for toe ride. The Kuwaiti looks 
at him and says, “I don’t need 
charity from a beggar." — The 
Mercury News. . 


weapon for 

For reasons well understood, the West was always against us 
as political weapon. The Arabs used this 
to deter toe unjust support of Amo** and 
aggression against Egypt, Syria and 

was never used as a political weapon, even when justification 
use was very obvious. 

It is now America that is using ofl Mfwu « 
at the expense of Jordan's national wffl. Tins is a dan gerous step to 
the longer run because it sets a precedent for the future. ' 

To set the record straight, we should first point out toe 
Jordan already secured toe written consent of toe Special SanctKr 
Committee of toe Security Council to import oil from Iraq as 
exception from the sanctions imposed on trade with Iraq. 

The flow of oil to Jordan was carried out by Jordanian ta nker*^ 
driven by Jordanian citizens, on an international highway, therefore 
it was not a legitimate target for the military aircrafts of toe^ 
A mm' can- Zionist coalition. 

Jordan is definitely entitled to fall compensation and apology, .be* 
under toe circumstances, Jordan will not apply to the International 
Court of Justice. It will not ask for more than an explanation and an 
assurance that toe ugly action will not be repeated. 

Jordan depends 100 per cent on imported ofl for aHjtt energy 
needs It consumes aroun d 22 miffion barrels a year or 60,000 bantu 
per day. Jordan’s strategic reserve of crude oil is m inimal. It cm 
hajdly cover three weeks cons umpti on in normal drcumstances. 

Jordan wfll of course have to look for alte rnative so urces fat ofl. 
The only available source under the current drc um stances is Syria. 
The Prime Minister already secured Syrian undertaking to come to . 
Jordan’s help in case of an Israeli aggression or oflsnpp&tf 
interruption. Most Hkely, Jordan will start buying the oil from Syria 
as of tins week. 

Jordan used to take toe ofl from Iraq either free or at tt-. 
concessionary price. No cash payment was involved, as Jordan only 
gave credit to Iraq against its old debt. Now Jordan will be required 
to pay Syria in foreign exchange, based on tire international oil price 
which is fortunately not very high at the moment, but the price of the '■ 
Sy rian crude oil will put the Jordanian economy under more 
pressure. 

The purpose of the aggression against our fleet of land tankers was 
to ptmkh toe Jordanian people for exp res sin g their real feelings. 
American politicians were apparently under the impression tout 
Jordan wffl shift its position under the impact of the oil weapon. 
Nothing could be more wrong. The Jordanian people knew in. 
advance that if they line op in the wrong tide, they wS be rewarded in 
billions of dollars. They are ready to accept sacrifices for being 
honest with their national feelings. Ofl or no ofl, Jordan will contjpwe 
to .be for peace and dialogue, and against war, 1 destruction 1 and 
•foreign intervention. n: & " ' '• 1 

America would be better off abiding by the international tow, and 
refraining from aggression against Jordan’s oil supplies, which were 
flowing by virtue of decisions taken by the United Nations. 

Let us hope that die accident was a mistake by the military 
command, and that the wrong will be corrected without much delay. 




Gulf war of another kind grips the world 


By Richard Lorant 

The Associated Press 

TELEVISION vieweis in Cuba 
watched cartoons and baseball as 
U.S. and allied ai r cr aft attacked 
B ag h dad in the early boors of the 
Gulf war. 

But in the most of the rest of 
the world, that was when the 
news bombardment began. 

Television networks from 
Spain to Santia g o cut into the ir 
regular programming to describe 
the aerial attack from the Al 
Rashid hotel in the Iraqi capital. 

Newspaper from Australia to 
Zimbabwe rushed to put out spe- 
cial war editions and continue to 
print daily special sections on 
military developments. 

Cable News Network, often 
broadcast locally with live voice- 
over translations, was the only 
source of spot news from Bagh- 
dad for much of the world that 
first night and is still heavily 
relied on for live corerage to 
bolster marathon news specials in 
dozens of countries. 

The Atlanta-based network has 
so dominated European airwaves 
since Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait that Italy’s state-owned. 


Rai network said Thursday it 
wants to create a 21-bour Euro- 
pean news station to counter 
what it sees as CNN’s American 
point of view. 

CNN correspondent Peter 
Arnett, who remained in Bagh- 
dad when others were ordered to 
leave Jan. 19, is now a household 
name in countries where most 
people were unaware of CNN 
before the war. 

But Arnett is not the only 
foreign correspondent left in the 
battered dty. 

Alfonso Rojo, a reporter for 
the Madrid daily El Mundo who 
was also allowed by Iraqi author- 
ities to remain, said in a story 
published Friday he has bad to 
resort to spiriting handwritten 
notes out of Iraq becanse Arnett 
will not let him use the CNN 
satellite connection. 

In some countries, officials 
have begun to react against the 
live marathons that typified the 
output of most TV stations in the 
first days of the war. 

Gianni PasqnareDi, Rai general 
director, issued a directive Thurs- 
day asking that the Italian net- 
work dedicate extra news editions 
and bulletins only to “truly re- 
levant news" and keep them 


brief. 

“Non-stop information is by 
nature Don-verified information, 
and a type of programming that 
throws everything, whatever ar- 
rives, into the cauldron,” Rai 
radio director Corrado Guerzom 
said, explaining the rationale of 
toe dhec lives. 

The government-run South 
African Broadcasting Corp re- 
turned to its regular program- 
ming on Monday after vieweis 
began demanding an end to 
saturation war coverage. 

The country’s mainstream 
press, run by whites, has been 
running page one war coverage 
every day. But black-oriented 
newspapers .like toe Sowetan 
have given die war less coverage 
and said that many blade South 
Africans either side with Iraq or 
are strongly against U.S. involve- 
ment in the region. 

Also Thursday, nine main- 
stream conservative, centrist and 
socialist deputies in toe French 
parliament said they were creat- 
ing a “parliamentary observa- 
tory’ of the media’s war cover- 
age. 

The deputies criticised “dis- 
order" in war coverage that 
caused ethical problems such as 


the lack of distance with events, 
unverified information and risk of 
leaking military information. 

In Thailand, the nation pub- 
lished an editorial Thursday enti- 
tled “War as Entertainment” 

The number of prisoners of 
war, toe number of combat air- 
craft shot down, the number of 
Scud missiles destroyed have 
quickly replaced the go ver nm ent 
lottery in the terms of waging 
daily bets. Even the weekly horse 
races have become mundane.” 

Spain’s year-old private and 
regional television stations, eager 
to e stabli s h themselves after de- 
cades of state TV monopoly, sent 
crews to the Gulf during the 
buildup to the war. Madrid’s local 
station anchors its news program- 
me five from Jerusalem and Am- 
man. 

Reporter Eric Frattim of the 
Cadena Ser Radio network raced 
from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv when 
the first Iraqi Scud missiles fell 
and was one of the first to con- 
firm live that the warheads were 
conventional. 

There are more than 140 
Japanese journalists and techni- 
cians in the region, more than 100 
from France and 30 from China. 

. The Gulf war has lengthened. 


television broadcast hours in 
some countries and expanded 
content limits in ohteis. 

French-speaking television in 
Belgium, winch normally stops 
broadcasting at 11:40 pjn., now 
inns all night with hourly news 
updates. 

Mexico’s Televisa Satellite 
News N etwor k has indefinitely 
extended its late-night newscast 
from 30 minutes to an honr. 

The state-owned Singapore 
Broadcasting Corporation’s 
Radio and television stations 
have also expanded their boms. 
Radio stations broadcasting in 
English, Mandarin, Malay and 
Tamil used to sign off at mid- 
night. Now they offer round-the- 
clock updates. 

Zimbabweans and for eig ner* 
gather dafly in toe Harare Sher- 
aton Hotel lounge and the Hotel 
fan’s Snuffbox cocktail bar to 
watch live war r ep ort s . 

In post-communist Poland, 
where the war competes for space 
onto Baltic efforts for independ- 
ence from toe Soviet Union, toe 
war has prompted toe first 
appearances of military experts m 
newspapers and on television. 

State television offers a 10- 
jnmute nightly talk show, called 


‘War for peace,’ in which two 
Polish air force colonels dbanu^l 
developments and present rtykg 
types of arms used by both 

State-run television in Chbnfcf| 
used CNN extensively on the fintr^S 
day of the war. In an nnpre-5| 
cedented move, the national ^ 
evening news broke away froor |l 
domestic issues Jan. 17 a few ^ 
minutes after the start of 
newscast to provide 10 mi n u te ofjj 
war reports. -Jag 

Cu ba app ears to be one of tW ^ 
few counturies jamipn e to.lwe?^ 
coverage. The night the wv^ 
broke out, Cubans received tohn^ 
py coverage of the war omg 
government-controlled 

The night of the attack, Cubari|§ 
television showed excerpts of -as-g^ 
news conference by Preadent|i 
Fidel Castro in which 
lamented the outbreak of war aatfJji 
said it could have been prevented^! 
by farther negotiations. But heM 
devoted most of his time 
upcoming Pan American gamqLliP 

Cuba, one of two me i ph en ofjjjjli 
the UJf. Security Council whicha*! 
repeatedly held out a gainst anti-Jgp 
resolutions, has a mrrfktffg 
contingent of more than 200 peo~ll 
pie in Iraq. . 


This war is not about Kuwait, so Arabs 

can. support Iraq without guilt 


By Safwan Bataineh 

TO ALL those Arabs who have suffered a wrenching moral dilemma 
ever since American troops massed in toe Arabian desert, and 
American planes started mercilessly bombing Iraq, I say: do not feel 
guilty about siding with Iraq. The struggle taking place now is larger 
than Kuwait and even Iraq itself. It has become, in an irrational and 
roundabout, but nevertheless a clear manner, your own struggle. 

Not that the occupation and annexation of Kuwait is right. It is not. 
But you must stop whispering your angry condemnations, set aside 
your hackneyed platitudes, and get off that shaky fence. For the 
predicament of your Kuwaiti brothers must not blind you from 
perceiving toe greater risks and pains that shall befall the Arab nation 
should Iraq be destroyed or humiliated. 

The rational arguments for condemning and keeping Iraq at bay 
have become ail too familiar and jaded. They have been whispered in 
melancholic and wistful tones by the conscientious, and cynically 
shouted by the treacherous, seeking to mask their treachery, 

dishonesty, and malignant hatred. 

But sigh no more, Arabs, sigh no more, toe ex-colonialists were 
deceives ever. 


The defeat of Iraq will be a defeat for all Arabs. It will be so in the 
eyes of toe ever-hostile West; in the eyes of the world; and most 
importantly, in the eyes of your forsaken children. It will be the final 
triumph of the Western and Zionist old designs to divide, emaciate, 
and forever subjugate the Arab World. 

The consequences are plain to see and are openly planned for: the 
economic emaciation of toe Arabs as oil prices drop to toe floor and 
remaining wealth is bled away to finance the new colonialist regimes; 
the relegation of Arabs to a political wilderness in a new world order 
where Israel is invited to be a privileged member of a patrician club 
of nations and Arabs are shunned into a neglected leper colony of toe 
ignominy and impotence; and toe liquidation of toe Palestinian cause 
as the new world order, which includes Russia and Eastern Europe, 
stops military and even financial aid to the Arabs and allows Israel to 
dictate its own terms for peace with dishonour. 

So stop decwving yourselves about what this war is all about, and 
scoff at assurances about the West bringing in a fair settlement to the 
region after the war; assurances that have not come from the West by 
the way (since no such intentions exist), but from those Arab lackeys 
who are busy paving the way for toe destruction of Iraq. 


The defeat of Iraq is not inevitable. It is onlv cn » * . 
to either watch from a shameful distance or b£d«n €ODtn1 ^ 

ugly campaign to destroy Iraq’s military andE^J?? su PPOrt the 
This fact places the responsibility fortoe <?a P** n " litics - . 

defeat squarely upon toe saggSL 
The road to a free Kuwait don SotJ SeahS^ f? * he . w Aiab Nation - 
bomber. Such a path will lead only to a 5* tfae Stealth 

for Kuwaitis and other Arabs. KuwJt iEX iRE" 100 * 
new Arab order emerges: an order whi J? ^f^^proudifa 
banishes all forms of backwardness deDenSnr^*^ and forever 
The trumpet has sounded for the dictatorship, 

call to stand by the Arab people of Iran- Nation - A 

your traditional enemies; and to force the des *8 ns °f 

of toe Aeab-Isroeh struggle and fcs refatfoJS? 1 U* 10 a W settlement 

of equality, , redpiodty, wd mut Si respS^A^f^?" * c 
their own destiny. aspect. A call for Arabs to shape 

The writer is a former economic adviser tn 

now tnore tSmctor of ^ P nn ? e minister. Hois 

velopmem project Ho contribute *' 
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14,000 Palestinians detained 

, H Amnesty calls for U.N. intervention 
Ills) i n Israeli- occupied Arab territories 


- % 


FOR OVER three years now 
Amnesty International has been 
expressing its concerns about a 
pattern of serious and widespread 
human rights, violations in the 
Israeli occupied territories. These 
include, large scale use of deten- 
tion without trial, systematic ill- 
treatment and the killing of civi- 
lians by Israeli forces. Amnesty 
International deeply regrets that 
such violations continue, affect- 
ing thousands of people, and that 
the Israeli Government has been 
unwilling to take urgently needed 
measures of redress. 

Some 14,000 Palestinians, in- 
cluding prisoners of conscience, 
have been held in administrative 
detention without charge or trial 
since December 1987. Over 4,000 
were detained during 1990 for 
renewable periods of up to one 
year, the vast majority in the 
Ketziot detention camp in Israel', 
where visits by -families do not 
take place. Although a two-step 
process of judicial review of de- 
tention orders is available, de- 
tainees are effectively unable to 
exercise the right to challenge 
their detention, as crucial in- 
formation about the reasons for 
' the detention is almost invariably 
1 withheld. The Israeli authorities 
often refer to the need to protect 
sources of information to justify 
- such practices. 

Amnesty International has re- 
peatedly called on the Israeli 
. authorities to review the necessity 
and appropriateness of maintain- 
ing the practice of administrative 
detention. It believes that this 
practice should not be used to 
detain prisoners of conscience 
nor should it be used as a means 
to avoid tiie safeguards of a regu- 
lar criminal justice system. It 
continues to call all detained pris- 
oners of conscience to be released 
immediately and unconditionally, 
and for the other political de- 
tainees to be released unless they 
are given an adequate opportun- 
ity to exercise effectively the right 
to challenge their detention. 
Amnesty Internationa] does not 
accept in this context that details 
of the evidence against each de- 
tainee cannot he .disclosed more 
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; >, r Thpusands-0(5 Palestinians haye 
■ been tried by military courts in 
the occupied territories, most 
charged with violent offences 
such as throwing stones or petrol 
bombs. After arrest, they can be 
held for 18 days before appearing 
before a judge. Many are denied 
access to lawyers and families for 
much longer periods. Confessions 
allegedly extracted during incom- 
municado detention are often the 
primary evidence. Those who 
plead not guilty face delays which 
could postpone trials for months 
and sometimes years. If convicted 
.they face heavier sentences than 
those who choose to piea- 
baigain. Bail is rarely granted 
-and many plead guilty in order to 
avoid periods of pre-trial deten- 
tion which would exceed likely 
sentences. 

The systematic use of ill- 
treatment during interrogation 
continues to be widespread. 
Palestinians have also been tor- 
tured to obtain confessions or 
other information. Methods in- 
clude beatings with truncheons 
and rifle butts on various parts of 
the body; hooding with dirty 
sacks; sleep deprivation by pro- 


longed shackling in uncomfort- 
able positions; confinement in 
small darkened cells often refer- 
red to as “closets;” burning with 
cigarettes; squeezing of testicles: 
and sexual harassment. 

At least some such methods 
may be consistent with secret 
guidelines issued in 1987 by a 
commission of inquiry into the 
methods of investigation of the 
General Security Service. The 
commission, chaired by Justice 
Moshe Landau, endorsed “the 
exertion of a moderate measure 
of physical pressure” during in- 
terrogation. Amnesty Interna- 
tional believes that any official 
suggestion that such treatment is ' 
permissible clearly departs from 
international law and accepted 
standards for criminal law. The 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and other international 
human rights instruments pro- 
hibit all forms of cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punish- 
ment under any circumstances. 

Many Palestinians have been 
punitively beaten immediately af- 
ter being apprehended. At least 
T6 are reported to have died after 
such beatings since December 
1987. 

Palestinians are reported to 
have died after tear-gas had 
apparently been deliberately mis- 
used in confined spaces where it 
can be lethal. Since December 
1987 some 80 Palestinians, many 
elderly or very young, are re- 
ported to have died after having 
been exposed to tear-gas, about 
half after canisters were thrown 
into their homes or other con- 
fined places. 

Since December 1987. some 
700 Palestinian civilians, includ- 
ing many children and young 
people, have been shot dead by 
Israeli forces using live ammuni- 
tion and special types of plastic 
and other bullets. Some appear to 
have been deliberately killed, 
others to have been the victims of 
a use of lethal force in circumst- 
ances where this cannot be justi- 
fied. Israeli forces continue to use 
firearms as a common means of 
• riot control, under official 1 guide- ; 
lines which appear to' be incoiisjs- , 
'.-tent, with the internationally -rec- * 
ognised principles- •■of -necessity ! 
and proportionality in the use of 
force. 

In October 1990 at least 17 
Palestinians were shot dead by 
police at the Haram Al-Sharif 
(Temple Mount) in Jerusalem in 
the context of a riot An official 
commission of investigation, 
headed by a former head of exter- 
nal intelligence, found that the 
shootings were justified by a life- 
threatening situation, although it 
also established that at some 
point firing was indiscriminate 
and that an ambulance attending 
the wounded was hit, injuring 
two nurses. Reports from local 
human rights groups and other 
sources suggested that many of 
the victims died as a result of 
indiscriminate and unjustifiable 
use of fireams. A judicial inguest 
into the killings is currently tak- 
ing place. Amnesty International 
has called for an independent and 
impartial judicial inquiry to in- 
vestigate the incident and to re- 
view official guidelines on open- 
ing fire and methods of riot con- 
trol. 

Official investigations into 


abuses by Israeli forces are most- 
ly conducted internally and take a 
long time to conclude. Despite 
the high incidence of apparently 
unjustifiable deaths since Decem- 
ber 1987, Amnesty International 
is aware of only two prosecutions 
leading to imprisonment in cases 
of deaths following punitive beat- 
ings, and of five in cases of deaths 
by shootings. In 1990 one soldier 
was sentenced to two months' 
actual imprisonment and three 
received suspended sentences of 
up to five months for having 
beaten two Palestinians in their 
custody in February 1988. One of 
the victims died after the assault. 
Also in 1990 one soldier was 
sentenced to four months of “un- 
pleasant” work at a military base 
for having shot dead in June 1988 
a Palestinian who was apparently 
fleeing arrest. Just three weeks 
ago a senior commander was 
given a suspended sentence of six 
months' imprisonment and a re- 
primand for having shot dead a 
Palestinian youth in July l$S9. 

The existing guidelines on the 
use of force, combined with the 
pattern of related abuses and the 
inadequacy of official investiga- 
tions, all leads Amnesty Interna- 
tional to conclude that the Israeli 
authorities are effectively con- 
doning, if not encouraging, the 
perpetration of these human 
rights violations. 

Amnesty International is aware 
that Palestinian methods of pro- ( 
test in the occupied territories 
have included violence, and that 
a number of soldiers and civilians 
have died as a result. Among the 
victims are some 300 Palestinians 
apparently killed by other Palesti- 
nians, the vast majority on suspi- 
cion of collaborating with the 
Israeli authorities. Some were kil- 
led after having been interro- 
gated and tortured. Amnesty In- 
ternational stresses once again 
that it condemns torture and kill- 
ings of prisoners by anyone. At 
the same time, it calls on the 
Israeli Government fully to abide 
by international human rights 
standards in exercising its author- 
ity over the Occupied Territories. 

. In particular., the Israeli au- 
thorities j shouJji. hcgetrtly review 
existing guidelines, on vhe use of 
force; including.' •firearms and 
methods of interrogation, to en- 
sure that they strictly comply with 
the Code of Conduct for Law 
Enforcement Officials and the 
Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law En- 
forcement Officials. Amnesty In- 
ternational also believes that 
speedy, impartial and public in- 
vestigations. as well as appropri- 
ate prosecutions, are needed if 
doubts about the Israeli Govern- 
ment's willingness to protect hu- 
man rights are to be removed. 

The Government of Israel is 
already a signatory to the Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the Conven- 
tion against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment. 
Amnesty International urges the 
Government to make a binding 
commitment to uphold these 
standards by ratifying these in- 
struments and by taking all other 
measures that are urgently re- 
quired to redress the continuing 
situation of grave huamn rights 
violations in the Occupied Terri- 
tories. 


U.S. planes 

(Continued from page 1) 

Iraqi Radio that the allies had 
resorted to attacks on residential 
areas. 

“The usurpers of the Arab 
land, the desecrators of its sanc- 
tities. and the looters of its wealth 
find no means to confront Iraq’s 
courageous challenge and its 
valiant armed forces.” the broad- 
cast statement said. 

“There have been 18 of these 
cowardly raids on these areas.” it 
said. 

Iraq's ruling Al Baath party 
newspaper said Saturday that the 
daily allied bombing of the coun- 
try had failed to “break the will 
and capabilities of Iraq... the 
aggressors known now that the 
idea of a short war to strip Iraq of 
its power has failed.” 

Iraqi columns struck across the 
border from Kuwait into Saudi 
Arabia last Tuesday night and 
Wednesday, seized the aban- 
doned town of Khafji and held it 
until Thursday. 


Neither Iraq nor the United 
States and its allies have reported 
major engagements on the 
ground since Thursday night. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Iraq's opponents 
launched new bomb and missile 
attacks on the Iraqi port city of 
Basra and other parts of southern 
Iraq' Saturday, with two huge 
blasts rocking Basra. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
also said ak attacks have virtually 
eliminated the threat of missile 
attack by Iraqi patrol boats. 

Reporting four engagements 
on Friday night and early Satur- 
day in which U.S. aircraft hit 
Iraqi patrol boats, the spokesman 
said a total of 31 craft had now 
been put out of action. 

“We have destroyed practically 
all patrol craft that were capable 
of delivering missiles,” he said. 
“It may be they have only one or 
two left." 

France said its planes attacked 
near Iraq’s border with Kuwait. 

The French defence ministry 
said two of the raids were, as in 


previous days, against artillery 
and mechanised units of Iraq's 
elite Republican Guard. A third 
strike was against a munitions 
Depot 30 kilometres south of 
Kuwait City. 

A British military spokesman 
said Iraqi troops in Kuwait con- 
tinued to move around but there 
was no sign of them preparing a 
new assault. 

In other developments: France 
gave permission Friday for U.S. 
B-52 bombers based in Britain to 
fly over French territory on 
bombing missions to the Gulf, the 
French Ministry announced. 

The U.S. bombers flying over 
France can carry only conven- 
tional arms and may not strike 
civilian targets or religious sites in 
Iraq, the ministry said in a com- 
rmanique. 

“When we speak of non- 
conventional arms, we’re essen- 
tially meaning nuclear, chemical 
and radiological arms.” a minis- 
try spokesman said. 

B-52 carry either conventional 


bombs or cruise missiles. The 
missiles can be tipped with con- 
ventional or nuclear warheads. 
The ministry spokesman said con- 
ventionally armed missiles would 
probably be permitted under the 
accord. 

— The government has agreed 
to allow a Pakistani charity to 
send medicine and 2,000 pints 
(950 litresi of Wood to help war 
victims in Iraq, the organisation’s 
leader said Saturday. 

“Muslims are dying and we 
want to help. The government 
says we can send this," said 
Abdul Sattar Edhi, head of the 
Karachi-based Edhi Welfare 
Trust. 

Edhi said the medicine and 
blood would be sent to Iraq 
through the Saudi Red Cresent. 

He said the charity also had 
wanted to send milk and baby 
food to Baghdad but was denied 
permission. 

— Egyptian authorities have 
ordered a Gulf-bound ship to 
unload explosives from its cargo 
before entering the Suez Canal. 


Shipping sources said owners 
of the 15. 125-ton Oatari- 
registered Fathulkhair were told 
that 109 tonnes of high explosive 
mines could be sent overland and 
reloaded at the Red Sea end of 
the canal. Two Iraqi crew mem- 
bers were also told to travel by 
land. 

— A French television-rcporter 
said on Saturday U.S. soldiers 
had threatened French journalists 
with machine guns when they 
attempted to film in the Saudi 
town of Khafji after it was re- 
taken by allied troops. 

— Nearly 400 refugees fleeing 
the Gulf war have crossed into 
Iran from Iraq in the past two 
days. IRNA reported. 

It said 360 nationals of India, 
Sudan. Somalia and the Phiili- 
pines were housed in temporary 
camps after arriving at Khosravi. 
a main crossing 720 km west of 
Tehran. 

Eight Kuwaitis and 15 Iranians 
crossed through the Shalamcheh 
border in the south. IRNA 
added. 


Special treat to journalists 

85 % Discount on telefax & telephone charges . . . 
50 % Savings on room charges ... 


Amra Forum Hotel 
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Mr. Abaza said that due 
to the length of their stay 
in Amman journalists 
accommodated at Amra 
can enjoy 85 per cent dis- 
count on all their tele- 
phone, telefax charges, as 
well as 50 per cent discount 
on room rates according to 
/.this’ discount .percentage 
* the new room rate 'at 
u Amra Hotel' for journalists 
wiH be at: 


| !• . ..n 

! AMRA HOTEL 

Situated by the Sixth 
'Circle, the highest point in 
Amman, and the heart of 
the most prestigious busi- 
ness and residential area, 
close to the main highway 
leading to Queen Alia'In- 
temational Airport. 

Amra Hotel is 100 per 
cent government owned 
and managed by the Inter- 
. Continental Hotels Group 
(Forum International). 

The hotel consists of 263 
rooms and 11 suites each 
well equipped with a direct 


telephone line, mini bar, 
central heating and air 
conditioning, six channels 
dose circuit TV and 24 
hours room service. 

Given the current cir- 
cumstances in the region 
and in its endeavours to 
provide the best in hotel 
service to journalists and 
foreign media representa- 
tives, Amra Hotel has pre- 
pared a special discounted 
package to all such people, 
according to the sales and 
marketing manager Mr. 
Emad Abaza. 


single room 1 
double room 
triple room 
junior Suite 
executive Suite 


JD 28.000 
JD 32.000 
JD 42.000 
JD 60.000 
JD 110.000 


No government tax or 
service charge will be 
added to our rates. 

Due to the importance 
of the availability of a 
press centre and in order 
to complete the services 
offered to journalists we 
have sent two of our press 
centre employees to the 
Ministry of Information to 
be trained on handling the 
needs of journalists in this 
regard. 

Since the completion of 
their training course our 
press centre now opens 24 


hours. Other services pro- 
vided by the business cen- 
tre are Reuters monitors 
with controlled keyboard, 
personal computer, telex, 
telefax, photocopying, 
DHL services as well as 
typing and translation in 
both Arabic and English 
languages. 

Mr. Abaza said that as 
part of the hotel roll in the 
local community relations 
they have established an 
underground shelter with a 
capacity of 300 persons 
and equipped with a suffi- 
cient first aid materials, 
blankets and two. months 
Supply of food .and .bever- 
age necessities. ^Furth- 
ermore the hotel has a 
standby generator of 375 
KVA, a standby telecom- 
munication system with a 
direct telephone, telefax 
and telex lines linked to 
the shelters as well a 24 
hours mechanics on duty. 

Needless to say the hotel 
offers a wide variety of 
dining facilities from the 
informal coffee shop to a 
superb a la carte res- 
taurant. The hotel’s 
lounge and well known bar 
provides comfortable and 
relaxing meeting points. 
The Vienna Street side 
cafe offers all day coffee. 


tea and delicious pastries, 
moreover, a number of 
suites are available for pri- 
vate dining functions. 



Mr. Abaza confirmed to 
us that a generous discount 
will be granted especially 
to journalists staying at 
Amra Hotel and wishes to 
visit Petra the rose red 
Nabatean city for those 
who are interested a 50 per 
cent discount on room rate 
and 25 per cent discount 
on food and beverage at 
our sister hotel the Petra 
Forum. 

To rap up this package 
the Amra management 
will treat you every night 
to a complimentary glass 
of your favourite drink to 
be served with vour din- 


Amra Hotel 

PO Box 950555, Amman, Jordan 
Tel: 815071/80 Telex: 22012 
Fax: 6814072 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKING, AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOQfi-tO 
DOOR SERVICES A NO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 




AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 60*696 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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Scandinavian wins 1st skiing title in 33 years 


m-Pacf f ic Indoor -tennis final 


TOKYO (API — Armed with a 
pair of new and improved knees. 
Martina Navratilova says she will 
go into Sunday's Pan Pacific 
Open final a happier tennis play- 
er. 

Navratilova, playing her first 
tournament since having surgery 
on both knees th e m iths ago. 
takes on fifth- wecu Gabriela 
Sabatini, who ■ cat*. . America’s 
Mary Joe 1 .nandez Saiurd«v 
6-3. 6-4. 

“I’m bent 'han i was before 
the operatic, third-seed Navra- 
tilovn said after defeating Peru’s 
Laura Gildcraeister l Tm much 
happier playing because I don't 
have -to worry about my knees 
and can concentrate on the 
match.*’ 

But the world's former 
number-one. who has only five 


wins to go before matching Chris 
Even’s record 157 career singles 
titles, has had a bit of a bumpy 
return so far. 

After drawing a bye in the first 
round. Navratilova needed full 
sets to defeat England's Jo Durie, 
rated 60th in the world, and was 
nearly forced into going the dis- 
tance again Saturday by Gil- 
demeister, who is seeded 
seventh. Navratilova won 6-2. 7-6 
(7-5). 

“I had to play really solid 
rennis,” Navratilova said. 
“Laura’s ranking isn’t as good as 
Mary Joe or Gabriela. but she 
played very well ... she pushed 
me." 

“There is no problem with my 
knees,” she said. “I'm just not 
used to my renewed ability to 


move around the court quicker." 

Argentina's Sabatini, who de- 
feated i op- ranked Steffi Graf Fri- 
day. breezed through her first 
five games against Fernandez on 
the Tokyo Metropolitan Gymna- 
sium’s artificial court, but was 
bogged down by her opponent’s 
consistency later in the match. 

“I tried to play aggressively, 
but she plays very deep and 
wouldn't let me come to that 
net,” Sabatini said. “She hit some 
very good serves.” 

Sabatini, who also beat Graf 
last September to win the U.S. 
Open, said she has the edge 
against Navratilova going into the 
final, which will net the winner 
$70,000. 

“She hasn’t played for two 
months, and she's not had a 


acker wins, Edberg loses in 
iparate Davis Cup matches 


By the Associated Press 

SORTS Becker won in Ger- 
many’s first Davis Cup match 
since reunification and Sweden's 
Stefan Edberg lost Friday as the 
199! tournament began despite 
several postponements because 
of the Gulf war. 

Six zonal matches were post- 
poned because of the conflict: 
Bahrain -Bangladesh, Sri Lanka- 
Syria. Singapore- Kuwait and 
Malaysia-Saudi Arabia in the 
Asia-Oceania Group, and EgvpT- 
Ser.egal and Algeria-Ivory Coast 
in the African Zone. 

• Despite Becker’s 3-6. 6-1. 6-4. 
6-4 victory over Paolo Cane, Ger- 
many was tied with Italy after the 
first two singles matches at Dort- 
mund, Germany. Omar Cam- 
perese of Italy beat Michael 
Slick, 7-6 i7-21. 6-1. 6-3. 

• Ed berg's loss was one of two 


for Sweden at Zagreb, Yugosla- 
via. Goran Prpic beat Edberg 6-4, 
6-3, 6-2, while Goran Ivanisevic 
beat Jonas Svensson 6-2, 4-6. 6-3, 
64. The doubles in the best-of- 
five matches will be played Satur- 
day and the reverse singles Sun- 
day. 

Australia took a 2-0 lead over 
Belgium as Wally Masur beat 
Eduardo Masse 6-3. 6-1, 6-1 and 
Richard Fromberg beat Filip De- 
wulf 64, 6-3, 1-6, 64. 

Argentina also took a 2-0 lead 
as Martin Jaite defeated New 
Zealand's Brett Steven 74. 6-2. 
6-2 and Javier Frana beat Kelly 
Everden 7-6 (74), 64, 6-3. 

Sergio Bruguera of Spain defe- 
ated Andrew Sznajder of Canada 
64. 6-2. 6-1. 6-1 to give the home 
team a 1-0 lead. Bruguera. is 
Tanked 31st in the world and 
Sznajder is ranked 10th. The 
second match was suspended with 


Emilio Sanchez Vicario of Spain 
leading Martin Wostenholme 2-1 
in the first set. 

The U.S. referee Ken Farra 
and the two team's captains de- 
cided to postpone the match and 
resume it Saturday morning, 
weather permitting. 

In Prague. Czechoslovakia 
took a 2-0 lead over Austria. 
Peter Korda, beat Horst Skoff 
6-3. 3-6, 6-7 (9-11), 6-1. 6-3 in 3 
hours 25 minutes. Karel Novacek 
beat Alex Antonitsch 7-6 (7-5), 
64, 1-6, 1-6. 6-3 in four hours. 

Rain postponed the first singles 
on an American Zone Group I 
match between Brazil and Peru in 
Sao Paulo. Luiz M attar of Brazil 
and Carlos Di Laura of Peru each 
had won one set and Mattar was 
leading 4-6 in the third set. 

In a European-African Zone. 
Group 1 match. Portugal took a 
2-0 lead over Ireland. 


i®-raan Marseille draws with Bordeaux 


BORDEAUX. France (R) — 
French champions Marseille, re- 
duced to 10 men after defender 
Bernard Casoni was sent off. 
fought back for a 1-1 draw with 
Bordeaux just 24 hours after call- 
ing off a players' strike. 

The Marseille team, who sus- 
pended a strike in support of 
banned president Bernard Tapie 


to play in a match televised live in 
France, found everything against 
them until England’s Chris Wad- 
dle scored a second half equalis- 
er. . 

Young -Bordeaxu striker 
Christophe Dugarry scored an 
easy goal it), the 21st minute when 
the entire Marseille defence came 
out too late to play him offside 


Soviet sports officials 

tougher drug control 


HELSINKI (R)— A senior 
Soviet sports official had called 
for a crackdown by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
on athletes taking drugs during 
training for international com- 
petition. 

“I am convinced that a lot of 
the athletes in between competi- 
tions, while preparing for interna- 


tional events, take drugs,” said 
Vasily Gromyko, vice-chairman 
of the Soviet State Sport Commit- 
tee. Friday. ' 

“We do hope that the time will 
come when the IOC will wake up 
and ... realise that in order to 
have pure Olympic Games, it is 
necessary to carry out dope test- 
ing between games,” he told a 
news conference. 


iSorg stands no chance of 
comeback success — Edberg 


ZAGREB. Yugoslavia (R) — 
World number two Stefan 
Edberg said Saturday his fellow 
Swede Bjorn Borg had next to no 
chance of making a successful 
comeback. 

“Tennis is so much different 
today. There is virtually no differ- 
ence between the first 50 play- 
ers,” he said. 

Edberg. beaten in straight sets 
by world number 39 Goran Prpic 
of Yugoslavia in a Davis Cup 
match Friday, added: “Nobody 
can be too sure of winning, as you 
could see in my match with Prpic. 
The level of professionalism is 
extremely high.” 


Borg, 34, won 65 tournaments 
including five consecutive Wimb- 
ledon s and six French Opens 
before his retirement in 1982. He 
announced his intention to return 
to tennis last year. 

Edberg said it would be better 
For Borg to stay out of the game. 
“We in Sweden owe him so 
much. He moved the sports’ ava- 
lanche in our country and we all 
want to remember him as he used 
to be. 

“If he comes back and doesn’t 
make it — and I think it’s very 
likely — we’ll all feel sorry for 
him. And Borg does not deserve 
that." 


from a free kick during an ill- 
tempered first half. 

Nine minutes after the break 
Casoni. perhaps taking strike 
orders too ‘literally, was given the 
. red card for a crude retaliation on 
Bordeaux right-back Jean- 
Christophe Thouvenel. 

But Marseille shrugged off the 
blues and played their best foot- 
ball when reduced to 10 men.' 
Waddle scored a brilliant goal 16 
minutes from time wtb a left foot 
shot which squeezed between 
keeper Joseph-Antoine Bell and 
the near post. 

“We didn't play well in the first 
half,” Waddle said.” I thought 
we were in Iraq there was so 
much fighting going on. With 10 
men, a draw was a good result. It 
was important for us. 

“Now we’re six points clear 
and other teams have got to keep 
winning to catch us.” 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 
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tough opponent,” Sabatini said. 
"But it’s' Martina. She’s going to 
come to the net and I'm going to 
have to be aggressive.” 

Navratilova, meanwhile, said: 
“This court is suited to my game. 
It'll just be a question of execu- 
tion.” 

In doubles, top-seeded Kathy 
Jordan of the United States and 
Elizabeth Smylie of Australia are 
to meet America’s Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez and Robin White in Sun- 
day's final. 

The Fernandez- White team 
beat the Japanese pair of Kimiko 
Date and Maya Kidowaki 7-6 
(8-6). 6-3, while Jordan and Suiy- 
Lie defeated Rachel McQuillan of 
Australia and Natalia Zvereva of 
the Soviet Union 6-1, 64 in their 
semifinal matches. 


England 
manager 
suggests 
goalkeeper 
rule changes 


LONDON ( AP) — While world 
soccer chiefs ponder widening the 
goal-posts to improve scoring. 
England's national team mana- 
ger, Graham Taylor, believes the 
game will improve by restricting 
the role of the man who stands 
between them. 

He sees modern goalkeeper as 
a meandering, time-wasting nui- 
sance who should be forced by 
the rules to stay where he belongs 
— in goal. 

Taylor, who took over from 
Bobby Robson as England's man- 
ager after last summer’s World 
Cup, hates to see a goalkeeper 
racing across the field like an 
extra defender and wandering up 
to the half way line to take free 
kicks. 

In fact he would make it an 
offense if he did. 

The 1990 World Cup produced 
a record low scoring rate, promp- 
ting FIFA, soccer’s world gov- 
erning body, to considering in- 
-creasing the size of. the goal. 

' Taylor believes the goal. is not 
The major problem. It’s the goal- 
keeper. 

“The goalkeeper is one of the 
biggest problems for slowing up 
the game, for making it boring,” 
Taylor said, interviewd by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

“You see the goalkeeper com- 
ing out to take free kicks only ten 
yards from the half way line. If 
you can find a way of stopping 
him doing that you might find a 
way of making the game that 
much more entertaining." 

Taylor said he would like to see 
the six-yard goal area pushed out 
to 12 yards and the goalkeeper 
told, he can’t go outside it. 


SAALBACH-HINTERGLEMM, 
Austria (AP) — Pemifla Wi- 
beig of Sweden became the first 
Scandinavian woman to win an 
Alpine world title in 33 years 
Saturday by edging Utrike Maier 
to capture the giant slalom. 

Traudl Haecher of Germany 
won the bronze medal. Yugosla- 
vian Veronika Sarec was fourth 
and Eva Twardokens of the Un- 
ited States was fifth. 

Wiberg, 20, had the seventh- 
fastest time on the first run and 
trailed Maier by more than one 
second entering the second heat. 
But she had the fastest run on the 
second heat to defeat the Au- 
trian, who won Tuesday’s super- 
giant slalom, by a sixth of a 
second. 

Wiberg’s aggregate time was 2 
minutes, 07.45 seconds. Maier 
finished in 2:07.61 and Haecher 
in 2:08.03. 

“This is unbelievable. I didn’t 
think I was going to take Maier,” 


said Wiberg, a slalom; . specialist. 
“Sometimes it’s better to be a bit 
behind in the first ,'rhn and to try 
to go very strong tii the second.”^ 

Maier had a big lead at the* 
midway point of the second ran. 
but lost time when she appeared 
to lose her balance bn the last 
part of the course. 

Wiberg, who underwent major 
knee surgery last year, is the first 
Scandinavian woman to win a 
world title since IngerBjoembak- 
ken of Norway won the slalom in 
1958. The previous Swedish med- 
al winner at a World Cham- 
pionships was Sarah Thomasson, 
a bronze medalist in the 1954 
slalom. 

Twardokens, 25, a bronze 
medalist at the 198S World 
Championships in the giant sla- 
lom, also was in fifth place after 
the first ran and finished with an 
aggregate time of 2:08.44. 

“I was trying for a medal, but I 


was a little bit nervous and it 
didn’t work out.” Tflbrdokens 
said. “It didn’t totally all come 
together for me in the second 

run.” _ 

Vreni Schneider of Switzer- 
land, the two-time defending 
champion and pre-race favourite, 
finished seventh in 2:08.70 and 
said she was too cautious in the 
race. 

On Friday, Schneider won the 
gold medal in the slalom — - a day 
after winning the bronze in the 
combined event. 

Natasa Bokal of Yugoslavia. - 
helped by a blistering second ran, 
took the silver medal in the sla- 
lom and Ingrid Salvenmoser of 
Austria won the bronze. 

Schneider, 26, the only star 
remaining from the Swiss 
women's team that dominated 
Alpine skiing in the 1980s. won 
the World Cup overall title in 
1989 but surrendered the title to 


Petra Kronberger last year. 

Kronberger. Austrian who 

had been expected to dominate 
all five events here, tore a liga- 
ment in her right knee when she 
fell in the super-giant slalom nice 
and had to pull out of the rest of 

die championships. 

Schneider battled a knee injury 
season and then wrestled with 
a kiss of confidence this season 
after failing to finish several 
races. 

“Slalom was particularly bad.; 
although I was doing very well in 
training. I became very insecure 
on the course." she said. 

Schneider tamed to her family 
and her own experience to re- 
build confidence. 

“It wasn’t so easy. I knew that 
skiing well is a matter of your 
head,” she said. “I had won a few 
things before and I knew what 
was necessary to win. It wasn't 
simple." 


Algerian beats Irish runner to win Millrose mile 


NEW YORK CAP) — After 
some hard high-altitude training 
in Mexico. Noureddine Morceli 
.flew into New York for the Mil- 
lrose Games — and kept on 
flying in the Wanamaker mile. 

“He just ran a perfect race,” 
said Marcus O'Sullivan after 
being supplanted by the Algerian 
star as the Wanamaker champion 
with a superb run at Madison 
Square Garden Friday night. 

“With two laps to go, I thought 
I would be able to get by him.” 
O’Sullivan said. “But he had too 
much power. He’s not ranked no. 
1 in tire world for nothing.” 

O'Sullivan, one of Ireland's top 
.long-distance runners, had won 
the Wanamaker for three straight 
years and had the crowd behind 
him. But Morceli, ranked no. I in 
the world at 2,500 metres, had 
something else going for him — 
an intelligent training regimen. 

He had done all his training for 
the Millrose in Mexico’s high 
altitudes and came into New York 
prepared physically as well as 
mentally. 

“When you come down from 
the high altitudes of Mexico, it 
makes it easier for you to ran (at 
sea level),” the 20-year-oid said. 

O'Sullivan could see that after 
Morceli beat him by about 13 
metres in 3 minutes. 53.50 
seconds, the second-fastest time 
in meet history, behind only 
Eamonn Caghlan’s 1 3:53.0 in 
1981. 

“He had a lot left at the end,” 
O’Sullivan said. “He’s going to 
do just great indoors.” 

Most of Morceli’s running has 
been outdoors and he’s just now 
learning the ins and outs of in- 
door track. 

“I have no preference (be- 
tween outdoor and indoor),” 
Morceli said. “If you’re a good 
runner, it doesn’t matter what 
you run.” . 

Morceli seized the lead with 5 
1-2 laps remaining in the 11-lap 
race when early pacesetter John 
Hinton dropped out. 

O'Sullivan, seeking his fifth 
Millrose victory in six years, set- 


tled in behind Morceli at that 
point. The two ran 1-2 unitl 1 1-2 
laps remained. 

Then O’Sullivan came up on 
the outside and made a strong bid 
for the lead. But Morceli, the 
IAAF Grand Prix 1,500 cham- 
pion in 1990, grittily held off 
O'Suifivan’s challenge and pulled 
away. 

0*SuUivan, whose only Mil- 
lrose loss since 1986 was to Cogh- 
ian in 1987, finished second in 
3:55.17. Steve Scott, the Amer- 
ican indoor and outdoor record- 
holder, was third in 3:57.77. 

“Basically, it came down to a 
200-metre sprint, and I just 
couldn’t get by him,” O’Sullivan 
said. 

Another featured performer 
was Greg Foster, who raced to his 
eighth Millrose hurdles victory. 

Foster, 32, who won his first 
Millrose title in 1980. rallied to. 
win the 60-metre event in 7.48 
seconds, beating 1990 national 
indoor champion Tony Dees. 

Dees was out quickly, but the 
redoubtable Foster, the two-time 
world outdoor champion in the 
110 hurdles and the world indoor 
record-holder, caught him at the 
second hurdle and led the Test of 
the way. Dees finished second in 
7.53. 

The victory moved Foster with- 
id one of the record for Millrose 
hurdles titles, set by Harrison 
-J^Uferd fron^J 947. through 1955. 

* ^1 was more surprised than 
happy,” Foster said. “I spoke to 
my wife earlier and told her I was 
nervous because this was my first 
race,” of the season. 

Another outstanding perform- 
ance was turned in by former 
Florida star Mark Everett, who 
won the 600-yard race in 1:07.91, 
the second-fastest time ever at 
that distance. 

Only Martin McGrady’s 1:07.6 
in Madison Square Garden in 
1970 is fester. 

Romanians finished 1-2 in the 
women’s mite, with world indoor 
record-holder Doina Mefinte 
winning in 4:33.81 and Margareta 
Keszeg the runner-up in 4*34.12. 


Suzy Favor, the indoor cham- 
pion from Wisconsin, was a dis- 
tant fourth in 435-21, behind 
Germany’s Yvonne Mai 
(43435). 


Andre Cason, former indoor 
champion from Texas and one of 
tiie two conquerors of Ben John- 
son this season, won the men's 
60-metre dash in 6.61. 


Horoscope not received 



“Sure I like a really dean 
kitchen. But \ wish you wouldn’t 
polish the leftovers.” 


'"Utscramble these four Jumbles, f r= 

one tetter to each square, to form K = 

four ordinary words. 


BLED WOPfo GAME,: 
AtnoUUH&btM r 


ROGAC 


HELEW 


IBRYDOW 


ZARDAH 


Answer here; THE 



HOW THE MISER 
-ACCUMULATED ALL 
THAT MONEY'- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, am sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

JnmbtoK SHINY FOAMY UNFAIR COHORT 
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THE Daily Crossword » 


Jamas Bank* 


Andy Capp 


ACROSS 
1 Melville 
character 
5 Salamanders 
9 Math dlv. 

12 Solitary 

13 OR city 
U Lendl of 


16 First-rate 

17 Star 

18 Boxer 

21 Study 

22 Lena the 


23 Chin, pagoda 
26 Cover 
28 Mother of 


■an 


ana 


aaa 
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Troisieme semaine de guerre 

Les premiers combats terrestres 


L’ offensive surprise lancde 
raardi soir par plusieurs mil- 
liers de soldats irakiens cen- 
tre la ville saoudienne de 
Khafji a dtd «en ti Bremen t rc- 
poussde* jeadi selon Tdtat- 
major de la coalition anti- 
irakienne, mais des poches de 
resistance subsistent le long 
de la frontidre koweito- 
saoudienne. Les Irakiens ont 
annoned quant a eox vendre- 
di soir qu’ils «se retiraient» 
de la ville de KhaJji. 

Une certaine confusion 
rdgnait cependant, hier en- 
core, autour du bilan de cette 
premi&re bataille terrestre de 
la guerre du Golfe. Aprds un 
bilan publid par 1’agence 
sovietique Interfax faisant 
6 tat de 1.500 morts irakiens 
et un bilan britannique par- 
lant de 300 soldats irakiens 
tuds, les Britannique rdvi- 
saient vendredi soir ce chiffre 
k la baisse en n’annongant 


plus que 30 morts. Chiffre 
confirm^ T Arabic Saondite 
qui ajoute que 400 soldats 
irakiens aoraient dtd fails 
prisonniers. B semble dgale- 
ment qu’& la suite d’une ba- 
vure, I’US Air-force ait tird 
sur une de ses pro pres divi- 
sions, causant la mort de 11 
marines. 

La semaine a dgalement 
dtd marqude par I’atteirissage 
de prds de cent appareils 
irakiens, dvils et militaires, 
en Iran selon le Pentagone. 
Mais TIran, qui n’a reconnu 
Tatterrissage que de 16 
appareils, a assurd qu’ils ne 
pourraient pas quitter son 
territoire avant la fin du con- 
flit, tout en prddsant que sa 
position sur ce point pourrait 
changer en cas d’ offensive 
isradlienne. L’lran n’a par. 
ailleurs jamais indiqud ce 
qu’il comptait faire des pi- 
loted et des Equipages de ces 


LA SEMAINE... 



Bienfaits de la guerre 


Les mdfaits de la guerre 
sont conn us de tous. La 
mort et la destruction n’en 
sont que deux dch antilions 
parmi d’autres. H y en a de 
bien pires: le ddrarine- 
ment d’un peuple de sa 
terre, par exemples, tel 
que commis par le 
sionisme envers le peuple 
palestmien depuis 1948. 

De tels drames peuvent 
fitre la source de gnerres 
interminables. 

Les bienfaits de la guer- 
re! Je n’entends pas par Id 
dvoquer des perspectives 
de reconstruction ou de 
renouvellement d’un pays, 
ni le regain des activitds- 
dconomlques et des inves- 

tissements aprds la guerre. Cela n’empdche pourtant pas 
certains d’envisager ddjd des formules du type «plan 
Marshall k Tissue de cette guerre qui ne fait que 
commencer. Non, les bienfaits auxquels je pense sont 
tout k Sait diffdre®ts; Us sont politjques et sqsqtent 
I’amertume la piupart du . temps. ' - ; -* ^ ■ ' 4 

Tout d’abord, la ■tralnson apparue au gfand jour de 
certains regimes arabes, tels que TArabie Saoudite, 
TEgypte ou la Syrie, a abrdgd des amides de lutte 
politique au sein du monde arabe. Depuis longtemps 
dejd, des mouveroents politiques prdnaient la lutte 
centre ces regimes rdactionnaires et excluaient tout 
compromis avec eux, qu’ils considdraient comme des 
valets de Timpdrialisme amdricain. Les anndes n'ont fait 
que confirmer — aux yeux des larges masses arabes — les 
th&ses des militants rdvolutionnaires arabes des anndes 
1960-70. L’expdrience s’enrichit et la conscience s’ap- 
profondit dans le vdcu. Ce que nous, peuples arabes, 
voyons k Hafr el-Baten (base des troupe de la coalition 
en Arabie) est scandaleux mais riche d'enseignements 
pour le prdsent comme pour Tavenir. Sans la participa- 
tion des anndes saoudienne, dgyptienne et syrienne k 
cette guerre aux cdtds des «Allids>, il aurait fallu plus de 
temps pour ddraontrer le danger reprdsentd par ces 
«faux» arabes. 

Le deuxi&me «bienfait» est que cette guerre a aussi 
ddvoild les faux-frdres musulmans, tels que M. Ozal en 
Turquie. Les Arabes, tout au long de leur histoire, n’ont 
jamais fait le moindre mal aux Turcs. On ne peut pas en 
dire autant en sens inverse! H y a un an encore, le 
gouvemement turc stoppait l'ecoulement de TEuphrate 
vers la Syrie et I’lrak pendant un mois pour remplir le 
grand barrage «Ataturk» de 1’eau vitale pour I’dconomie 
turque. Pourtant, ce mdme gouvemement permet au- 
jourd’hui aux Americains de bombard er TIrak depuis 
une base install de en Turquie. Nous laissons au peuple 
turc le soin de vdrifier si une telle politique et un tel 
comportement sont conform es & la fraternitd islamique. 

Enfin. l’Occident s’est fait le champion depuis quel- 
ques mois d’une duplicitd jamais dgalde, on particular 
aprds le bombardement des Isradliens par les missiles 
irakiens. Tout k coup, Israel est devenu l’agneau 
innocent qu’il fant armer jusqu’aux dents, auquel on 
donne son argent, son affection et qu'on honnore de 
visites des chancelleries en signe de solidarity. Un 
confrere faisait remarquer il y a quelques jours que les 
peuples arabes n’ont jamais rien vu de cette sympathie 
lors des bombardements de leurs maisons par l’annde 
isradlienne en 1967 et les anndes suivantes. Mais ce n’est 
pas Ik la seule forme de duplidtd de I’Ocddent. La liste 
en est ddj& longue. En cette fin de sidde qui a connu le 
phis grand progrfes.matdriel, il s’avdre que l’Ocddent, 
qui a contribud principal ement k ce progrds, ne respecte 
to uj ours pas ses propres principes en mati&re de droits 
humains. 

II est peut-fitre cynique de parier des bienfaits de la 
guerre deux semaines aprds son ddclenchement, an 
moment oh Tavenir de la rdgion est encore en suspend. 

Depuis quelque temps, une opinion s’est rdpandue 
assez largment: la guerre ne vise pas, sur le terrain, la 
liberation du Koweit, mais la destruction de I’lrak. CTest 
une deviation marafeste par rapport au texts de la 
resolution de I'ONU. Parafldlement, il semble que les 
forces coalisdes hdsitent & ddclencher leur offensive 
terrest r e, par peur de trop lourdes pertes. 

Dans ce cas, n’est-il pas temps de rdunir le Consefl de 
Sdcuritd pour adopter une nouvelle resolution et de 
revenir sur le recours k la force, dont il a dtd fait usage 
sans rdsultat pendant deux semaines. 

■ Une initiative dam ce sens pourrait pennettxe & la- 
rdgion et au monde d’dviter de nouveaux drames. Car si 
les «Allids» persistent dans leur guerre, le processus de 
polarisation dont a parid le roi Hussein la semaine 
passde ne peut que s’aigufcer, et il faudra des decertifies 
pour combler le fossd ainsi creuse entre les peuples 
d’Qrienr et les peoples d’Ocddent. 


ItS: 



avions irakiens. 

Selon le ministre isradlien 
de la Ddfense, Moshe Arens, 
tous les chasseurs bombar- 
diers irakiens SukhoF-24 
seraiem passd en Iran, ce qui 
reprdsente 20 & 25 avions. 
Cela signifie selon lui que 
TIrak «tente de mettre a I’ab- 
ri tous ses appareils de qual- 
ity hors de son territories 
Les autres hypotheses avan- 
edes jusqu’h prdsent — ddfec- 
tion, fuite devant les 
appareils de la coalition anti- 
irakienne, ou encore «pro- 
vocation* pour entrainer 
TIran dans ia guerre — semb- 
lent de moins en moins 
plausibles aux analystes mili- 
taires amdricains qui privild- 
gient la thdse isradlienne. 
Restent les interrogations sur 
f attitude des Iraniens dans 
cette affaire. Tdbdran a offi- 
dellement ddddd de saisir ces 
avions jusqu'& la fin de la 
guerre et a assurd les Etats- 
Unis, par Tintermddiare de la 
Suisse et de son ambassadeur 
k I’ONU, qu’il entendait ras- 
ter neutre. Dans une inter- 
view accord de k CNN, Sad- 
dam Hussein a affirmd qu'«il 


est naturel que les avions 
irakiens se posent en Iran 
puisque les deux pays voient 
dans la guerre «une bataille 
entre la foi et Tinfid&fc*. 
Interrogd sur une possible 
rdutilisation de ces avions, il 
a affirmd que «chaque cas 
ddpendait de circonstances 
particulidres*. 

Tdhdran est de ce fait, de- 
puis jeudi, le tbdStre d’une 
intense activjtd diplomatique. 
Pour la premiere fois depuis 
le ddbut de Toffensive de la 
coalition contra TIrak, une 
importante ddldgation ira- 
kienne conduite par le minis- 
tre ddldgud aux Affaires 
Etrangdres, Saadoun Ham- 
madi, est arrivde jeudi aprds- 
midi k Tdhdran, avec un mes- 
sage du president Saddam 
Hussein «sur les relations 
bilatdrales et la guerre du 
Golfer. Le secretaire gdndral 
du ministdre frangais des 
Affaires Etrangdres, Frangois 
Scheer, le chef de la diploma- 
tie algdrienne Sid Ahmed 
Ghozali et une ddldgation du 
Yemen se sont dgalement 
rendues k Tdhdran. 

Aprds une accalmie de 


trois jours, I’lrak a repris 
jeudi ses tirs de missiles 
SCUD en direction d’Isradl. 
Mais comme cela avait dtd ie 
cas lundi dernier, le missile 
irakien k ogive convention- 
nelle est retorabd sur la Cis- 
jordanie occupde sans faire 
de victime selon le porte- 
parole de Tarmee isradlienne. 

Pour la premiere fois de- 
puis la erdation de 1'Etat d'ls- 
rael, TAllemagne a organise 
k partir de jeudi soir un pent 
aerien afin de fournir du 
materiel militaire k TEtat 
hdbreu, notamment des blin- 
dds ultra sopbistiques. des 
dquipements de protection 
contra les gaz et une batterie 
de missiles anti-missiles 
amdricains Patriot. 

Pour la premiere fois dg- 
alement depuis Ie declenche- 
ment de la guerre, TOLP a 
annoned avoir tird mardi a 
l'aube 80 roquertes sol-sol de 
type Grad en direction des 
loc3litds de Metoulla, Miskav 
Am, Kafr Jalaadine et 
Nahariya, dans Ie nord d’ls- 
rael. Selon une source mili- 
taire isradlienne ces roquettes 
se sont abattues sur la *zone 


de sdcuritd* erdde et occupde 
par TEtat hdbreu au Liban du 
sud, sans faire de vi crimes ni 
ddgats. Lundi soir, Zeid 
Wehbd. representant au 
Liban du chef de TOLP Yas- 
ser Arafat, avait menacd de 
bombarder Israel si la coali- 
tion poursuivait ses attaques 
sur les populations et les in- 
frastructures civiles en Irak et 
si le couvre-feu dtait mainte- 
nu dans les territoires occu- 
pes de Cisjordanie et de 
Gaza. 

Dds la chute des roquettes, 
Israel a annoned qu’il n'en- 
tendait pas pratiquer un poli- 
tique de retenue au Liban 
sud. «Le Liban sud n’est pas 
Touest de TIrak*, a ddclare le 
coordinateur des activites 
israe lie ones dans cette re- 
gion, qui a souligne qu’Isradl 
«n’attendra pas pour rdagir 
aux agressions en provenance 
du Liban*. 

Elle a reagi en effet le jour 
meme en pilonant dans la 
soirde le camp de rdfugids 
palestinens de Rachidid au 
sud Liban faisant trois morts. 

Agences 


Semaine de guerre 


DIMANCHE 

-Aprds le Koweit, TArabie Saoudite s'engage k verser 
dgalement 13,5 milliards de dollars aux Etats-Unis pour 
couvrir les frais de guerre. 

-La destruction de quatre Mig 23 irakiens porte, selon le 
gdndral Shwaizkopf, k 26 Ie nombre d'apparails abattus en 
combat adrien lors des 22.000 sorties des allids. 18 unitds 
navales irakjennes auraient dtd ddtruites. 


LUNDI 

-Alois que Tdhdran annonce l’airivde de quatre autres 
avions irakiens en Iran, Londres fait dtat d’une centaine au 
total. 

-Septidme attaque de misszles sur Israel: un SCUD tombe 
en Cisjordanie occupde. 

-Dans une interview k CNN, Saddam Hussein affirme que 
ses SCUD ont une * caparitd nuddaire, biologique et 
chimique*. 

. • - MARDI 

-L’lrak annoned qu'un dfetviateurs allies prisonniers a dtd" 
tud lundi dans les bombardements sur Bagdad. Washington 
affirme avoir ddtruit ce jour-li un convoi de blindds 
irakiens et de vehicules d'approvisionnement. 

-Jerusalem riposte k des tirs de roquettes csontre le nord 
d’lsradl, ravendiquds par TOLP en signe de solidarity avec 
TIrak, eu pilonant dans la soirde Ie camp de rdfugids 
palestiniens de Rachidiyd au Liban sud faisant 3 morts. 
-L’lrak ddverse du petiole d’un terminal petrolier dans la 
pdninsuie de Fao (Irak), provoquant une nouvelle marde 
noire. 


MERCREDI 

-Declaration commune amdricano-sovidtique annongant 
que les hostilitds pourraient prendre fin si TIrak s’engageait 
sans Equivoque k se retirer du Koweit. 

-Bagdad afinne que ses troupes ont mend dans la nuit une 
^importante offensive terrestre* sur Khaiji (environ 5 km k 
I’intdrieur du territoire saoudien sur la cdte est). 

-89 avions irakiens sont passds en Iran selon le chiffre 
officiel de la coalition anti-irakienne, 16 settlement selon 
Tdhdran (dont 4 ont «disparu» ou se sont ecrasds). 

-D Emission du commandant des forces navales italiennes 
dans le Golfe, qui avait estimd dans des ddclarations k la 
presse quVon aurait peut-dtre pu dviter la guerre avec un 


peu de sagesse*. 


JEUDI 

-Tdheran ddment des informations de presse selon lesquel- 
les un des avions de transport irakiens ayant atterri en Iran 
aurait dtd autorisd a regagner TIrak. 

-Une source militaire americaine annonce que deux soldats 
americains — dont une femme — d'une uniz6 de transport 
qui n‘a pas ete engagde dans les combats sont portds 
disparus dans le nord-est de TArabie Saoudite. Les 
Irakiens disent les avoir captures. 

-L’attaque irakience sur Khafji a etd repoussee selon le 
commandement central americain k Riyad. 

-Un avion americain de type C-130 avec une vingtaine de 
mllitaires a bond a disparu derridre les lignes irakiennes. 
Une opdratiem est lancde pour localiser et recupdrer 
I’equipage de cet avion. 


VENDREDI 

-Nouveaux -tirs- de roquettes pour ie ernquidme • jour 
consecutif ciontre le norjd .d’Israel depuis ia «zone de 
Sdcuritd* isradlienne au Liban sud ravendiquds par la 
resistance paiestinienne. 

-Bavure de [’aviation amdricaine en Arabie Saoudite: 11 
marines sont tuds dans ie bombardement d’une de leurs 
divisions par I’US-Airforce, selon le departement d’Etat 
amdricain. 

-La France autorise le survol de son territoire par les 
bombardiers amdricains B-52 que la Grande-Bretagne k 
autorise la veille k partir de ses bases pour aller bombarder 
TIrak. Paris prdcise que ce feu vert exclut des appareils 
equipds d’armement non conventionnel. 


SAMEDI 

-Les Amdricains affirment que ^offensive irakienne contre 
TArabie Saoudite n’aura aucun effet sur le ddrouiement 
des opdrations militaires de ia coalition et ne prddpitera 
pas l’engagement du conflit terrestre. 

-La Grande-Bretagne raxndne le bilan des combats de 
Khafji k 30 soldats irakiens tuds, contre les 300 qu'elle avait 
annonces la veille. Ce deuxidme bilan est confirmd par 
TArabie Saoudite qui fait dtat par ailleurs de 400 pris- 
onniers irakiens. 

S.K. 


Lettre an president 
fran^ais 

Signde par scrixante-dix aodeas dldves jordaniens des dcoles 
ou nniversitds frao?aises, la lettre que nous pubiioii&ci-dessoas 
a £t£ adressde la sanaxae passde an president de la Rapnbtique 
frangaise, Frangcns Nfittorrand, par Tmtcrm6diairc de TAm- 
bassade de France k Amman. 

Moasienr le President, 

Nous, signataires de cet appel, d^ridmds des umvernres et 
£a>Ies frangaises, expiimons notre dtonnenumt de la participa- 
tk» de la France h T agression que ks Etats-Unis mfcncnt 
contre I’lrak et sen peuple. 

Nona anrions espdid que la France, pays qni se conskkre 
ami dn monde arabe, sort en deborc de cette guerre contxaire A 
ses principes traditionnek de liberty, d’Egality, de Fratemit6 
et de Justice. 

Nous p ers o ns que cette agrestion vise it d6trnire ce pays 
arabe sons p rftexte d’appliquer les resolutions dn Conseil de 
Sdcnrire de I’ONU. 

Nous demandons an gouvemement frangais de proedder & 
un arrd£ de la guerre et au rdtabbssement dn 

cfialogne coostzuctif en vne (finstanrer une paix juste et 
durable an Proche-Orient en tenant compte de tontes les 
rfso luita ps de 1’ Organisation des Natkms-Uniea concemant 
Teasemble des probttmes de la region, notamment la question 
patestunetme. 

Nous rappeiops qne tonte solution ndgocide doit prendre en 
consideration Pfliminatioti de tootes les annes ehi mi qnra et 
imddaires ^ tons les pt^i de la r6poo et en pr e mi er Hen 
IsraS dont l’axsenal nuddaire suscite la plus vive inqnidtude et 
icprescnte le plus grand pdrfl. 

Nona croyons profonddment que r engagement miHnrire 
frangaxs cette guerre destruCCrioe portera un coup dor k 
P aimtiA nraho-fran^aise. Cest poarqcd noos noes attentions k 
ce que la France r e prenn e ses initiativri dtfa— tiqnes dans 
resptar de pamsur It on r dgjeinent padfique de la crise. 

Nous nous joignous aux forces (fas la Paix en France et en 
Eu ro pe et nous soohaitoos que notre voix soft cntcnduc. 

Amman, le 27 janvier 1991 



Jean-Pierre Cbevtoemeutarendu sou tabiier de ministre Crangais de 
la Ddfense. 
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Demiere edition 
du «Jourdain>» 

En raison des circonstances particuiidres que 
traversent actuellement la Jordanie et la rdgion, la 
Fondation de la Presse Jordanienne (Al-Rai'- 
Jordan Times) n’est plus en mesure de poursuivre 
la publication de son suppidmem hebdomadaire en 
frangais, Le Jourdain, au sein du Jordan Times. 

Cette edition est done la demi&re des pages en 
frangais, qui sont publiees depuis Ie mois d'oetobre 
1988. 

Le Jourdain remercie tous ses fiddles lecterns 
pour leur soutien et leurs encouragments tout au 
long de cette pdriode, et espdre pouvoir reparaftre 
en de meilleures circonstances. 

Tout courrier peut etre adresse desormais k 
Tdditeur de ce suppldment: 

Jean-Marc Bordes 
PO Box 35.287 
AMMAN 


EN BREF 


Accusation. Le ministre jordanien des Affaires Etrangdres, Taher 
al-Masri, a accusd [’aviation allide d'attaquer des civils et (Tavoir tud, 
mardi et mercredi, quatre Jordaniens k Tintdrieur dn territoire 
irakien alors qu’ils dtaient en route pour leur pays. Le pone-parole 
du ddpartement d’Etat, Margaret Tutwtler, a indiqd de son c6td que 
les Etats-Unis regrettaient profonddment la mort de quelque civil 
que ce soit, tout en rappeiant que la rdgion dam laquetle se 
trouvaient ces vdhicules dtait zone de guerre et qu'elle contmuerait k 
dtre extremement dangereuse, compte tenu de la poursuite de la 
campagne contre les SCUD. 

Essence. Le gouvemement jordanien a ddddd de restremdre la 
circulation en Jordanie en organisant i’usage des voitures privdes sur 
la base d'un jour sur deux afin d’dcono miser I'dnergje. Les voitures 
privdes munies de plaques d’immatriculation portant des numdros 
impairs rouleront les jours impairs, tandis que les voitures munies de 
plaques portant des numdros pairs rouleront les jours pairs. Les taxis 
et autres vdhicules de service public ne sont pas concern £s par ces 
mesures. Les restrictions seront appliqudes k partir de mercredi 
prochain et les voitures qui ne s'y conformeront pas seront 
oonfisqudes. 

Rdfugids. Les rdfugids fuyant les bombardements des forces de la 
coalition sur TIrak affluent de plus en plus nombreux dans les camps 
j installes k leur intention dans les pays frontaliers de TIrak. En 
I Jordanie, plusieurs milliets de ressortissants dgyptiens et quelques 
1 soudanais qui dtaient bloquds depuis une semaine au poste ftontiere 
j irakien de Trebil ont commence mercredi matin k entrer en Jordanie 
, par le poste de Ruweished. La Syrie, dont les frontidres avec TIrak 
| sont fermdes depuis 3982, a indiqud qu’elle dtait prete k les ouvrir 
| pour des * raisons humanitaires* k toute person ne fuyant TIrak, y 
. compris des Irakiens. Au total, plus de 2.500 dtrangers se sont rendus 
I en Iran par le poste de ‘ Khosravi; 

Attentats. Environ 70 attaques terroristes ont etd menees contre les 
membres de la coalition anti-irakienne depuis le ddbut des hostilitds 
le 17 janvier dans de nombreux pays. En Jordanie, la British Bank of 
Middle East et Ie Centre Culturel Frangais ont dtd attaquds cette 
semaine. Des agresseurs dont on ignore le nombre ont aspergd 
d ’essence la bibliothdque du CCF et y ont placd une bonbonne de gaz 
avant d’y mettre le feu. L’attentat, revendiqud k l’AFP par 
[’Organisation des Brigades du Jihad, inconnue a ce jour, a mis hors 
d'dtat le premier Stage du centre mais n’a fait aucune \ictime. 

Victolre.'Le prdsident sud-africain Frederik de Klerk a sonnd 
vendredi le glas de Tapartheid en abolissant deux des trois piliers 
juridiques de ce systdme raciste. Le premier (Group Acts) divisait les 
zones urbaines en fonction de la race, les vibes proprement dites 
dtant rdservdes aux blancs. Le second pilier se compose de deux lois 
(Land Acts) qui rdservaient 87% du territoire a la minorite blanche. 
Ne reste que la loi sur la classification de la population, qui divise les 
Sud-Africains k la naissance en fonction de leur couleur de peau et 
conditionne leur existence (notamment sur le plan de T Education, 
encore organises surjdes bases racistes). 

Somalie. La Somalie a changd de prdsident mardi lorsque le Congrds 
de la Somalie Unifide (USC), maitre de Mogadiscio depuis dimanche 
dernier a ddsignd Ali Mahdi Mohamed pour succdder i la prdsidence 
de la Rdpublique k Mohamed Siad Baird qui a pris la fuite pendant le 
week-end. 

Sdisme. Un violent trembl ement de terre a secoud le Pakistan 
vendredi matin provoquant la mort d’au moins 175 personnes et en 
blessant plusieurs centaines. Ce sdisme dont Tdpicentre se situait au 
nord-ouest de Peshawar a atteint une magnitude de 6,8 sur Tdchelle 
de Richter et a dtd ressenti jusqu’en Afghanistan, en Inde et en Asie 
centrale sovidtique. Cette magnitude est gdndralment considdrde 
comme importante et susceptible de causer de nombreux ddgSts dans 
les zones peupldes, dans un large rayon autour de Tdpicentre. 

Accident. Un Boeing 737 de la compagnie intdrieure US-Air qui 
s'apprdtait k se poser vendredi soir sur Tadroport de Los-Angeles a 
heurtd un avion taxi provoquant la mort de 15 personnes et faisant 25 
blessds. 29 passagers des deux appareils dtaient encore portds 
disparns hier en ddbut d’aprds-midi. 

Tennis. L’AIlemand Boris Baker est devenu, k 23 ans, le nouveau 
mundro un mondial du tennis masculin cette semaine a Melbourne, 
en remportant la finale des Intemationaux d'Australie face au; 
Tchdcoslovaque Ivan Lendl. Il succdde ainsi au Suddois Stefan 
Ed berg qui avait detrdnd Lendl k la faveur de son succes k 
Wimbledon I’annde demiftre. 

Chevdnement. Le ministre frangais de la Ddfense, Jean-Pierre 
Chevdnement a demission n6 mardi de ses fonctions. Ses reticences k 
Fdgard du conflit du Golfe dtaient connues. «La fogique de guerre 
risque de nous dloigner chaque jour des objectifr fix 6s par les 
Nations-Unies*, a dcrit M. Chev&nement dans la lettre qu’il a ‘ 
adressde au.chef de TEtat et des Arm des, Frangois Mitterrand. 

PartieUes. Les trois ndo-rdnovateurs Michel Noir, Mich&le Barzacb 
et Jean-Micbel Dubernard qui avaient dddendid des Idgislatives 
partieUes k Lyon et Paris pour «faire la politique autrement*. n’ont 
pas su. mobiliser les dlecreurs. Lors du premier tour du scnitin, 
dimanche dernier, les dlecteurs ont battu des records d’abstention 
— prfes de 70% d'abstentiou k Lyon — et Mme Barzach a dtd tres ; 
largecnent distanede & Paris par le candidat soutenu par Jacques 
Chirac. En outre, Ie make de Lyon et son adjoint auront k affronter - 
dimanche prochain nn candidat du Front National, les reprdsentants 
de Jean -Marie Lepen arrivant seconds devant ceux du PS et du RPR. 

Taple. La commission oadonale de discipline du football frangais a 
isuspendu pour un an, dont quatre mois avec sursis, Bernard Tapie, 

! president de TOlympique de Marseille (toujours en tete du cham- • 
pionnat de France), et pour six mois Jean-Pierre Bem&s, direneur 
gdndral de 1’OM, dans i ’affaire qui les opposait & Claude Bez, anrien 
prdsident des Girondins de Bordeaux. Ce dernier a dtd condamnd 

pour sa part k 50.000 F d’amende pour *tnanquement grave k la 
morale sportive et accusations infonddes*. Aprds T annonce de cette 
nouvelle, lundi matin, Bernard Tapie a ddddd de ddmlssionnent. 





Le Jourdain 


Supplement en frangais 
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Braderie plangtaire 

la dignlte pour quelques dollars 


Dficidfiment, la crise da Golfe, dcvenue guerre du 
Golfe, nous fait dficouvrir, au f3 des jours, des xfialitfis 
msoup^onnables. 

Ainsi, toot s’enchalne: poor Sire dtplomate, il feat 
fitre poii; or — p a rtant du fait que la pohtesse est one 
forme d’hypocrisie — , les politiriens de ce monde qu’iis 
mfinent k la catastrophe font de lliypocrisie tear rdgle . 
de condarte. Ds ont rfiussi k conrilier, e litre autres, 
— par un entreiacs inextricable de communiques, d’in- 
terviews et autres conferences de presse, en utiEsant des 
termes univoques — des thlotimes dfimontrables avec 
des postulats incontoumables . 

En prechant la dissociation du problfime du Moyen- 
Orient de celui du Koweit suppose fitre la cause dirccte 
du conflit, on nous a fait entrer de plain-pied dans cette 
tourmente apocalyptique, et malgrfi ce lien irrecusable, 
les Amfiricains, par des manoeuvres dilatoires, nous ont 
donnfi one le$on magistrale de 1'art des tergiversations 
politiques. Pendant une semaine, 3s se sent ingfimfis k 
repousser, jour aprfis jour, une resolution affectant & 
leurs yeux les intfirfits d’Israel, alors que, dans la mfime 
pfiriode, 3s rfiussissaient le tour de force de faire voter 
im<» riirain e de mesures & l’encontre de ITrak! Et e’est h 
la fin de cette famense semaine que j’ai presque ressenti 
la honte d’etre arabe. Car c’fitait 1’ unique opportunity 
pour les Arabes de prendre des dispositions unflatfir- 
ales, des decisions fermes et irrfiversibles, de faire 
fidater cette coalition contre nature envers on autre 
pays arabe, de decider qu’fi un problfime arabe 3 fallait 
imp solution arabe, et qu’au delfi de toute consideration 
ethique ou ethnique, on ne peut concfider le droit de 
parler de guerre qu’fi un seul pays arabe: le Koweit. 

Mais beias, mille fbis heias, oil est la Nation arabe? 
OO est l’unitfi arabe? « Comment en on vfl plomb, For 
pur s’est-3 change?* (Racine). 

Poor one poignfie de dollars, les Etats-Unis d’Amfiri- 
que ont achete la dignity, la conscience et la valeur 
morale (Tun peuple au passfi trois fois nrilienaire, 
vendues une AmSrique qui faisait 3 y a k peine cent 
am , le 29 dficembre 1890, exterminer par ses tuniques 
bleues 300 Indiens en l’espace de quelques minutes. Le 
president Bush «pardonne sa dette k FEgypte*, comme 
s’3 s’agissait d’un blasphfime. 

Pour une poignee de doDars, assortie d’une promesse 
evasive de relations comm erci ales bilatfirales et 1’ assur- 
ance d’une amnfisie chronique sur certains agissements 
terrorist es, 1’oncle Sam s’achfite des liens indfifectibles 
avec la Syne. 

Le comique cdtoie le tragique. La Turquie muitiplie 
les courbettes pour acheter une treizifime place dans 
FEurope des Douze. Elle va mfime jusqu’fi offrir 
grad easement une base afirienne militaire aux forces 
allifies pour qu’eUes puissent bombarder ITrak, oubhant 
qu'elle recevait de cet Irak-mfime des millio ns de dollars 
pour les pipe-lines qui traversent son tenitoire..Tcmt le 
monde est atteint de perte de mfimoire aggravfie: 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Berlin, e’est le passfi loin tain. 

Emboitant le pas k ces «achats» et «ventes» tous 
azimuts, e’est alors une foUe farandoQe, une envolfie 
irrepressible de dollars- il traver s. le _ monde 

L’Arabie Saoudite caurionne la politiqae de FURSS 
avec 400 millions de dollars, alors mfime que les 
relations diplomatiques entre ces deux pays sont inex- 
istantes, tandis que le Koweit se premet de vexser des 
sommes inimagmables k la Chine pour acheter son vfi to 
k FONU. De la folie! L’lrak n’en demandait pas tant! 

Une braderie k l’fichelle planfitaire. On Hquide, on 
solde, comme on sfime k tous vents et k bas prix, 
FHonneur, la Dignity, la Morale, la Vertu, la Confiden- 
ce, le Passfi, le Present et mfime 1’Avenir. 

«La manic du rabaissement est la lfipre morale de 
notre fipoque*, ficrivait Flaubert 

Les Arabes ont fitfi depuis longtemps et sont tonjours 
en tfite des peoples rabaissfis et 3 faudrait fitre d’une 
naivety extreme pour croire & cet amour subit et 
incontrtlable que les Etats-Unis et leurs allifis semblent 
soudainement fiprouver k leur figard. Au fil des jours, 
on s’apergoit avec amertume que le Koweit est oublifi et 
que seule la destruction de l’lrak compte. Mfime la 
France, dont Fex-nrinistre de la Dfifense, Jean-Pierre 
Chevfinement, est president de {’Association d’amitifi 
franco-irakienne et qui avait promis de ne jamais 
intervenir en Irak, a faUli k sa parole. Terre d’art et de 
culture, de liberty et de dfimocratie, eDe vient de faire 
exploser, au rythme de ses bombes, cette devise qui fait 
d'elle la France: «Libertfi, Egalitfi, Fraternity*. 

Depuis le dfibut de la crise, les ballets diplomatiques 
orchestnSs par les Etats-Unis n’avaient qu’un objectif 
precis: complexifier le problfeme pour ne laisser entre- 
voir qu’une seule issue possible: I’intervention armfie. 

On s’fitonnait, en effet, d’entendre le prfisident 
amfiricain ou son secrytaire cTEtat rfipfiter k l’envi et 
comme un leitmotiv: «pas de comprontis, pas de 
concessions, pas question pour ITrak de sauver la face*. 
Us auraient dti aj outer pour complfiter le diapdet de 
nfigations: «pas de discussion*. Ainsi, tout le monde 
aurait compris. Mais personne ne voulait comprendre ce 
qui pourtant fitait ansa char que de 1'eau de roefae: les 
Amfiricains, les Anglais, et biensflr les Israfiliens, 
voulaient purement et implement dfitruire complfite- 
ment le potentiel militaire irakien et, dans la fonlfie, 
ficraser cet Etat arabe qui se pennettait des veDfiitfis de 
modernisation. . 

Seul Saddam Hussein savait celi, tout comme 3 savait 
que la position du president Bush fitait dictfie par deux 
principes fondamentaux et infibranlables. Premi&re- 
ment: assurer k Israel, outre sa sficuritfi, une domiiiation 
to tale — mflitairement partant — sur le monde arabe, 
ainsi qu’un rflle de partenaire et de gendarme dans la 
idgion. Demtifimement: s’assurer la mainmise sur les 
resources pfitrobfires du Golfe. Sur ce point prfitis, M. 
Bosh — milliardaire grftce k ses peats de pfitrole au 
Texas — est bien placfi pour savoir que e’est grfice au 
pytrole qu’U s’est retrouvy propulsfi au sommet de la 
statue de la liberty, ce qui tux permet de regarder le 
monde de haut. 

Les deux chocs pfitroHers et leurs consyquences 
ficonomiques catastropbiques nc sont pas prfis d’etre 
oubhfis. Comme ne peut fitre occultfie la grande 
puissance ficonomique de 1’Europe des Douze, particu- 
lifirement aprfis 1’ unification des deux Aflemagne. 
Ajoutez k cette force naissante, ce3c inquifitante du 
Japon, et 3 n’est pas besoin d’avoir feut Sdences-Po 
pour comprendre que celui qui contrMera le pfitrole du 
Golfe contrfllera figalement le reste du monde. M. Bush 
le sail. H est e Arabie Saoudite et^ n’en repartira 
jamais. Il y est; 3 y reste. B ne pouvait pas laisser ce 
levter —qui pouvait faire bascnler le ^obe entre les 


miiftmi d’un Arabe. 

Partant de ces raisonnements, un seul but est recher- 
chfi: la victoire. Et l’on franchit allurement la demifize 
matrhe de I’escatier qui mfine k I’enfer. Ou boxobarde 
1’Irak, presque joyeusement, k qui mieux mieux, dans 
une atmosphere d’Arbres de Noel. Cest une affaire 
cfheures. On se rappeUe avec vantardise d’une autre 
guerre, la mfime rfigion, qui n’avait dnrfi que six 
jours. On fera mieux cette fois-d: ce sera six heures, pas 
phis, fitfi planififi sur ordinateur geant 

Aprfis trois jours de bombardements intenafs, dfises- 
pfirant de ne plus trouver d’objectifs militaires, on 
1 argue ses bombes n'importe oh, sur des usines de lait 
pour enfants. Du lait biologjque ou du lait chimique, 
qu’en sais-je? On lfiche ses bombes sur des mosqufies 
dont les minarets deviennent des lance-missfles — tout 
est posable en enfer. On jette ses bombes lfi oh 1’on 
vent, histoire de ne pas rentier bredouille de la diasse, 
et de ne pas subir les quobbets des copains au retour. 

Et soudain, 6 rage, 6 dfisespoir, Saddam Hussein a 
des prisonniers amfiricains et autres! Est-ce possible? 
On se rfivolte, on crie au crime, on invoque la 
convention de Genfive, on paiie de Lois international es, 
on se rappeUe brusqiiement des Droits de l’Homme. 
«L*Homme est un apprenti, la douleur est son maitre, et 
nul ne se commit tant qu’3 n’a pas souffert*, disait 
Musset. 

Pendant vingt- trois ans, dans les territoires occupfis 
par Israel. les Droits, les Lois, les Conventions, les 
Resolutions, etc... ont fitfi bafoufis, foulfis aux pieds, 
ignorfis par I’entitfi sioniste. Je recommanderais k M. 
Bush de se faire projeter quelques cassettes vidfio avant 
d’aHer se couchen ceUes particulifirement horrifiautes 
de soldats juifs brisant Les bras et les omoplates de 
jeunes Palestiniens avec de grosses pierres, ou celles de 
bfibfis de moins de 1 an, le erflne fracassfi par les baOes, 
gjsant lam entablement entre les bras de leur mfire 
dysespfirfie et sans defense. Aprfis ces projections, je 
souhaite k M. Bush de passer, dans sa Maison Blanche, 
une mrit... de la mfime couleur. 

Oh est Genfive, avec ses saDes de conferences 
tapissfies de rouge? Pendant 23 ans, Israel, soutenu par 
les Etats-Unis, a ignorfi totalement I’idfie mfime de 
Nations-Unies et ce qu'eUes reprfisentent. B n’est pas 
concernfi. 

M. Bush, si l’on me passe (’expression, ne manque pas 
de souffle. Evoquer Genfive, h ce stade, est vraiment 
faire preuve d’une totale absence du sens des rfialitfis. 

Un bombardier qui laxgue 10 tonnes de bombes k 
10.000 mfitres d’ahitude ne dfitruit certainement pas que 
des objectifs militaires. Alors, de gr&ce! A la guerre 
comme k la guerre et tous les coups sont pemris. 

Au Vietnam, en Corfie et afllenrs, les Amfiricains 
— ces parangoos de vertu — grillaient au lance-flamme 
des Vletminhs sortant de leur refuge sous-terrain les 
bras hant levfis en signe international de reddition. Sans 
parler du napalm, utilisfi indistinefiement pour brfller des 
families entifires, en Algfirie, au Vietnam, et j’en passe! 

Et pour raster dans lTiorreur, qu'on me permette de 
poser une devinette k tout-fitre humams qui vit sur cette 
planfite: 

Vous fites seul dans votre champ, k 1’aube d’un jour 
printanier. Votre femme, vos cinq enfants, vos parents 
et beaux-parents devraient vous rejoindre un peu plus 
tard pour vous apporter du caffi chaud et des gaieties 
odorantes. Au loin, dans un del bleu azur, un avion 
bombardier ISche sa caigaison de 10.000 kilogrammes 
d’e^3csifs sur le village, enterrant, en i’espace de dix 
seeondes, tout ce qui a fait votre vie. Vous fitiez seal aux 
champs; vous fites seul k jamais. L’avion a eu des 
problfimes techniques. Le pilote a sautfi en parachute. 
Capturfi par les vOlageois, on vous le ramfine quelques 
temps plus tard, bien portant, le sourire encore aux 
lfivres du sentiment de sa mistion accomplie, sur les 
Keux mfimes de son crime, sur les dficombres de ce qui a 
fitfi votre joie, votre bonheur, votre raison tf fitre. Que 
faites vous de ce pDote? 

H n’est pas besoin de sondage de l’opinion publique, 
ni de composer CANNIBAL sur son Minitel, pour 
connaltre les rfiponses. Elies variraient sous toutes les 
1 attitudes du Globe entre «Je le mange cm*. «je le 
dficoupe en rondeOes* et «je le fais griUer k petit feu*. 

Mais vous n’y fites pas! Selon MM. Bush, Major et 
autres, 3 faudrait le hvrer k la Croix-Rouge et se 
conformer strictement aux termes de la Convention de 
Genfive, votfie en I’ An de Grace 1900-ct-des-poussifircs. 
On CToit r fiver. Les pays du Maghreb vierment de 
demander la reunion du ConseD de Sficuritfi pour dfifinir 
un processus de cessez-le-feu. Rfiponse: 3 est trop 
tard... ou trop tdt. Plus sibyffin que moi, tu meurs. 

En conclusion, e’est avec amertume et dficeptiou que 
je note — entre autres malheiireusement — les reactions 
de quelques peisonnaHtfis dominantes: 

-M. Nagmb Mahfouz, ficrivain de renom, prix 
Nobel de littfirature, Egyptien et Arabe de surcrott, 
dont rfige, la culture et 1’intelligence font, en prindpe, 
un pflier de la Sagssse mondiale, lance, dans des 
pamphlets qui frtlent l’mdficence, un rfiqnisitoire contre 
M. Saddam, fiertfi incontestable de tout Arabe digne de 
ce nom. 

-M. Bush, qui ajoute k la violence de ses diatribes, 
une scatologie indigne d’un president de la Rfipubbque 
la phis puissante du monde, prodamant k la face du 
monde qu’3 va «botter le derrifire de Sa ddam* (et je suis 
poli car le mot «ass» es anglais est beaocoup plus 
pfijoratif), ne fait que prouver son manque cfe self- 
control et son inaptitude k rfisoudre les problfimes 
padfiqucmcnt. 

-Manifestement k la solde des Etats-Unis, M. Perez 
de Cuellar, censfi fitre le flfiau de la balance, symbole de 
Justice, s’est complfitement effeefi de la sefine politique 
pendant la crise, pour ne rfiapparahre que lorsqu’3 fitait 
trop tard. Dev ant l’fidiec de sa mission, une seule sortie 
possible et digne: dfimissionner de son poste, k 1’instar 
de certains ministres franqais, sovifitiques, turcs, et 
autres gfinfiraux. 

-M. Gorbatcfaev, prix Nobel de la Paix... sans 
commentaire. (Les Etats-Unis doivent regretter 
actueDement cette attribution). 

Il est triste de constaier que ja Sagesse, «cette parfaite 
co nnai ssa n ce de toutes les choses que 1 ’Homme peut 
savoir*, n’est bfilas qu’une coquiUe de noix, en dfitresse 
sur 1’Ocfian des fig es. 

Racfaid BoutcOa 

Pilote de ligae algf c ien 
Anrien pSote de cImmm 
dans Panafie ixaJdetme 


Voyage 

A la d€couverte... de sol 


L’fitfi passfi, j’fitais en Afri- 
que. Ce ne fut pas un voyage 
ordinaire. Tout mon fitre en 
fut frappfi, choqufi, 
bouleversfi. Mes conceptions, 
mes idfies et les filfiments les 
.plus profonds de mon incon- 
sdent furent seconds par un 
sfiisme. Jusque 1 k je vivais (je 
sais main tenant que je de- 
vrais dire «vivotais*) en tran- 
quility, en sficoritfi psych olo- 
gique. Je me vaatrais et me 
complaisais dans une stability 
qu’aucun doute ne veil ait 
jamais perturber. Tout cela 
estfini aujounfhm. Tout cela 
^jpartient au passfi. 

En apparence, la capitale 
ressemble k toutes les vflles 
ocridentales. On y trouve des 
bfitimehts modemes et mfime 
des gratte-dels qui touch ent 
les nuages, des rues droites et 
spadeuses encombrfies de vo- 
itures, et les fitablissements 
habitue Is: banques, maga- 
sins, bureaux de poste et 
stations de chemin de fer. 
Mais je dis bien «en appar- 
ence*. Promfine-toi dans les 
rues et observes les indigenes 
en oubliant les Europfiens qui 
vivent aussi lh-bas. Sous leur 
vfitement modeme on sent 
encore les hommes vrais, qui 
s’agitent et s'efforcent de 
briser leurs entraves. Re- 
garde la couleur noire de leur 
peau; e’est la couleur des 
tfinfibres, tfinfibres de I’in- 
conscient et de l’avant- 
dvilisation. Ecoute-les parler 
et rire, regarde-les bouger de 
tout leur corps. Corps gra- 
deux et non fitiolfis, corps 
vivant ou la nature palpi te 
encore. Quand 3s rient, leur 
rire vieut des piofondeurs. Il 
ne prend pas la forme que 
nous lui oonnaissons d’un ric- 
tus crispfi se dessinant sur 
leurs visages. Regarde com- 
me 3s marchent: 3s dansent, 
et cela dzt beaocoup. Leurs 


mouvements gradeux sont 
pleins de chazme. Quand Os 
se parient, 3s se rega r dent 
sans gfine, 3s sont h l’aise. Ds 
se regardent avec amour, pas 
un amour chrfitien mais un 
amour primitif, une ample 
joie de vivre. Us se moquent 
du pfichfi chretien et de 
toutes les maiseries. 

La nuit! Oh la unit! Ce 
n’est pas notre hint domptfie 
et famiUfire: lh-bas, e’est une 
nuit eff ray ante, peuplfie 
d’ombres et de voix. Le soir, 
lorsquc la v31e commence k 
s’endormir, la Nature et les 
arbres prennent une allure 
difffirente et sinistra. La 
vfigfitation tropicale et 
opulente s’anime et m un nu i e 
des dmebotements fitranges. 
Cest comme si la Nature 
prenait une autre dimension 
pendant la nuit, une reality 
qui n'existe pas le jour. La 
nuit est son domaine et n’ap- 
partient pas aux humams. 
Cette mfitamorphose s’ao 
compagne de voix d’animaux 
qui deviennent plus auctibles 
au fur et k mesure que la nuit 
se prolonge, erfiant une 
atmosphfire ensorcelante. 
Tard d?ns la unit, quand les 
tavemes locales ferment et 
dfiversent leur flot de client 
dans les rues, on entend les 
hommes saohls gueuler et 
mfiler leurs cris k ceux des 
animaux dans un concert 
d’fipouvante. Les hommes 
oublient l’apparence dvUisfie 
do jour, pour retrouver leur 
nature indomptable. Dans 
mon lit, je me laisse em porter 
par ce toorbillon qui met mes 
sens sans dessus-dessous. 
Deux semaines dans cet fitat 
sont pins qu'assez pour te 
dfiranger, te briser la tfite. Je 
me suis dfiridfi k changer de 
place et k aUer visiter... la 
mer. 

O mer! O dfisert! je t’ai 


too jours aimfie. Je fai tou- 
jours chfirie. Toujouis tu 
m’as apportfi le soul ag e me nt 

et la consolation. Cette fois 
ausa je me suis rapprochfi de 
toi espfirant fitre soulagfi et 
reconfortfi. En vain. 

L'effet des deux semaines 
prfiefidentes avait commencfi 
3 l m’envahxr et k me pynfitrer 
soumobement Cette fois la. 
mer tie m’a pas doaa6 la 
gufirison eqpfixfie, eBe m’a 
infectfi, n’a fait qu’ajouter k 
mes tracasseries. 

Les pla^s d’iri sont faites 
antrement- EDes nc sont pas 
Ifi pour qu’on s’y baigne ou 
pour y fake du sport avec des 
copains. Fas du tout. Les 
plages d’ici agitent et 
to ur mentent resprit. On n’y 
trouve personne, la plupart 
du temps. On s’y sent seal. Et 
cette solitude, cette sfipara- 
tion du monde comm pen- 
dant des heures, ne m*aidait 
pas k retrouver un point de 
repfire comm. Au contraire, 
je me suis senti perdu et je 
me suis enfonefi phis pro- 
fondfiment dans la conftKion 
et la terreur. J’essayais 
d’ficouter les vagues qui me 
calmaient autrefois, mais 
elies ne faisaient que susdter 
m31e questions aujomtfhui. 
Des questions sur ma vie 
jusqu’id, des questions sur 
moi-mfime. Qui fitais-je? 
One faisais-je lh? Quefaisads- 
je Hans ce monde? Questions 
sans contexte social, ques- 
tions d’un monde sans 
sod fitfi. Pfitais seul au monde 
et, enfin, j’ai vu mon visage 
originel. J’fitais dans tu 
monde dfinudfi, dfinudfi de 
toute vfigfitation ou consota- 
tion. Un monde mi et cruel, 
sans merde. Pfitais dans un 
monde primordial, dans le 
monde tel qu’3 est. Et j’ai vu 
des choses. Pai compris la 
vanitfi et I'inanitfi des actes 


j utmains et la futifitfi de teat 
vie. Cfitait comme si je 
voyais pour la premiftre fois 
de ma vie, comme a mes 

yeux s’fitaient ouverts poor la 

nesBire fois. Comme si je 
P a«aaiis enfin, k ce moment 
precis. 

Quelques jours apres mon 
arrivfie, je rencontrai un 
pycheur par hasard. Je ne sais 
<foh il venait mais hti auss i 
oonspirait, avec les autres, 
contre moi. Contre moi qui 
ytais seul et vulnfirable. Pai 
passfi de longues soirfies k 
d»yit»<»r avec lui aprfis son 
retour de la pfiche. CTfitaiten 
fait un monologae: il parlait 
et fficoutais; 3 posatt des 
qaestfous et n’attendait pas 
mes rfiponses. Cfitait son 
que de lancer des 
questions k briUe-ponipoinL 
Un scar 3 m’a (fit: «3 faut que 
les aient confiance 

en toi poor te rfivfihsr un de, 
leur secret*. Une autre fois 3 
m’a (fit: «Regarde ks gens! 
Us sont si fons! Bs sont k ce 
point cfaannfi par le sofeH, 
qu’Os oubfient r obscurity et 
quite ne s’en souviennent 
que trop tard!* ou encore «I1 
-faut tou jours dimmuer! Les 
autres crosscut, mais moi je 
djminuc*. Et <T autres para- 
boles finigmatiques qui m'ont 
transperefi comme Ffidair. 

Hnakaneut, je suis parti, 
plus agitfi qu’avant k Fidfie de 
retrouver la c^ntale. Qud- 
ques jours phis tard, j’ai pxis 
r avion tX fai achevfi mon 
voyage. Mass ce voyage ne 
m’a pas qrattfi, e’est ha dfisor- 
™k qui voj'age en moi. A 
cause de hn, j’ai perdu la 
tranquilitfi et fa paix. Tant 
stieox, car je ne cherche phis 
cette tranquilitfi aveugte et 
soporifiqiie. Je m’ea vais, an 
gzfi du vest 

Maher Darwueh 


Sans blague! 

A la recherche de boucs dmissaires 


... Main tenant que la guerre avait ficlatfi, 3 fallait bien 
: itrpuver les :boucs^fimissainm sur lesq afe: on p o urraif - . 
. dfifinit^ement rejeter la restio p sabflitfi d^fous les dfi^ts , ” 
irorrews ef soufeances qat allaient exfrSulter. 

Pour les mfidias de la coalition, 3 n’y avait pas Fombre 
d’un doute: Saddam et sa «dique» fitaient les vrais 
coupaMes. Ds avaieot attaqufi un pays souverain, comptant 
prfis de 400.000 nationaux (plus 1 million et demi de seifs), 
san« aucone consideration du fait que ce pays fitait membra 
k part entifirede l’ONU (en instance dedfiefis) ainsi que de 
la trfis regrettfie Ligne Arabe. 

Void un extrait d’une conversation qu’ent dernifirement 
Shiriy, envoyfie spficiale d’une chaine de tfilfivision renom- 
mfie, avec un intellectuel jordanien du nom de Sharif. 

-Eh bien Sharif, pourquoi I’lrak a-t-3 envahi un pays 
souverain7 

-Vous devez savoir tout de mfime Shiriy que le Koweit 
(sftrement sur {’instigation de Washington) a poussfi k bout 
La patience de ITrak. 

-Oui, je sais bien, mais tous les dififirends ftontaliers ou 
autres ne peuvent justifier l’agression du 2 aodt. n y a tout 
de mfime des instances internationales pour ce genre de 
conflits! 

-Ecoutez. Shiriy. Je^suppose que vous n’allez pas porter 
plainte au commissariat de pofice chaque fois que votre 
petit frfire vous casse les pieds: vous v^»s contentez de lui 
administrer une bonne fessfie, e’est tout. Cest exactement 
ce qu’avait cm faire ITrak. H ne pouvait tout de mfime pas 
tzaiter le Koweit en pays fitrangen ce dernier lui a toujours 
appartenu et ne lui a fitfi' volfi qu'assez recemment! 

-Et alors! Une bonne partie de la Pologne appartenait- 
bien an troisifime Reich, mais l’Allemagne rfiunie ne traite 
pas pour autant cette partie en «petit ftfire*, comme vous 
(files! 

-Cest trfis different. Vous vous rappelez sans doute 
qu’en 1899 les Britanniques, moyennant de l’argent, des 
cadeanx et certains services, avaient rfiussi k convaincre le 
Cheikh du Koweit de signer un traitfi par lequel cduirci 
leur donnait la main-misc sur les affaires extfirieures du 
sous-dfipaitement qu’3 contrdlait. (Ce cheikh, disent les 
mauvaises langurs, raSolait de jeunes malelots tout 
blonds.) Naturellement, ce traitfi n’avait aucune valeur 
Ifigale car le Koweit (ainsi d’aiUeurs que ITrak) faisaient 
partie de 1’Enqpzre Ottoman. Imagines: un peu Le sous 
prefet de Lesparre (sous-prefectuxe de la Gteonde), par 
exanple, signer un tratifi avec l’lrak dormant k Saddam la 
main-mise sur les affaires extfirieures de ce sous- 
dfipartcmeiit! 

Nfiamnoins, les Britanniques voulaient faire comprendre 
aux Boches qu’iis ne devaient pas fitendre leur li g*M de 
chemin de fer Bertin-Bagdad jusqu’au Golfe. En 1914, le 
Koweit fat dfidarfi protectorat britannique, les Ottomans 
s'fitant rangfis dn cdtfi de 1’Allemagne dans fa premifire 
guerre mondiale. La dficouverte uhfirie ur e de pfitrole dans 
ce pays a empfichfi, jusqu’au 2 aoQt dernier, sa restitution k 
ITrak. 

Avouez tout de mfime qu’3 est absoiument ridicule et 
in juste qu’un pays comme l’lrak, de prfis de 400.000 1cm 1 ?- 
ne puissc accfider aux mers que par l'intermfidiaire d’un 
bras fluvial (le Chatt-el-Arab) dont, de pins, la rive gauche 
est occupfie par un pays pas toujours arnical, parce qu’3 y a 
cent ans un offlder de sa Majesty la reine Victoria (ou 
peut-fitre un simple sous officier) a pu corrompre un 
Cheikh de tribu ignorant et vicieux pour empficher les 
Boches de menacer les routes maritimes des Indes! Pour en 
zevenir k votre question, le troisifime Reich a failli faire 
exploser le Globe tout entier: fitait-3 done injuste que 
rADemagne paye? t 

-Prfisentfi sous cette forme, votre point devnesedfifead. '■ 

Mate tout de mfinre, on n’envahitpas un autre pays comme 
ga! Eub... du moins, on n’agit pas de la sorte si... on ne 
possfide pas un sifige permanent aux Nations Unies, voflAl 

-Vous avez raison. Mais les dirigeants de Bagdad ont 
essayfi de coimaltre l’opimon de la seule super-puissance 


restante, sur le con fli t qm les opposait an Koweit. 
L’ambaaradeur amfiricain £rne &rtiastt April CHa^ne)leur 
fit comprendre que son pa^s ti^urtfirvtendrait rate sa cte oh 
conflit dfigfinfireraiL Mms'fi^Tff'fitait fa qii v un pifige!' 

-Admettons. D’aprfis vous, pourqum Etats-Uxus 
auraient-ik agi de la sorte? 

-Simplement parce quTte fitaient convaincas que pour 
demeurer la seule super-pmssance, 3s devaient contrftler k 
tout prix les sources effinergie dn monde (dont une bonne 
partie se trouve mafaeureosement dans la r^ian du 
Golfe). Rappelez-vous la fameuse dfidaration Carter du 
dfibut des amides' 1980, les ^forces de d^knement et 
d’inte^vention rapide* et 1’aBiance stratfigique avec IsrafiL 
Us pensaient potrvoir continuer k effrayer tous ks Arabes 
et k les intimider. Mais iis se rendirent bientflt compte que 
ni leurs forces d’inferventkm rapide ni Isxafil ne ponvateat 
se mesurer k ITrak. Ds dfiddfirent done d’ficraser mihtaire- 
ment ce pays et de maintenir k jamais leur propre presence 
dans le coin, aux frais de la princesse, bien sfir. 

-Quel rdle tiendrait Israel dans ce sefinario? 

-Les Amfiricains avaient dfijfi dficouvert qu’iis ne 
pouvaient pins continuer k effira yer ITrak avec one gre- 
nouille, mfime s u rgo nfl fie an point de paraZtre de la ta31e 
d’un bamf. Si ITrak fitait dfitruit, k Dieu ne plaise, Israel, 
one fens remis de la terreur occariomifiepar ces saczfis vieux 
SCUDs et par ces non moins dangereux Patriots, pourra 
recommencer k jouer au bceaf vis k vis des jeunes 
Palestiniens annfis de pierres, et de la plupart des regimes 
arabes. 


Koweit, la guerre n ’aurait pas eu lieu. 

-Croyez vous vraiment, comme on ne cesse de nous le 
dire, que Bush, Major et Mitterrand n’arrivaient plus k 
dormir depuis que Saddam avait interdit k ce pauvre 

Cheikh Jaber de faire la nouba dhaquejeudi dans son palate 

de Koweit-city? Malgrfi tous les mOHards du Che3ch, 3 
m’est efiffiefle d’admettre que Bush et ses accolites se soient 
engagfis, excusez le terme, comme maqueranx chez hn.- 
Pour moi. Bush se font absoiument du Koweit, de son 
Cheikh et de toute sa famine. Ce qu’3 voulait c’fitait une 
coinplfite reddition de ITrak: les dirigeants irakiens de- 
vaient accepter Hfegfimonie absolue des Etat-Unte sur fa 
region ainsi que fa presence dTsrael en tant que seule 
puissance an Moyen-Orient. Bush et ses accolites ne 
prfiparaient-as pas dfijh r opinion k «casser» ITrak, bien 
avant que n’fidate 1’aSaire dn Koweit, en inventant par 
exenq rfe lTostoire du du soi-dteant canon irakkm gfiant qui 
commensait en Angjene et qui ne finissait qu’en Turquie? 

-Mate comment expliquer le rallienvmt de PEurope et du 
Japon k 1’Amfirique? 

-De Gaulle n’est phis. Ceux quihiiont succfide en France 
ne. voient pas an del* de leur bout du nez (k oart 
Ojevfinement qui a dfl dfimisskwmer). Quant k fa Grande- 
Bretagne, k FADemagne et au Japon, Os n’oni encore 
jamais osfi due non aux Etats-Unis. Espfirons qu’ils 
ap p e endreo n t k te fame de Saddam. . 

-A votre avis, les vrais responsables de cette «sate 
guerre* sont done Bush et ses «caccotites»? 

i ^ Bu $ s T ni / ordonnfi l’attaque contre 

ITrak. Mais lorsque fa coahtion (ou ce qui va Mresterjsera 
d^ite^on sacbvera febrflement partout k trouver des 

Gotte^pte. (mmeurs gfinfiraux et colonels de fa dA v 
seront mcxnninfis pour ne pas avoir su estimer correct/ 
meat fa force et fa determination de Hiak- raKt/o™" 

yP 3 **™ probable^^^ 
pour avoir prfidit que fa victome ne prendrait one 
heures. Par contre, les peoples araS^^J^^SS^ 
ks vrais tram** paimi enx, et beaucoiipS^g^^^* 
dans notre rfigion. Enfin, le T^n^Ssan^S^^S? 
dfitruit Sodome, enverra Saddam dfitnrirj ^ 


Safari Farah 
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OECD chief 
sees impact 
of Gulf war 
shifting with 
variances 

DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — The 
Gulf war should have a limited 
impact on the world economy if 
the conflict does not spread, 
more advanced weapons are not 
used, and terrorists do not cause 
serious damage, a top economist 
said Friday. 

Jean-Claude Paye, secretary- 
general of the Paris-based Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development (OECD), 
said the main economic impact so 
far had been the over-reaction of 
many consumers and companies. 

Paye said it was impossible to 
be certain exactly what impact 
the war would have on the world 
economy. 

“But if there is no geographical 
expansion, no technological up- 
grading of the war, as compared 
with today, probably the econo- 
mic impact will be limited," he 
told Reuters in an interview. 

He said terrorism could have a 
serious impact if, for instance, 
many refineries were blown up, 
but so far this had not been a 
serious problem. 

Commenting on what he saw as 
over-reaction to the war, he said: 
“When I leam the day after the 
war broke out that many, many 
companies in the United Sates 
and everywhere had decided to 
forbid any travel of their mana-. 
gets or high officials, I was appal- 
led." 

Paye, in Davos for the annual' 
meeting of the World Economic 
Forum, said he was also shocked 
to find people in Paris hoarding 
foodstuffs, saying this was further 
proof of what he called the exces- 
sive impact of the media. 

“You have an exaggeration of 
the reactions of the consumers 
and companies." 

The OECD, a 24-nation think- 
tank, predicted in a report last 
December, a month before the 
war broke out, that output among 
its members would grow by two 
per cent this year, down from 2.8 
per cent in 1990. 

It said then that the Gulf crisis 
finally pushing the weak U.S. 
economy into recession, but Ger- 
many and Japan would propel the 
'industrial vyo^ld as a whol^jo -a 
ninthconsecu^veyear of g^wth. ' 

Paye -said jibe, war's imjgc^rn.;. 
oil prices should be limited De- 
cs use- "the reduction of oil pro- 
duction linked to the (United 
Nations) embargo (on Iraq) has 
been matched since August by 
increased production of other 
countries." 


Recession-hit Britain counts 
the cost of war in the Gulf 
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U.S. dollar 

664.0 

668.0 

Pound S Icriing 

1310.4 

13183 
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530.3 

533.5 

French franc 
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507.6 
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401.5 

403.9. 

Swedish crown 

120.7 

121.4 

Italian lira (for 100) 

60.1 

60J 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

220.2 

221-5 


LONDON (R) — Britian said 
Friday it would have toi raise 
public spending this year by £600 
million (SI. 2 billion) to meet 
costs of the Gulf war. 

A treasury announcement was 
made as politicians and newspap- 
ers asked who would pay for 
Britian's war* role. 

Public spending for the year to 
April is now put at £181.2 billion 
($362. 4 billion), up from an 
earlier forecast of £180.6 billion 
($361.2 billion). ' 

“Increases for military deploy- 
ments to the Gulf account for 
almost all the increase in the 
estimate," the treasury said in a 
statement on its revised spending 
plans. 

David Mellor, chief secretary 
to the treasury, flew to the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates Friday to try 
to secure some cash help. 

This week Germany pledged 
£275 million ($550 million) to 
Britain. Saudi Arabia will also 
meet some expenses. 

But this will be a fraction of the 
total and Britain, in the grip of a 
severe recession, is seeking finan- 
cial contributions from other na- 
tions, particularly from economic 

Top U.S. 
arms makers 
plan large 
layoffs 

CLAYTON, Missouri (AP) — 
Workers faced layoffs at two top 
defence contractors Friday in the 
face of government weapons cuts, 
but a spokesman said new tank 
orders from the Middle East 
saved some jobs. 

General Dynamics Corp. plans 
to layoff about 1,200 workers this 
year at three tank-making plants, 
company officials said Friday. 

It’s the second round of layoff 
notices in less than a month for 
the nation's second-biggest de- 
fence contractor. 

Last month the company laid 
off about 4,000 aerospace work- : 
ere after Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney cancelled the develop-, 
ment of the navy’s' A-12 jet be- 
cause of cost overruns and delays. 

Pittsburgh-based Westing- 
hoose laid off 1.200 employees 
[ from; its electronic systems group, 
citing Cheney’s announcement. 

|- Westingbouse was -a, subcon- 
tractor for General Dynamics and 
McDonnell Douglas Corp., the 
primary contractors for the A-12 
programme. Westinghouse was 
to have supplied radar and a 
device called the combined func- 
tion infrared set for the new 
Stealth jet. 

The layoffs announced Friday 
by General Dynamics will be 
completed by September 1991. 
They bad long been expected, 
said Don Gilleland, a spokesman 
for the land systems division 
based in Sterling Heights, Michi- 
gan. 

The division operates two' 
plants and employs about 7,000 
people. 

“This is actually good news 
because a year ago we were look- 
ing at dosing both plants and 
laying eveiyone off,” Gilleland 
said. “But now we don't have to 
dose either one and we’re keep- 
ing most of the people working .” 


to* ►r 


superpower Japan. 

The bill for six British Tornado 
aircraft lost so far is more than 
$240 million. Some grim econo- 
mic forecasts put British Gulf war 
expenditure at more than $20 
billion. 

“The British government , un- 
like America's has been remark- 
ably slow to pass the hat around," 
said an artide published Friday in 
the Economist, a weekly maga- 
zine. 

The Daily Mail summed up 
indignation over what one junior 
British minister called Europe's 
“feeble" response to the war. 

“We are glad to play an hon- 
ourable part In repelling aggres- 
sion, but it will be a shabby 
business if we also have to bear 
an unfair share of the cost,” a 
Mail editorial said. 

• Despite rising unemployment, 
high inflation and the worst spate 
of corporate disasters for decades 
Prime Minister John Major is 
riding high in opinion polls as the 
most popular premier since 
World War n leader Winston 
ChruchilL 

British victory over Argentina 
in the 1982 Falkland Islands war 
which buoyed the political for- 
tunes of then premier Margaret 
Thatcher cost more than $4 bil- 
lion in today's terms. 

Three times more troops are 
involved in the Gulf. 

Defence Secretary Tom King 
told parliament Thursday that 


40,000 British military personnel 
formed Britain's Gulf commit- 
ment condenamed “Operation 
Granby." 

He said more than £1.25 billion 
($2.5 billion) had been spent, 
excluding lost equipment and 
ammunition used. 

The runway-busting JP233 
bomb dropped’ by Tornados to 
help establish air superiority over 
the Iraqis costs £1 million ($2 
million) each. 

King announced Friday the 
latest tranche of £260 million 
($520 million) for the defence 
budget pushing it up to £22.1 
billion ($44.2 billion). 

Analysts said that if Chancellor 
of the Exchequer (Finance Minis- 
ter) Norman Lamont spreads war 
costs over several years and bor- 
rows they need not take a great 
toll on the economy. 

But the uncertainty of war has 
hit British business' confidence 
with industrialists wary of making 
big decisions, a trend which 
analysts said could intensify re- 
cession. 

The German Bundesbank's de- 
cision to raise interest rates has 
given less scope for Britain to 
bring down its own punishingly 
high bank base interest rate, held 
at 14 per cent to fight inflation 
and defend the pound sterling. 

The still relatively high rate 
was cut last October from 15 per 
cent, the level at which it had 
stood for a year. 
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[ Lloyd’s cuts 
insurance 
rates for. 
Gulf area 

LONDON (AP) — The Lloyd’s 
of London insurance market Fri- 
day sharply cut insurance 'rates 
for marine and air cargo going to 
the Gulf, reflecting optimism that 
the war won’t cause widespread 
damage to commercial aircraft 
and ships. 

For marine cargo going to 
Qatar, Bahrain and other Gulf 
ports, the rates were cut to one 
per cent of the value of the cargo 
from two per cent. 

Rates for marine cargo going to 
Iranian ports were cut to 0.75 per 
cent from two per cent. 

Marine cargo rates for Saudi 
Arabian Red Sea ports and Jed- 
dah were cut to 0.125 per cent 
from 0.25 per cent. 

For Israeli Mediterranean 
ports, marine cargo rates were 
cut to 0.25 per cent from 0.5 per 
cent, and marine cargo rates for 
Israeli Red Sea ports and Jordan 
were cut to 0.25 per cent from 
0.375 per cent. 

Israeli air cargo rates were cut 
to 0.15 per cent and 0.20 per cent 
from 0.25 per cent. 


Greenspan warns of deep 
slump in U.S. if war runs 
for more than three months 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan has 
said that a prolonged war in the 
Gulf would increase the risk of 
a deep recession. 

Greenspan said the sharp drop 
in consumer confidence after the 
stan of the Gulf conflict helped 
push the American economy into 
recession, and he said confidence 
could deteriorate if the war drag- 
ged on. 

“The risk is there, and I think 
the risk obviously would in- 
crease,'' Greenspan told a con- 
gressional panel. “This is an eco- 
nomy which is obviously subject 
— more than any time I’ve seen 
in the recent past — to changes in 
psychology." 

The central bank chairman de- 
nied that he had turned more 
pessimistic about the U.S. econo- 
mic outlook kince last week, 
when he said he saw signs that the 
worst might be over. 

His remarks before the House 
Banking Committee followed an 


interview published Thursday in 
the New York Times in which 
Greenspan described what might 
happen if the Gulf war strerched 
beyond March. 

“If you get beyond three 
months, you begin to risk con- 
sumer confidence erosion, and 
that would abort any meaningful 
recovery," the Times quoted 
Greenspan as saying. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. unemploy- 
ment rate increased for the third 
month in a row to reach 6.2 per 
cent in January, its highest level, 
since June 1987. the Labour De- 
partment said Friday. 

In December the jobless rate 
was 6.1 per cent. The employ- 
ment report was the first official 
glimpse of U.S. economic activity 
in January. 

With the economy mired in. 
recession, payroll jobs outside 
the farm sector fell steeply by 

232.000 compared with a revised 

48.000 drop in December. Pre- 
viously the department reported 
December payroll jobs fell 
76.000. 


The manufacturing sector,' 
which has shed 900.000 jobs in 
the past two years, lost 69,000 
positions in January after a 

45,000 December job loss. Large 
losses were recorded in construc- 
tion and car-related industries, 
the department said. 

Further declines in factory em- 
ployment probably are ahead. 

Eastern Airlines' recent col- 
lapse put 18,000 people out of 
work, and Trans World Airlines 
is cutting about 2,500 from its 
workforce. 

“The worst is yet to come," 
said Michael Neimira, an eco- 
nomist at Mitsubishi Bank Ltd. 

Employment figures typically 
lag behind a recovery. So even 
though there are signs the reces- 
sion is abating — the 2.1 per cent 
drop in gross national product in 
late 1990 was less severe than 
expected, and the January index 
of leading indicators turned up- 
wards for the first time in six 
months — many economists ex- 
pect several more months of grim 
jobs data. 


Romania begins crisis energy-saving steps 


BUCHAREST (R) — Cash- 
strapped Romania has 
announced emergency energy 
saving measures aimed at cutting 
consumption in industry while 
keeping dozens warm at home 
through the winter. 

The government said in state- 
ments issued Thursday and Fri- 
day that crisis measures, which 
could include halting oil imports, 
were needed due to growing 
trade and balance of payments 
defidts, shrinking external gas 
supplies and die Golf war. 

The government has approved 
a crisis programme considering 
even a total halt in oil imports," it 
said. It would come into effect 


immediately. 

The government appealed to 
both industrial and household 
consumers to save energy but 
offidals said homes would get 
enough hear through the winter. 

“Heat and electridty will be 
supplied normally and the people 
will not suffer from a harsh win- 
ter,” industry ministry spokes- 
man Bogdan Popescu told Reu- 
ters. 

Popescu said the crisis prog- 
ramme would hit energy-guzzing 
metallurgical, chemical and 
building materials plants. Indus- 
try would pay four times the 
normal price for any unjustified 
rise in power consumption, the 


statement said. 

The government imposed par- 
tial petrol rationing last month, 
limiting sales to 40 litres a month 
per car owner and charging doa- 
ble for extra fuel. 

Romania's domestic oil and gas 
output covers only 35 per cent of 
its energy needs and the Gulf 
crisis has cut off oil imports from 
Iraq, which had agreed to pay off 
a $1.7 billion debt to Bucharest in 
oil. 

Romania ended 1990 with a 
$1.5 billion hard currency trade 
deficit and a 1.7 billion roubles 
trade deficit with eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. 

If oil imports were halted, the 


hardest-hit sector would be 
Romania's refining and petroche- 
mical industry. 

Built up under executed dicta- 
tor Nicolae Ceausescu, the pet- 
rochemical industry is capable of 
processing up to 34 million tonnes 
of oil a year — far exceeding 
domestic needs. 

Popescu said the refineries 
would close down partially, but 
added: “We do not intend to stop 
production completely.” 

To add to Romania's economic 
problems, the Soviet Union 
which in the past supplied eight 
per cent of Romania's oil im- 
ports, is now restricting exports. 
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Soviet army patrol beats Lithuanian man 

Yeltsin’s Radio Russia muzzled 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
liberal radio station said Saturday 
that Soviet state broadcasting au- 
thorities had cut it off from a 
major audience after it had 
angered President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev with its coverage of the 
Baltics. 

A spokesman for Radio Rus- 
sia. whose programmes reflect 
the liberal views of Russian 
populist leader Boris Yeltsin, said 
the radio had been barred from 
access to Che main frequencies 
used by most Soviet listeners. * 

Spokesman Sergei Pustovoitov 
said the move stemmed from a 
complaint by Gorbachev to 
broadcasting chief Leonid Krav- 
chenko about the radio's cover- 
age of the army crackdown in 
Lithuania on Jan. 13 in which 13 
unarmed civilians were killed. 

“The president asked Krav- 
chenko ‘how is it that on main 
frequencies there is anti-Soviet 
broadcasting'?", he said. 

The move, which was certain to 
sour further the bad relations 
between Yeltsin and Gorbachev, 
underscored the Kremlin leader's 
shift to the conservative camp as 
problems in the country defy easy 
solutions. 

Communist Party hardliners, 
capitalising on Gorbachev’s shift, 
indicated that they were readying 
their forces for an offensive 
against liberals after a long time 
on the retreat. 

The party surrendered its 
monopoly on power a year ago 
but made a comeback in recent 
months as Gorbachev, party 
general secretary as well as state 
president, moved to the right. 


Russia's hardline Communist 
leader. Ivan Polozkov, in com- 
ments reported Saturday, said 
there could now no longer be any 
question of a multi-party system 
being established. 

“Our pseudo-democrats tram- 
ple on the constitution and kindle 
ethnic conflicts. The anti- 
Communist movement readily 
supports international capital. All 
this is done under the flag of 
saving perestroika." Polozkov 
said in a speech at a meeting of 
the party leadership last Thurs- 
day. 

“There can be no talk now 
about any multi-party : system. 
There is the CPSU (Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union), which 
upholds Socialist perestroika, and 
there are leaders with one politic- 
al countenance — anti- 
communism." he said. 

Central Committee Secretary 
Oleg Shenin. calling for a purge 
of liberal and radicals in party 
ranks, said at the same meeting: 

“There are many instances 
when Communists and also party 
organisations do not consider it 
necessary to abide by the rules of 
the CPSU and try, without per- 
mission, to modify them accord- 
ing to their own reasoning." 

Gorbachev, in an apparent bid 
to display moderation after 
bloodshed in the Baltics, Friday 
ordered the creation of delega- 
tions for talks with Baltic leaders. 

But Estonian Prime Minister 
Edgar Savisaar told Baltfax News 
Agency that a subsequent meet- 
ing of the Federation Council, 
which groups central and republi- 
can leaders, had been a difficult 


one for the Baltic republics. 

Savisaar quoted Deputy De- 
fence Minister Valentin Varenni- 
kov as saying at the meeting that 
the three Baltic republics — 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia — 
had “become a bastion of West- 
ern ideology and the hotbed for 
far-reaching American strategic 
plans.” 

TASS News Agency said 
speakers at the meeting cited 
anti-constitutional acts and viola- 
tions of human rights as being 
responsible for the conflict in the 
Baltic republics, which are seek- 
ing to regain pre-World War II 
independence. 

Liberal suspicions over Gor- 
bachev's move to the right have 
been fuelled by a decision to send 
troops onto the streets of Moscow 
and other major cities in patrols 
with police. 

Kremlin officials say the joint 
patrols, which began on Friday, 
are to strengthen the fight against 
common crime but many liberals 
say they are part of plans for 
creeping dictatorship aimed at 
stifling pro-democracy forces. 

Meanwhile a joint patrol of 
Soviet police and soldiers beat a 
Lithuanian man just hours after 
the patrols went into effect, a 
parliamentary spokesman said 
Saturday. 

It was the fust reported vio- 
lence involving the joint army- 
police patrols, which have been 
criticised by Baltic leaders as an 
attempt by the Kremlin to streng- 
then control over the breakaway 
republics. 

The patrols began in major 
Soviet cities under orders from 


Defence Minister Dmitri Yazov 
and Interior Minister Boris Pugo. 

The Lithuanian parliamentary 
spokesman, Audrias Azubalis. 
told reporters at a press confer- 
ence that four or five policemen 
and soldiers armed with automa- 
tic weapons stopped the 22-year- 
old man in downtown Vilnius at 
about 9 p.m. (1800 GMT) Friday. 

The patrol demanded the 
man's identification papers. But 
before he could produce bis docu- 
ments. the soldiers and police 
knocked him to the ground and 
beat him, according to Azubalis. 

The man was hospitalised with 
facial cuts and jaw injuries. Azu- 
balis said. 

In recent weeks. Soviet troops 
occupied key buildings in the 
Baltics and intensified efforts to 
round up draft evaders. They 
have conducted random searches 
on the streets of the capital and at 
roadblacks around the city. 

More than 15 draft-age Lithua- 
nian men have disappeared from 
the streets and are believed to 
have been taken by the army, 
according to the parliament's 
press office. 

Since declaring independence 
last March 11, Lithuania's ligjsla- 
ture has contended that dozens 
of the republic are not required to 
serve in the Soviet military. 

The draft age in the Soviet 
Union is 18 to 28. 

In another incident in Vilnius 
Friday, an army captain allegedly 
entered a house looking for a 
conscript and bit the conscript's 
father in the head, Azubalis said. 
It was unclear whether the cap- 
tain was part of a joint patrol. 


U.S. claims 
rise in 

democracy, 

ethnic 

conflicts 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. State Department, present- 
ing its annual report on human 
rights worldwide, has said that 
democracy was advancing 
throughout the world, but ..so 
were bloody ethnic conflicts. 

"Totalitarian and authoritarian 
dictatorships are on the decline 
worldwide and democracy and 
respect for the rights of the indi- 
vidual are on the rise," said 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Schifter, whose depart- 
ment compiled the 168-country 
report for Congress. 

A generally upbeat report on 
the Soviet Union was tempered 
by criticism of recent moves by 
the central government to reas- 
sert control. 

Schifter was encouraged by the 
consolidation of democracy in 
Eastern Europe and what he cal- 
led a “democratic ferment” in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

But a growing problem was 
ethnic violence which produced 
the major tragedies of 1990 in 
Leberia and Somalia and 
threatened to help cause a major 
famine in Sudan this year. 

“Few Americans are fully 
aware of the tragic results of the 
internal conflicts in Liberia and 
Somalia, for instance, of the mea- 
sures taken by Mauri taina against 
its black population, of con- 
tinuing intercommunal strife in 
India and Sri Lanka,” Schifter 
said. 

The independent organisation 
Human Rights Watch, in a state- 
ment on the report, said the State 
Department pulled its punches 
with respect to U.S. allies. 

“In some countries political 
considerations clearly influenced 
the tone and substance of the 
report,” the statement said. 

It said Israel’s shooting of 17 
Arabs on temple mount was 
hardly mentioned while fear of 
embarrassing Saudi Arabia re- 
sulted in a report which signifi- 
cantly under-represents the 
seriousness of human rights 
abuses in that country." 

The bloodshed in the three- 
sided civil war in Liberia was 
appalling, the report said. It said 
all parties to the conflict were 
equally guilty of “indiscriminate 
killing and abuse of civilians, 
looting and ethnically-based ex- 
ecutions." 

Leaders of the various factions 
did nothing to stop the killings 
and in some cases encouraged or 
were directly responsible for 
them, the report said. 

Greece protested to the United 
States Friday over the U.S. hu- 
man rights report which said 
minority Muslims and Slavic- 
speaking Macedonians in Greece 
were suffering discrimination. 

Government spokesman Byron 
Polydoras described the charges 
in a State Department report as 
"unprecedented and unfound- 
ed.” 


ANC welcomes De Klerk 
reforms, calls for more 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) ANC, South Africa's main black 
— Anti-apartheid leader Nelosn opposition group. 

Mandela Saturday welcomed Meanwhile, praise poured m 
President F.W. De Klerk's plans ‘'from overseas for De Klerk’s call 
to repeal all South Africa's re- to eliminate apartheid laws, but 


maining apartheid laws by June 
but said important obstacles still 
lay ahead in forging a new con- 
stitution. 

Mandela, deputy president of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC), said De Klerk’s package 
of proposals announced Friday 
marked a narrowing of views 
between the ANC and the white 
minority government. 

“These developments will be of 
great assistance, conducive to the 
elaboration of a new constitu- 
tion,’’ Mandela told a news con- 
ference. But he said De Kleric’s 
silence about political exiles and 
prisoners suggested a reluctance 
on the government’s part to 
address these issues. 

Mandela said it was ironic that 
De KJerk had rejected the ANCs 
proposal for an interim govern- 
ment and a popularly-elected 
constituent assembly to thrash 
out a new-racial constitution. 

He said that De Klerk's 
National Party government could , 
not fairly preside over the transi- 
tion to democracy while at the 
same time being a party to nego- 
tiations on political change. 

"We are of the view that only a 
freely-elected assembly can pro- 
vide the forum for a transition to 
democracy in South Africa," he 
said. 

Mandela said he was dis- 
appointed that De Klerk had 
made no reference to South Afri- 
ca’s strict security laws which the 
ANC wants repealed or heavily 
amended. 

He said “this is one of the most 
obstinate obstacles" to the 10- 
month-old negotiating process 
between the government and the 


black opposition groups com- 
plained Saturday the white 
minority wants to keep power. 

The United States. Canada, 
Britain, the European Commun- 
ity and United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
all praised the speech. U.S.. EC 
and British officials said it could' 
lead to a softening of internation- 
al sanctions imposed to protest 
apartheid. 

Back home, oppositon groups 
from both ends of the political 
spectrum protested aspects of the 
speech, for different reasons. 

The pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party, whose members 
walked out of parliament when 
De KJerk announced plans to 
eliminate the apartheid laws, cal- 
led the president a traitor to 
white South Africans. 

A right-wing extremist group 
applauded the Conservative Par- 
ty’s actions and said it should quit 
parliament to help form a sepa- 
rate state for Afrikaners — the 
Dutch -descended settlers of 
South Africa. 

Black opposition groups, while 
welcoming the planned repeal of 
all apartheid laws, said De 
Klerk’s speech indicated he 
wanted to remain in power during 
negotiations on ending white 
minority rale. 

The ANC and other groups 
have called for an elected consti- 
tuent assembly to draft a new 
constitution and an interim gov- 
ernment to oversee the transi- 
tion. De Klerk’s government has 
rejected the calls, saying it must 
remain in power to guarantee 
stability. 


Albanian Democratic Party 
publishes election platform 


TIRANA, Albania (AP) — 
Communist Albania's main 
opposition party promised pri- 
vate enterprise, land reform and 1 
better living conditions in a plat- 
form published Saturday. 

The Democratic Party prog- 
ramme, published in its newspap- 
er, Democratic Revival, was more, 
radical than that of the ruling 
Albanian Labour (Communist) 
Party, said Gramoz Pashko, a 
leader of Albania's first opposi- 
tion party, formed Dec. 12. 

Since then, at least three other 
opposition groups have been 
legalised. Elections are March 31. 

The democratic programme 
also enshrined freedom of reli- 
gion and freedom of speech and 
promised to "support the battle 
of the people of Kosovo for self- 
determination.” 

It did not detail what sort of 
support could be given to the 
ethnic Albanian majority in that 
troubled Yugoslav province, now 
under direct rule by Yugoslavia's 
largest state of Serbia. 

State bousing. Kiosks, shops, 
restaurants, bars and hotels 
would be privatised first under a 


Democratic Party government, 
the programme said. 

Larger enterprises would be 
divided into shares distributed to 
all Albanian adults. * 

The programme, translated for 
a reporter by a party member, 
also promised to distribute land 
free to the peasants who work it 
and enshrined the right to private 
property an d ( inheritance. 

“Peasants will be able to 
choose whether they farm their 
individual plots or form coopera- 
tives," Pashko said. 

Some 65 per cent of Albania's 
3.2 million people live in rural 
areas, and are thought to be 
generally more loyal to the ruling 
Communists than city residents. 

Under the Communists, farm- 
ing is done on state-run combines 
or cooperatives of plots of land 
rented from the state. 

Albania's ruling Communists, 
under President Ramiz Alia have 
allowed some small scale private 
enterprise already and promised 
to further open the centrally plan- 
ned economy, now on the brink 
of collapse. 


More bodies 
found in 
S.African 
province 

JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (AP) — One black died and 14 
were hospitalised after people 
were thrown from a train travell- 
ing between Johannesburg and 
Soweto , police said. 

Two more bodies were found 
near Umgababa in eastern Natal 
province, police said, rasing to 10 
the number of people killed there 
in a fierce clash between black 
factions this week. 

Meanwhile, ‘an army vehicle 
struck a land mine in the northern 
Transvaal Friday, injuring six sol- 
diers. It was not clear who 
planted the mine, but the African 
National Congress denied in- 
volvement. 

Police Col. Tienie Halgryn said 
the train violence appeared unre- 
lated to a call by the ANC and 
other groups for workers to stay 
home Friday to protest apartheid. 
The ANC has been accused of 
intimidating people going to work 
on days of stayaways. 

Chronic fighting between sup- 
porters to the ANC rival groups, 
usually the conservative Zulu- 
dominated Inkatha Freedom Par- 
ty, has ravaged several black 
townships near Johannesburg 
since August. Several attacks 
occurred on trains or in stations, 
kilting dozens of people. 


Pakistan 

quake 
toll may 
surpass 
200 


15 killed in burning jet 
at Los Angeles airport 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The offi- 
cial death toll from Pakistan's 
most powerful earthquake in re- 
cent years rose to 175 Saturday, 
and government officials said it 
was likely to surpass 200. 

Four remote mountainous dis- 
tricts in North West Frontier pro- 
vince. which borders Afghanis- 
tan, were hit by the quake early 
Friday. Officials said several hun- 
dred people were injured and 
hundreds of houses collapsed or 
were damaged. 

The authorities said 175 bodies 
had been found by Saurday 
morning but they feared the 
death toll would rise as informa- 
tion trickled in from distant snow- 
bound areas of the province. 

Army helicopters were flying 
medical supplies, food and clo- 
thing to the region. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
was expected to visit one of the 
worst-hit areas in Chi real district 
later Saturday. 

Several Islamic prayer leaders 
described the quake as a divine 
warning to Pakistan for its official 
anti-Iraq policy in the Gulf war. 

“This is a warning from Allah 
to Muslims to get together to 
fight infidels,” one told the Fri- 
day prayers congregation in an 
Islamabad mosque. 

Seismologists in Peshawar, the 
provincial capita], recorded the 
quake on the Richter Scale. A 
1974 quake in the region reg- 
istered 6.3 and killed 5,000 peo- 
ple. 

Officials put the epicentre 200 
kilometres northwest of the city, 
in the Hindukush. 

The area is frequently shaken 
be tremors that can do severe 
damage in villages where houses 
are generally made of mud brick. 
Most of the casualties were 
caused by collapsing houses, offi- 
cials said. 

Last Oct. 25, a quake measur- 
ing 6.6 on the Richter Scale killed 
13 people. One measuring 5.7 in 
1981 killed 220 people in the 
same area. 

Ground rescue parties have 
been sent in but access is difficult 
because of snow and the moun- 
tainous terrain, the officials said! 

The region has had unusually 
heavy snow this winter and roads 
to many stricken villages are 
blocked, they said. 

Two villages in the Kohistan 
area of Swat district were “com- 
pletely destroyed." an official said 
in Peshawar. He said casualty 
figures were not available im- 
mediately because the area was 
snowbound. 

Seventy-five deaths were re- 
ported from Swat, Chitral and the 
Dir district of North West Fron- 
tier Province. Official Bakhtar 
News Agency said 17 eastern and 
northern provinces were hit by 
the quake. 

Afghanistan officials said relief 
workers had been unable to reach 
most of the affected provinces 
because of deep snow. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A U.S. 
Air Boeing 737 burst Into flames 
after colliding with a commuter 
plane and hitting a buidling as it 
landed at Los Angeles Interna- 
tional Airport Friday night, kill- 
ing at least 15 people and possibly 
14 others, an airline spokes- 
woman said. 

Forty people were injured in 
the crash, 10 of them severely.. 
But 21 people walked away from 
the flaming wreckage of the air- 
line, split in two by the impact of 
the crash, said the spokeswoman, 
Agnes Huff. 

Firemen searched the black- 
ened wreckage of the airliner, 
which had the top half of its rear 
section sheared off, for signs of 
the missing 14. 

The remains of a small Skywest 
commuter Fairchild Metroliner 
plane were jammed under the 
belly of the twin-engined airiiner. 

Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion officials said they believed at 
least one of the 10 passengers and 
two crewmembers on board the 
commuter plane, which was tax- 
ing for a flight to Palmdale, Cali- 
fornia, was killed in the collision. 

Skywest was expected to give 
details later. 

The Boeing 737 rested against 
an abandoned fire station, which 
it hit after sliding off the ranway 
and across a field, knocking off a 
comer of the brickwork. 

Huff said the airliner was car- 
rying 84 passengers and a crew of 
six on a fligth from Columbus, 
Ohio, after taking off from Syra- 
cuse, New York, and landing in 


Washington DC on the way. 

U.S. Air passengers said the 
plane filled with smoke as they 
straggled to leave, helped by 
firemen, from the front of the 

plane. . . 

Debris Lay scattered round tne 
wreckage of the airliner and 
smoke covered the airport, one of 
die busiest in the United Sta tes. . ■ 
for about an hour while the fire 
was extinguished. 

Helicopters lit up the night sky 
with searchlights and fire engines 
surrounded die wreckage. 

One survivor. Dr Chul Hong, 
of Canton, Ohio, said he heard a 
loud noise and thought a tyre had 
blown. 

“Then I saw flames and every- 
body started screaming their 
heads off,” he said. "I thought I 
was going to die.” 

Hong said he opened one of 
the plane’s emergency exit doora 
and jumped on to a wing. “I then 
jumped down on to the ground 
and I ran away from the fire,” be 
said. 

When be looked back the plane 
was engulfed in flames. “It was a 
miracle any of us survived,” he 
said. 

Eighty-two people were killed, 
including 15 on the ground, when 
a Aeromexic© DC-9 airliner and 
a private Piper Cherokee plane 
collided in the air over Cerritos, ; 
50 kilometres east of Los 
Angeles, on Aug. 31, 1986. 

“When I looked out the win- 
dow the back of the plane was on 
fire " an eyewitness who lives 
near the airport said. 


Croatia to resist if army 
tries to arrest minister 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Croatian officials said Saturday 
they were prepared to resist with 
arms'any attempt by Yugoslavia's 
federal military to detain the 
secessionist republic's defence 
minister. 

The federal army said Friday it 
was "undertaking steps” to bring 
Croatian Defence Minister Mar- 
tin Spegelj into custody after 
Croatian police defied an earlier 
order to anest him. 

The military ordered Spegelj’s 
arrest for allegedly plotting 
armed rebellion. 

A covertly filmed army 
documentary screened last Friday 
purported to show Spegelj plot- 
ting to kill army officers and their 
families in case of civil war in 
Croatia. 

The film, denounced by Croa- 
tian authorities as a Stalinist . 
frameup," accused Spegelj and 
others of importing weapons 
from Hungary, allegedly in order 
jo ' create an independent Croa- 
tian army. 

The republic’s president, Fran- 
jo Tudjman, compared the feder- 
al government’s threat to send in 
army troops to arrest Spegelj to 
the Soviet Union's use of military 
force in the Baltic republics. 

Tudjman, interviewed while 
attending an international confer- 
ence in Switzerland, warned that 
if the army did now intervene, it 
could touch off instability within 


its own ranks. Some federal sol- 
diers are from Croatia, Slovenia 
and other republics that, he said, 
might oppose the federal govern- 
ment’s actions. 

“If the army attacks, very 
quickly it will finally, be des- 
troying not only the army, but 
any possibility of a peaceful solu- 
tion and even the idea of a 
Yugoslavia," Tudjman said. 

Asked if Croatia would use 
force to respond, he said, “yes, 
we are determined because this is 
an attempt to destroy Croatian 
democracy and Croatian free- 
dom.” 

A ranking -Croatian, police 
officer, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said bis forces “wifi 
not let the military arrest Spegelj 
even if it means an open dash 
with the army.” 

The officer said Spegdj, whose 
whereabouts are not known, “is 
in a secure place." 

Hrvoje Sarenic, chief of the 
Croatian cabinet, said he was 
confident the local police and 
population would succeed in re- 
sisting the federal army, if that 
became necessary. 

"I am not very optimistic today 
that we can avoid a dvil war," 
Sarenic added. 

‘Tudjamn reiterated that 
Croatia favours a state in which 
each republic is “free and 
sovereign” to handle its own in- 
ternal matters. 


Delay could undermine nuclear pact — U.S. negotiator 


GENEVA (R) — U.S. Ambassa- 
dor Richard Burt, head of the 
American delegation negotiating 
a reduction of nuclear weapons 
with the Soviet Union, has said 
years of work could be lost if a 
treaty was not concluded quickly. 

"If we fail to agree by the end 
of February, there is a very real 
risk that the whole thing could 
unravel," Burt said on his return 
from superpower talks in 
Washington. 

Burt told Reuters he expected 
to finish the treaty by the end of 
this month, as President George 
Bush and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
tery Alexander Bessmertnykh 
agreed this week in Washington. 

But he showed less optimism 
than he had ever done since he 
took the job in mid-1989. 

His soviet counterpart. Ambas- 
sador Yuri Nazarkin, said Mos- 
cow remained as committed as 
ever to a swift conclusion and that 
he also expected to meet the 
target date. 

"We’re in Favour of a fast 
conclusion of this treaty," he 
said. “I think we'll finish the 
treaty by the end of February.” 

Problems in the negotiations 
were among reasons for the post- 
ponement of a planned Feb. 11- 
13 Moscow summit between Bush 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. Now the summit is to 
be held some time before mid- 
1991. 

U.S. officials worry that the 
Soviet military, which seems to 
have strengthened its hand in 
internal Soviet policy, is 
forcing the Soviet delegation in 
Geneva to take a harder line on 
the strategic arms reduction trea- 
ty (START). 

“They (the military) seem to 
have a stronger voice in the arms 


control process," said Burt. 

The START negotiations, 
which began in 1982, have the 
goal of making deep cuts in the 
two sides' long-range nuclear 
arsenals, now totalling about 
12.000 warheads each. 

The United States says the 
Soviet side rowed back on some 
of the agreements reached at a 
meeting in Houston in December 
between U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and Bessmertnykh's 
predecessor, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. 

Nazarltin’s view was that the 
two sides had different inter- 
pretations on what was agreed in 
Houston. 

Both 'Burt and Nazarkin said 
that the main issues agreed there 
— regarding Soviet SS-3S heavy 
missiles, Soviet backfire bombers 
and U.S. sales of Trident missiles 
to Britain — had once again been 
settled. 

Only technical questions re- 
mained. but it still had to be seen . 
whether the two sides would be 
able to push forward and elimin- 
ate all their differences in what 
most analysts say is a less friendly 
atmosphere. 

“We're at an important cros- 
sroads. We’re at a point where 
either we can finish in the near 
future or we won’t finish in a 
very long time," Burt said. 

“The crucial question is 
whether the two governments 
have the political will to settle this 
early on." 

He added: “We don't know the 
direction of future events in the 
Soviet Union, and I think the 
START treaty would be a very 
useful insurance policy. 

"For the first seven years of 
this treaty, the Soviet Union will 
have to eliminate from its arsenal 


one nuclear missile every 66 
hours. That can't be bad. It has to 
be in our interest.” 

Diplomats said Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alexei 
Obukhov and U.S. Under- 
secretary of State Reginald 
Bartholomew would possibly be- 
gin several days of meetings in 
Geneva next Thursday to help 
push things along. 

Meanwhile, U.S. officials say a 
dispute over an accord reducing 
conventional forces in Europe 
threatens to derail both pacts. 

During talks in Washington 
this week. Secretary of State 
James Baker told Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh that the landmark treaty on 
c onve ntional forces in Europe 
(CFE) will not be sent to the U.S, 
Senate for approval unless Mos- 
cow accepts the U.S. position, 
one official told Reuters. 

If the CFE treaty, signed with 
much hoopla hi Paris last Novem- 
ber, is stymied, U.S. officials and 
congressional aides say it will be 
hand if not impossible to get the 
Senate to approve a strategic 
arms reduction pact (START). 

U.S. officials accuse Moscow 
of d eliberatefy circumventing 
CFE limits and say this raises 
doubts about Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's commit- 
ment to arms treaties that have 
already been signed. 

Moscow claims to have sta- 
tioned in Europe about 20,000 
fewer tanks, artillery pieces and 
armoured combat vehicles than 
Wash ingto n says are there. Be- 
fore CFE was signed, U.S. ex- 
perts say, Moscow moved about 
70,000 tanks and other equip- 
ment beyond the Ural Mountains 
to escape treaty limits. 

More importantly, Moscow has 


sought to reclassify three army 
.mechanised divisions as “naval 
infantry" in an effort to save their 
equipment, including ah esti- 
mated 3,000 tanks, fro m des truc- 
tison mandated by the CFE trea- 
ty- 

Bessmertnykh offered a com- 
promise, promising that the units 
will not be expanded, but “we 
said^ that's not good enough... 
that's one where we have no 
give," one U.S. official said. 

"They have to live up to what 
they signed. Otherwise, Baker 
said... bluntly to Bessmertnykh 
that we’re not going to submit the 
treaty for ratification," he said. 

Although arms control has 
been played down recently as 
U.S. and Soviet leaders cooper- 
ate in other areas such as the 
Gulf, failure to complete the CFE 
and START treaties would be a 
powerful sign of a deteriorating 
superpower relationship. 

Officials say the outcome hing- 
es largely on whether Gorbachev 
can or will assert control and tell 
the military to loosen its strong 
band over the negotiations. 

His crackdown against pro- 
to dependence governments in the 
Baltics and his willingness to rely 
on the military and the KGB as a 
power base have raised questions 
in Washington about his reliabil- 
ity as a partner in treaties and 
other endeavours. 

Referring to the dispute over 
CFE, one official said: “It’s time 
for Gorbachev to settle this one." 

“The military has had its run at 
trying to essentially squirm out of 
an obligation Gorbachev 
accepted freely on Nov. 19 ” 
when he joined U.S. President 
George Bush and a score of other 
■leaders in signing the treaty, the 
official said. 


Mother hires hit 

to hefp daughter 

cheerleader 

HOUSTON (R) — An At 
mother was so intent on 
sure her daughter got a plaoej 
school cheerleading squad 
she was willing to hire a hit m 
kill a competitor’s mother, 
thorities said Friday. Ws 
Webb Holloway, 36, of 1 
view, Texas, plotted the mi 
in the hope that her dai 
13-year-old rival would be 
whelmed with grief that she ’ 
drop out of the competition, 
thorities said. Holloway 
arrested and released on bail: 
being charged with soliciting 
murder. If convicted she a 
sentenced to life in prison, 
leaders, usually girls or 
women, perform gymnas 
routines and shout cheers 
sporting events. Most public 
schools have a cheerleadfing s< 
and belonging to it is a symbol - 
status female students. 

Montana wins 
French fashion 
‘Oscar* 

PARIS (R) — France's 
Montana had become the 
designer to win Paris 
most coveted prize twice in a 
He won the Golden 
Award for the best spring 
met fine with a daringly 
collection for Paris fashion 
Lanvin, showing hxm to be 
stytist bringing haute coatnre 
the 21st century. Montana’s 
signs included asymmetrical 
and tunics of gtisteamg sflk 
over metallically embroidered 
shirts. Halter tops were 
with seashefis and mother-of^ 
pearl, and dresses 
with white and lavender 
F ut uris tic jackets, often with 
stiff collars, made models 
like they had just stepped ottt of i__ 
science fiction film. Many critic*^ 
fed that Montana’s stark mini- ’ 
mafism responds to a need ia 
fashion world to break 
boundaries and open new hori-i 
sms. Others still prefer the clas- 
sics. “He does very prett y rimip 
tint 7 think prizes in a row is a 

ifts too much. I also liked Yves 
Saint Lament, and Givenchy was 
very nice too,” said one fashion 
observer. As Montana hurtles 
into the next mill curium, many 
other French designers seem to 
be having trouble coming up with 
revolutionary ideas for the 1990s. 


Brooks finalist for 
6 Country Music 
awards 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Singer Garth Brooks leads the 
field of finalists for six Country 
Music awards to be selected by 
viewers of the Nashville Network 
Cable channel and readers of 
Music Gty news magazine. He’s 
a nominee for entertainer of the 
year. Male Artist of the Year, 
Album of the Year for No 
Fences, Single of the Year for 
both The Dance and Friends In 
Low Places, Video of the Year for 
The Dance and the Star of 
Tomorrow Award as a promising 
newcomer. Randy Travis, Ricky 
Van Shelton and Vmce GW fol- 
lowed Brooks closely with 
nominations in five categories 
apiece. Gill is a finalist for No. 1 
Video, Album and Single for 
When I Call Your Name vocal' 
collaboration for duets with both 
Patty Loveless and Reba McEn- 
ti rc. plus Instrumentalist of the 
Year for his guitar playing. Com- 
pleting the finalist list for enter- 
tfflner °f the year — the top 
award — were the Staffer 
Brothera and George Strait. 
Other finalist for no. 1 Male 
Omt Black and Strait. . 
Nominees for female artist of the 
^ ktyefess, McEmire, 
K^hy Mattea, Lome Moigml 
and Tanya Tucker. 
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Thief stole $20m 
worth of books 

MOINES > Iowa (R) — An 
£n«ri«m was convicted of steal- 

^^manuscripts and antiques 
from libraries across the United 
^^Stepben Bhnnberg, 42, 
^ ^ a lory of theft 

transportation of stolen 
goods and could face up to 35 
gws m pnson and a SI million 
stofe boofa fa ««■*- 
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